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THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

struck me very forcibly, while the dark, piercing ! the nobleman: he heard it voice, and drawwing neas,
eye of'the Ttalian fell onme so inquiringly, it way | found it was his lordship, and thet Qe was ens
be that he read on my countenance something like ; gaged in prayer.  Retinng 1o 4 short distance, he
a lurking smile, in spite of all my elforts to repress waited till the mayer was condduded, and could not

it, for he said faltermgly, * You are a Baptist, but hear lus lonlship pleading eanestly with the

sird
I bent aflirmatively,
¢ Not 1 missionawy ¥

Virgin Mary and 8t, Francis, for therr tercesgion
in his beballi At lengtiv his lordship ccased,
Donald, who huad stood trembling with the novelty
of his situation, the fear of suteriuption, and anxety

I quictly said,« A niissxonur{, sir? ‘This was' for the result, bow gently hnoched at the door,
n

followed by o pause_of several moments, when 1
added, ¢ Foryierly a Romanist like yousself; now,
a Baptistand a missionary,

¢ A Rowan Catholic ! what could induce you to
relinguish your religion

¢‘The reasons yau have assigned, sir,
had a soul and must answer for my selt before God,
aud that ueither pricst nor churel could suve e ;
that God had given his word, and promsed his
Spirit, and thatt cauld leamn trom that word how
he would have me serve him, ‘That 1 read the
Bible, and looked in vain for Romanism there.
That I sought in the epistle to the church at Rome
for muss and pucgatory, and worship of the vingm,
and then the Gospels and the Acts, and remaining
epistles, and that  had utterly failed 1o discover
the doctnines 1 had from y childhood been tausht
to beheve were true, and tobe found there 5 where
can I expect to find these doctrines if not in an
epistle wntten by an apostle to the chuseh at

Rome 1 or by Peter, the prince of the apostles in,

hts apostolical wrtings ¥

e scemned mu h pained but interested, and at-
tempted to enforce one ortwo of the 1+ ,ual argu-
ments, which were easily disposed of, He then
said, ¢ Arsument is useless if you deny trudition?
After a long conversation we retired to iy cabin,
aud he accepted a book or two atmy hunds,  ‘Lhis
little incident tended to strengtien the conviction
I have long entertained that there is one class of
men who can mect popery on safe ground-——who
can afford to throw all tralition overboad, and ap-
peal from man to the woid of God—to that law
und that testimony*  has given. Now,had I been
anadvocate of'i. ant sprinkling, he would have
heaten me most assuredly ; but as soon as he lound
I denied this dogma, he said, ¢ If you deny tradition

affords a ground for infant baptisin, kow can I ar-.

gue with you?’ ¢ From the New Testament,’ was
my reply. .

“The remainder of our jntercourse was ver
bricf. The last time I saw hunwas at Kyookpht-
?or. May God’s ood Spirit bless onr interviews !

t is not likely I shall meet Father 'irazza agam,

“T have thousht of qur mecting many, mauy
times since my return home ; and feel his words
to be worth poadening,— How can I argue with you
if you deny tradition 1 :

PRAYING TO SAINTS AND ANGELS,

—

A Scottish nobleman, of the Roman Catholie
persuasion, lived a very retired life, and leit his
affuirs very much in the hands of athers, One of
his tenintry, whom we will call Donald, rented a
farm, upon which his forefathers had lived for
above two huundred years, The lcase which he
held was on the point 01 expiring, and the steward
refused to allow Donald a resewal, wishing to put
the farm into the hands of a friend of ns own.
Poor Donzld tried every argument in lus power
with the steward, but w'vawm. At length he bent
his steps to the castle, determined to make hiscase
known to his lordship. Here again he was re-
pulsed: the J)oner had recaived orders from the
steward, and reiused him admittance., Donatd
turned away almost in despair, and resolved upon
a bold measure, as his oaly chance of success. He
climbed the ﬁn’en wall ia an untrequented part,
and entered the house by a private door. It so
happened that no person was 1n this portion of the
buuding 3 and Donald wandered on, fearing to
meet a repulse, but determined to persevere, At

length he approached the pnivate apartments of

ffele I°

¢ Come mn,” was his lordship’s reply 5 and Donald

centereds #Who are yon, smand  What do you

want 1 were lus enquiries. Douald stated his
case, the steward’s harsh conducet, and the certan
ruin of himoelf and lus childien, atter s ancestors
had so long occupied that portion of the tumly
estate.  The peer listened, was touched with the
tale, and having heard sotnething ot Donald, asswied
hit of hiis protection , and that hs lease should be
renewed.  Many artless, but carnest thanks ol
lowed; and he was departing, when, a thousht of

“anxiely for his noble piuster occwring to his unnd,

Donald returned, and spohe thus: « My lord, 1
was 2 bold man, and you forgave me, and have
saved me and my poor family fiom ruin.  Many
blessings attend yuu?! I would agaum be a bold
wamn, it I wizht say sowmething fuither to vour
lordship,? ¢ Well, “man, speak out”  « Why,
my lord, T was well nigh a nuned man, so 1 was
bold, and came 1o your lordship®s door § and as I
stood there, 1 cotld not but hear your loidsinp
praying to the Virgin Mary and 8t. Francis, and
cou scemed unhapry.  Now, iy lord, forsive e,
ut I cannot help thinking the Virgin Mary and
St. Franeis will do you no wood, any mwre than
Your lordskip’s steward and porter did for me, 1
had been a nioned man if 1 had tiwsted to them g
but I came dircet to your lordshup, and you heard
me.  Now, if your fon!ship would but leave the
Virgin Mary and 8t. Faancis, who will do no snore
for your loidship thun your lordship’s steward and
poster would do for me, and just o direct to the
Lord Jesus himself, and pray to lnm for swhat you
need, he will hear yon; for he has said, ¢ Him
that comcth to mo,} will in no wise cast out.?
Will your lordship forvive me, and just try for
onrself 77 It is sand, that hus lordship was struck
with this simple arzument, and afterwards found
paidon and salvation in the blood of the cross,
The * Garden of the Soul,” a Roman Catholic
work, nublished by authornty, contans prayers to

