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being, ini fact, a craze for makingi the sehool ai substitute for
apprenticeship. But it cannot be done. Fît faber fabr-icando.
It is ini business that business must be learned. The plain
rudiments of an Englislb education rnust of course be taught,
and taughit wvell. Af ter that the best subJeets for instruction
are suchi as wvill sharpen, the wits. And I know nothing so
suitable for this as the classics and matheinatics. In uniravellingy

complicated sentence of a language so different in structure
from. his own, a boy's mind acquires flexibility and resource, and

n insgt into the intricacies of speed-a grasp of the imnport
of expression, the art, in fact, of listening-tîe value of wvbich
-%vii1 be apparent wlien wve bear in inid that the accurate
,apprehiension, and correct interpretation of mnen's language is
hiall the business of life. And iii the study of natbernatics one
mnust reason, as wvell as remeniber. There is room, no doubt, in
the teachingr of classies for crarn. But I do flot regard tbis as
an unmitigated evil. Some readingt ini tbis inucli decried
accornplisrnent is useful. enough. Ability to acquire information
rapidiy, arrange it metbodically, rememiber it distinctly, and
appiy it, promptly is neyer thrown aiwa-y. A man wants it al
bis life. But ail crain makes Jack a duil boy. Now tie
learning of the classics cannot be all crani. The best part of it,
is flot cramn at ail. Put a boy down with nothing but a pen
and ink and a blank sheet of paper, and require him. to turn a
piece of Bnglisb into Latin: the result will show-not the
-extent to wbicb hie lias been cramred-but wbetber or no, and
in Nvhat degree, bis mmnd bias been so exercised as to master tbe
language. And so with matbematics, one wlio atternpts to cramn
thein wvill corne to grief ; but one wbio cau accurately dernonstrate
the propositions of the first four books of Euciid cani foiiow witb
precision a chiain of reasoniingl. If lie can solve some problerns
and deductions, lie can construct, reasonings for himself. And
(wbicb is tbe great tbing in learning to reasoni-a tbing impossible
in matter about whicb there can be two opinions) wlien lie is
wrong, hie can be made to see tbat hie is -%vrong. And if lie can
foliowv the reasonings of the flfth and sixtb books, wvby lie will
tread Nvitb surer steps in those more difficult and thorny patbs
of argrument relating to the affairs of if e in -which men blunder
so commonly and so complacently, and always tbink that they
are riefhit. A boy, I say, wbio lias been taughit in tlîat way bias
made better preparation, for success in life than one wlio lias
-wasted bis opportunities in the premature acquisition of a \vrong
way of book-keeping, and a crude priggisbness about the ways
of business wbhicb, wlîen lie cornes to air it anîong nien of


