THE CHRISTIAN ORSERVER.
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with sucha man st be an eseentially aboud
excreisy unless he should offer vp a petition to the
only agency which he recoguiscs as contronling
his destiny, and that js physical law, or woral Iaw
moving on physical principles, Is he alout to
take o journcy ! Why should he ask the Most
High to protect him, and why should his fricuds
commit him with ull the cloquence of heavenly
Jove, and all the ardour of unwavering faith, ta
God's providential care? Has not God in his
judginent established laws, with which no power
in heaven or on earth can interfere, and is wot his
whole duty fulfilled jn simply attending with
scrupulous care to the andained wmovements of
those laws T What need has he of prayer for pro-
tection?  His safety is felt to be within Limselt,
and those who journey with him. Is he sick of
8in, or does he tremble in view of the retribution
ofeternity § why showd he plead with God for
mercy or for pardone e is o ereatuie of law,
and the laws of mind are as unchangable aml
binding as the laws of matter.  God will nq more
interrupt the progress o) moral law, than he will
of natural; lience regeneration must be reduced
from its condition of sublime spirituality to a mere
intellectual exercise ; a random effort of human
valition, produced by obedicsice to that great reno-
vator of soul and body, fixed law. Agsin, we
ask what need is there of prayer if such senti-
ments are founded in truth,

Wae do not advocate the sentiment, that God ex-
tends his providential care to us, or that he pours
upon the spirit of man the rich blessings of his free
grace, without any reference to the laws which he
himself has ordaincd.  On the contrury, we recog-
nize those laws as being sumply God’s cstablished
mode of action in the physical and moral universe,
in the church and out of it, 1n tume and in eter.
nity, in beaven and in hell,

According to the Bibleitis the Lord that reigneth.
Tt is the Lord that setteth up one ard bringeth down
another; that apencth his hand, and supplicth the
wants of every living creature{ that clotheq in
their splendid livery tha lillies of the field, fur out-
doing the golden grandear of Solomon; that sup-
plieth the raven with food ; that controls alike the
fate of an empire and tha Lall of a sparrow—it is
the Lord that docth this, and the operation of second
causes points us to the instrumentality wyhizh he
uses, and developes his mode of accomplishing his
purposes. But were we to admit, as some contend
that God in the beginning estzblished lav., and
has never sifce ingerl’c:ed with its moverpents.
Established what we would ask ?a rule of action for
himself?  This we believe, but this is not the idea
which is sought to be conveyed by such reasoning.
It is, that, in some shape or another, which
we calt law has a native vital energy by which it
controls the universe—it moves vyithout God;
produces all the changes which are wrpqghf in
mind or matter; in the bodies or the soyls of men,
and revels unchecked, uncontrolled likea thing of
life, amid the solitary glorieg of its own omnipo-
tence. Absurd ag ig this theory, carrying with it
as it does the elements of its own destruction, still
fet us for 2 moment suppose it true, and what is
gained to its advocate? His object is to get rid of
the doctrine of a special providence, but does his
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own reasoning Jead to any such a conclusion?
We think not,  Our law theoanist admnits that Ged
gave the law for an intelligent jurjese, e must
alsoadmit God*somusciened, and his infin..c fore~

livee, and all the causes which went 10 prodace al)
the results, great and small, which have ever taken
place, us cleatly before W@infinite wind when he

God in the beginning set in operation a chain of
causes all going to produce resalts couneeted with
oue great, though to 0s incotprehiensible plan, then
those resudts tuke phwe it acenrdance with God's
general arragements and Ml his purposes.  Now
what is guined by this view of the subject 7 of
what importance s it to us, whether Gol set i
otion the loug mal intricate train of events which
resulted in the changes of yesterday,  x thousand
years ago and left them, to accomplisly his will;
or whether he exertel an unabating control over
all antecedanty, and consequents frome that period
to. the present moment T No matter when God
made the armangements which resulted m the
changes of to-day, it is admitted that ke 1s the
author of this intangible something winch we coll
Law, consequently the distance of the purpose from
the event does not effect the existence of the pur-
pose, but cnly preseuts the event us the hand of
God, reaching dswn thronush the intricacies of s1x
thousand years, instead ot that same hand reaching
immediately from heaven. We cannot see how any
other than an Atheist can legitimately escape the
| cenclusion that in the occurrences of life we have
the over-ruling power of God,

