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revision secms to have met with very general favour, if we may judge frow

the fact that out of the hundred and seventy copies of Wycliffe’s version no :

extunt, one hundred and thirty-seven belang to Purvey’s revision.

Such therefore was the first form in which the Word o§God was brought -

within the reach of the English people ; and the clergy of England vay
speedily shaved their opinion of Wycliffe's work. The Convecation whidh

. asscmbled at Oxford in 1408, after forlidding any man to translate Scripture
" into English of ‘ his own authority,” solemnly prohibited the reading .

Wychfie's translaticn under *‘ pain of the greater excommunication!” ~ Ly
way of justifying this nionstreus decree, Sir Thomas More asserted, as sonwe

. modern writers have done, that Wycliffe’s version was accompauied by offen-

© sive ‘‘prologues and notes;” but this is untrue; the work cortained n. -

© St. Jerome, the compiler of that very Vulgate which was so sacred fn the

'
'
!
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. of meeting under the protection of night to hear the Word of God read frou

“qotes,” und the ¢ prologues” were exact and literal translations of those «f

eyes of the chuvch.

But while the bishops were thus condemning the English Bible as the wak -
of 2 man who was ‘¢ the instrument of the devil,” the people had found it t.
be in very deed that bread of life for which their souls had long pined, and !
not all the threats of Convocatien ceould deter them from reading it. = The :

sanguinary laws against heretics passcd in the commencemert of the fifteentl: :
ceniury suceveded, after a time, In repressing the open profession of Lollad
apinious ; but men still continved to read in secret the precious words «f
trth which Wyeliffe and Purvey had given to England. In the Bishop' |
Registers we cateh interesting glimpses, in the records of trials for heresy, «f |
private assemblies of humtle mechanics and labourers who were in the hatut

. sume tattered fragneut of Wyecliffe’s Gospels, and who by the help of this

Diviue light had discovered the errors and abuses under which religion wa-
overwhelmed.  The influence of Wycliffe’s own writings passed away, e
his labours on the Word of God produced permanent results ; they preparel

the way for that great movement of which he was the bright precursor. [t .
is not tov much to say that nearly all the spiritnzl life and light in Englani ..

during the century preceding the Refi rmation may be traced to the circuls- :
tion of Wyclifte’s version of the Holy Seriptures among the English pecple.
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TORONTO, 1str FEBRUARY, 1878.

BOARD MEETINGS.

The Beard of Directors met on Tuesday, Dee. 11th, at 7.30 P.M. The
Pon. Willin MceMaster in the chaiv.  The Secretary reud the circular which
Lisl been sent to the Lovwdon Branches, and which was approved.

Reperts were submitted from the following Agents : the Rev'ds. W. W,
"ess, Al Youny, Dr. Beanwe ut, J. Gray, C. R. Matthew. R. Hay, J. J. Ricy,
T. M. Reikie
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