Y be addressed to angels, asking of them the greatest

blessings. In the Rosary of the Virgin, says
Nangle (p. 61), Roman Catholics are directed to
intreat the advacacy of the Virzin ¢ one huadred
and secenty-one times,’? while Jesus Christ ¢ is not
directly applied to even once.” St Thomas a
Becket, one of tnose to whom Roman Catholics
pray, was a very firchrand of evil; §t. Dominic,

another of them, was the first Inquisitor, and one .

of the most cruel and wicked of men. So great
was his thirst for blood, the blood of God’s people,
that in about thirty years the inquisition destroyed
onc hundred and fifty thousand persons.  St. Dun-
stan was distinguished for lying and other wicked-
ness. A book, entitled ¢ The Flowers of St
Francis, states, that ¢ those men only were re-
deemed by the blood of Christ, who had lived up
to the time of St. Francis; hut all others, who had
lived since that time, were redeemed with the
blool of Francis himself.” See ¢ Popervy b
W. E. Taylor, pp. 197-199, What awful blas.
hemies! what “ abominable idolatries!” The
Yoad of Jesus Christ cleanscs the vilest, who trust
in him, from all sin,” (3 John i. 7) j but there 1s
no salvation through any other: Acts, iv. 12,
Him the Father hears always: John xi. 425 and
to those who love and obey him, this « cne Media-
tor” says, «¢ Whatsocver ye shall ask, in my name,
g;at s\;‘u\}’l do, that the Father may be glonified in
e Son.

Few persons ever think of the power of worldh-
ness of mund, in persons beanng the Christian
name, as an clement n the education of their
children.

DANGERS OF FASHIONABLE LIFE.
From the Walchman und Refloector.

At the age of fifteen, Ehnira Gluddon tasdeeply
troubled in spint on acecunt of hee conditton as 4
sinuer agamst Gode  Her miother #as a professor
of’ religion, hut was of rather tisnd wnd retienny
disposition, conversed but hittle with her davghter
comee g ho sllh'g].l(\'l’cils, and exerted tuttls
divect mfluence over her mnd,  She wag mther 3
weuketinded woman, whose conceptions of right
in little matters, were somesshat obseure, and who
was deficient in that fitnmess of prscaple aud dev
cision of charucier, which are so impo:®ant to the
right trainineg of children,  Llaure’s tather was &
prm{tcrom maan of the world, who attended church
reputinly upon the Sabbath, hut guve lutle hesd to
the precepts of prety durany the yeur.

Dining arevival of relizion whaieseveral of her

‘ot associates were awakened and converted,
Shama’s mind was impressed with a sense of the
necessiiy of personul piety to her own salely and
happiness; and ina few weeks rejoired in the hopo
of pardon through the atonement nt- Jesus Chrsts

After several conversations with her and with
her parents, Elnira was udvised by her pastor, in
accordance with ‘her own often expressed desites
to unite herself with the church.  She was received
mto the fellowship of the church, and expressed
great delizht in the services of ‘God’s hoyse, and
mamfested warm zeal in ofl that pertained to the
nterests of Zion. - She exhorted her young friends
t flee from the wrath to come, and guve most
pleasing indications that there bad been a genune
and therough work of grace in her soul.

A year passed away, and the period of parties
and amuscents came with the opemng winter.
Ehnir, now passed her sixteenth year, had left
school, and numbered amony her friends some of
the gay, and thoughiless, and fashionable of the
neizhbourhood.  She was invited to attend mixed
partics, where religion was an excluded theme,
and where fushionable frivolities and sports occu-
vied the hours, She came from them without 2
wart for pray-r. Sooieit was proposed that she
should attend a dancing school.  She hesitated, and
her mother timidly expressed, her doubts of its
propricty. Butshe was beset by mildy associates,
her scruples ridiculed, the objections of the mother
were answered by mothers careless of their daugh-
ters piety, who urged that it was necessary in
order to polished manuers and a graceful carriage 3
the futher gave his consent, and presented Elmira
with a beautifub set of jewels, and she became a
regular attendant of the dancing school.

Her grieved pastor exerted all his influence to
stay this current of templation or to draw her from
it, but the fashions of the world were tco strone
for his appeals. Gradually she absented herself
from the prayer mectings and Jectures, manifested
less and less interest in her Bible class and benevo-
lent wotks, and at Jast tearfully vonfessed that she
had almost given fup reading the Word of God, or
attempting sccret communion with her Saviour.
Indue time came theinvitation toa ball, which with
the consent of the mother, and the smiling appro-
bation of the father, was accepted, The facinaung
mannets, and beautiful appearafigiof the daughier,
charmed the heart of the unfaithful mother, who
doated upon Elmira as her idol.

The church was now compelled to notice these
violations of covenant obligations, and afier making
every effort which pious solicitude required. to re-
claim the wanderers, at Jast submittcg to the paine
ful necessity of declaring the exclusion of mother
and daughter from_the fellowsbijicof the church,
For a liftle scason both scemed to be relieved from
restraints that had become_irksome to them, and
the homs which bad secmed to be pervaded by the
sweet calm spirit of piety became a house of fashe
ionable mayety and mirth. The church was aito-
gether forsaken, agd the whale family were
absorbed in wozldly pursuits and amusements.



