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the desert table, A portion of one of these is
fitted up as a house for the chlture of Melons, of
which there wag a very fuir crop; among cther
varicties unice fruit of Mr. Fleming’s new hybrid.
Proceeding onward we arrive at the last struc-
ture which we have to notice.  This is a span-
roofed house, 27 feet by 24, and 12 fect bigh it
was built a few years ago with a view of grow-
ing to peifection, and if possible fiuiting the
Bread fruit, Artocarpus incisa. 'This plaut, as
is generally known, requires a great amonnt of
heat; it appears to sufler muell if ‘the thermo-
meterisallowed to fall even as low as 60 jn the
depth of winter; so with this in view, the com-
mand of heat both terrestial and atmospheric is
very great, and for so far the fir+t of the two ob-
jects aimed at has been fully attained, as on en-
tering, the eye is met by 1wo noble spechaens of
the Bread fruit about 17 feet high, and fully 30
in circumference, branching and growing most
vigourously, and judging  from appearances,
many years will not elapse before the production
of fruit n:ay take its place as one of the highest
among the many achievements which horticul-
toral skill has accomplished within the last few
years. Besides these trees, we observed a fine
young plant of the Cocoa-nut, Cocos nucifera, a~
bout 11 feet high, also the Mangostien garcinia
mangostana, well branched from 1he ground, and
as much as 12 or 14 feet in height ; it was when
Wwe saw it, rather bare of foliage, but was just
bursting into a very luxuriant growth. In a
small and veiy neat glass case we noticed seve-
ral pitcher plauts, including Nepenthes Rafllesi-
ano, also a new imported plant of the trne Durio
gibethinus— a tropical fruit of great variety in
this country. From one of the suppoits, the Hoya
imperialis was rambling as if quite at home,
producing mauy of its large wmbels of flowers,
and _en the back wall the Granadilla passiflora
quadrangularis was fruiting freely.

Such is a brief and very imperfeet sketch of
this most interesting place. | much rearetted
that my time was so limited when [ called, as 1
fear there are many impoitant features that may
have escaped my notice.

SINTEENTH REPORT OF THIL COM)MIS-
SIONERS OF NATIONAL EDUCATION.
‘Ths sixteenth report of the Commissioners of

National Edueation in Treland (for the year

1849,) presented to both houses of parliament,

has been forwarded to this office, and has been

lying on our table for some time; but, owing to
press of business, we have not been able to
give it that notice which it deserves. We now
present our readers with those, sections in the
report which bear more lirectly on the model

-agricultural schools :-

“ We have reason to be satisfied with the
management of our model farm, at Glasnevin.
during the past year. In our report for 1848,
we referred to the enlargement of the farm,

which, now comprises 128 statute acres. The
additional land we have recently taken rendey-
ed it necessary that the existing farm-buildings
should be considerably eularged, and that pro-
vision should be.made for the accommodation
of a much greater number of agricultural pupils.
Upon an examination of the premises, with a
view to exteusive changes and improvements,
it was found that, without incurring  geat
expense; they conll not be adapted to the
growing wants of the establishinent.  We do-
cided, therefore, after fufl consideration, 1o erect
anew range ol farm-buildings. upon the most
medem construetion, and of sullicient extent to
accommodate about 100 agricultural pupils.
Suitable plans and specifications have becn
prepared, and we have entered into a contracy
with an experienced burlder for the ereetion of
the Luildings, which will be commenced during
the summer. The estimated cost, £5,615. Tle
existing buldings will be made available for
vatious purposes eomnected with the farny.

* We are Lappy to state that there is an jn-
creasing desire, ou the part of patyans of schools
and many of the landed proprietors, to cbtain
admission for pupils into the Glasnevin medel
farni.  In the year 1849, 34 pupils ard agricul-
tural teachers were admitted, and 43 remuin up
to the present time. A list of the total nuler
trained since the st of November, 1847, 1o the
3Ist of March, 1850, and of those now uuder
training, is given in the appendis. The pupils
of the Glasnevin cstabliskment reecive lierary
as well as agricnltmel instruction,  Their evern.
ings are devoted to menta) iniprovement, under
the care of a first-class teacher, and they have
access, at their leisure honrg, 10 a seleet libary
of agricultural works, Al the male teachers
reccived into our training establishment are
reguired ¢ attend the daily lectuies of the agri-
cultarist, ard 1o visit the medel farm one day in
each week for the purpose of seeing its prac-
tical operations.

«* Cur agricultural class-book, which we pub-
lisked in 1847, for the use of the advanced
pujnls attending the national sehools, kas had a
considerable sale in Grem Britain and Ireland,
and has Dbeen fourd exceedingly valuable,
especially in scheols in which agricultural is
combined with literary instruction. We continue
to distribute amongst our 1cachers cheap and
useful works en agnicultural subjeets. It is cur
intention to provide each of our district modc}
schonls that have farms attached to them with §
a collection of such publications. A ¢ farm
account-book » has been compiled by our di-
rection, which has been introduced into our
agricultural schools, and has been approved of
by many eminent practical agriculturists.

¢ The following model agricultural schools
thirteen in number, are in full operation, and
each of them is connected with an elementary
national schoo! :—Larue, country of Antrim;;