THE CABINET,

It is currently reported 1 town that the Cubinet
Ministers have all resigned. Those who have the
best opportunities of knowing say positively that
such is thefact.  We may therefore expectto have
the elections take place immediately, How big
with important results is the coming contest!
Canada is on the verge of proclauning to the world,
the opinions which she entertains on civil and re-
ligious hberty. She is about to put the stamp of
her approval upon the swelling pretentions of
State-chyrchmen, to endorse their title to sustain
their priesty at the publie expense; or to brand the
system and its minions with the mark of an em-
phatic reprobation. The Church Union is hotly
engaged in various quarters endeavouring to gull
and sedyce the electors; and alceady are boasting
that they will in several constituencies secure the
return of men who will respect vested rights;”
i. ¢, men who. will systain those emanationg of
trickery and frand, the Episcopal Rectories, and
confirm the right of a Puseyitish priesthood to the
property of the whole people. Desperate efforts
are also being made by High Church journals to
coax ‘he Roman Catholics into a cealition with
them. The bait is most artfully guilded, and
there are strong symptome already existing that the
tactic will, in part atleast, succeed, The friends of|
civil and religious freedom must stand together.
Truth and righteousness are with them. Al that
is necessary is a long pull, and 3 strong pull, and
a pull altogether, and from the withering domination
of Church and State aristocracics Canada is free.

cstablished that Inw as they ever canbet And it
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Moeting at Hamilton.
®

€ome time ago, a circnlar was sent to a large

knowladge.  Now, were not all the events of eur; numbwr aConr churches, asking then it they were

in tuvour of calling a genernt meetingg of the denos
munation in Hannlton, to form some plan of co-
operation, cspeiully in the work of Dowmestic
Misdons.  Maay of the churches whose addresses
are unhnown in Toronto, were not noufied § but
a very cxtensive nobifiestion was given. ‘The
churches have very generally repdied to the circus
lar, and with one voice (there bung only one ex~
ception), have declared their readiness to appoint
delegates to such a Convention. It will be scen
by the notice, that the meetinyg will take place on
Wiednesday, the 8th iustant, when we hope to sce
u grand rally.  Frowm the tone of many of the let=
ters receved, it is obvious that the matter has
taken & deep hold upon the hearts of pastois and
people.  And how can at be otherwise! What
soyl ouched by the grace of God, and filled with
the love ot onr Redeemer, can thmk of the destitu-
tion of our hittle churches, aud the spirtual wants
of our scuttered brethren, with thesr interesting
children apringing up azound theny 1o mon and
womanhood, without strenuously endeavoynnyg to
supply thar urgent neeessities 7 Surely here, 1if
any where, we can concentrate our strength l—
Here we cun wicld the power of united effort
and, by so doiug, can mahe many hicarts toseyoice,,
agd advance the interests of our Lord,

In common with some other denominations of
Christians, we have, in this I’rovince, much to
contend against.  Choosing to be left to our own
resources—repudiating in every conceivable shape
the subtle offer of State-support—trusting, for the
spread of truth, only to the power of gospel love in
the hearts of God’s people—iwe are called upon, in
every effort which we make to spread the truth as
it is in Jesus, to meet, not merely the open assau'cs
of the encmics of Christ, and the sad thoughtlrsse
ness of muWRitudes, but also the carnal security,
the dead formalism, and the religious pride, which
is superinduced, fostered, and perpetuated by State~
endowed error.  We do not offer this as the only
reason why we should scek energetically to spread
the truth of the gospel throughout the Province—
we have a far bigher stimulus to action than this,
namely, the will of our ever prescat Lord, and our
responsibility to him ; but we mention it to show
that we must do something more than believe in
the efficacy of the voluntary system, if we would
make a saving impression on our fellow-men-s
we must carry it out vigourously, for we are met
in all our efforts by a well-organized band, the
heart of whose system is the public purse. We
ask no snch aid; we scek no such aid.  With the
means which God, in his providence, has put into
our hands, a small contribution from each of us, not
even a sacrifice, would make many a solitary
place glad; and, through God’s blessing, bring
many a soul to Christ,

We tryst a domestic missionary organization
will be formed 1t Hamilton, which will live and
act,and bless the Province, long after we, who are,
now on the field of actiop, shall be numbered,

with the dead.



