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. That no Nxw PRIXCIPLER, or
Terus or CoMMUNION, digferent fivm
thase of the ('hurch of Scollund,were ever
adopted by the Secoding Ministers ; and
therefore 1l is as ungeneous, @s it s un-
Just, to call the Sccession a SCHInM, i
this church, or the Sreeders SECTARIES.
It the Seceders had advanced any new
doctrines, or adopted principles unknomn
in this chureh, it bad been easy for their
opponents to have adduced this as the os-
tensible reason for proceeding against
them with the bighest censures.  ‘This,
however, was never alleged to be auy
branch of their suppused crime.  They
were censured, because they refused sub-
mission to an ecclesiastical avthesity with
which, they were well persnaded, the
church of Christ was never invested ; and
because they held sacred the obligation
cf their ordination vows, which solemnly
hound them to a steadfast adherence to
the principles and constitution of this
church, in opposition to whatsoever hath
a tendency to destroy cither the one or
the other. Actuated by a sense of the
supreme authority of Jesus Christ, the
only King and Lawgiver of his church,
they durst not refuse to testily against
the encroachments that were made upon
his royal prerogative, when laws were e-
nacted in his cburch to which he had
never given his assent ; and wese calcu-
lated not to promote the cdification of
his disciples, but to accomplish the de-
straction of that system of government
and discipline which he hath dclivered to
them in his word 'When the Seceding
Ministers were, by an arbitrary exertion
of this assumed ecclesiastical authority,
actually cast out of the established
church, for no other reazon but because
they would not counteract their ordinati-
on vows, and submit to those raestraints
which were then laid upon ministerial li-
berty and freedom, they found them-
selves obliged, by these very vows, to de-
clare their secession from the prevailing
party; but they, at the same time, de-
clared their stedfast adherence to the
principles received by this church, as
tounded on the word of God, and exhi-
bited in the Confession of Ifaith, Cate-
chisms larger and shorter, Form of Pres-
byterial churck government, and Direc-
tory for worship. Under the influence
of these principles they declared their
Secession ; and agreeable to these, they
have hitherto been helped of Gog, in
some measure, amidst numerous weak-
nesses and infirmitics, to dispense the
erdinances of Christ, to all those under
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their inspection, who profess o eontend
eurncstly for the paith whick was once de-
livered tu the sainds : and they will cheer-
fully hold chureh-fellowship with all
thuse who profess a cordial attachment.
and whose practice is correspondent o
that system of doctrine, worship, govern-
ment, and discipline, which is revealed
tu the church by Jesus Christ in his
word; an open avowal of which. aud
adherence to it, was declared in the most
golemn manner, in the National Cove-
nant and Sulemn League

* These are their ters of communion ;
and they are apt to think they are the
very same with those held by the chureh
of Scotland, in ¢very period of the Re-
formation : and what 13 of unspeakable
greater moment, they think they ars
perfeetly agrecable to the word of Gad,
and revealed will of Jesus Christ, whe
commands us, that whereto we have alrca-
dy attained, we are to walk by the same
rule, and mind the same thing ; and the ¥
believe 1t will be always true, that as
many as walk according to this rule,
peace shall be on them, and mercy, and
upon the Israel of God It will not, they
apprehend, be an easy task to shew from
the holy scriptures, the impropriety, or
absurdity of excluding from their com-
munion, in scaling ordinances, all those
who are either open enemies. or secretly
disaffected to tiat system of revealed
truth just now mentioned, and will not
submit to those ministrations that are a-
greeable to, and econsistent with it.—And
they are furiher ol opinion, and think
they are able to proveit, that their terms
of communion arc as extensive as the
word of GGod will admit.—Their Secessi-
on, thurcfore, is not a Schism in the
charch; for they never scceded from the
principles and constitution professed and
established at the Reformation and ate-
volution ; but, upon every occasion, «:-
clare their stedfast adherence to thest,
in opposition to the prevailing party whe
have receded from them.”

POSTSCRIPT.

Mr. Trotter is again on the field. and
has published a Sccond Letter in Reply
to these Remarks, in the ¢ Presbyteran
Witness” of the 27th ultimo. He scews
to be possessed of a very remarkable ta-
lent for misunderstanding, or, at all e-
vents for misrepresenting, whether thro’
misunderstanding or otherwise, the
views, the statements, and the arguments
of his opponents.  Specimens of this have



