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This inestimable boon they owed te Peter Valdes or Waldo, itrich nierchant
in Lyons, wvho had been aw'akenedà to serious thouglit by the sudd1en death of
a conipanun according te sorne, by the chance lay of a travelling troubadour
according te others. We can imagine the woender and jey of these people
when this liglit broke upen them thirough,, the clouds that environed them.
But 'ie inust not îâcture te ourselves a dÀlrusion of the Bible, in those ages,
at ail Bo wide and rapid as weuld. take place iii our day Nvhen copies cau be su
easily rnultiplied by the printing press. Eachi cepy was laboriously produced
by the pen ; its price correspexîded tu the tiime and labour expended in its
production ; it had, te be carried long distances, often by slow and uncertain
conveyances ; and, last of ail, it had to enceunter the frowns and ultimately
the prohibitory ediets of a hostile hierflrchy. But there were conipensatory
advantages. Diffculties but tended te whet the desire of the people to ob-
tain the Book, and whien, once their eyes l,-Ighted on its page, its truths made
the deeper au impression on their minds. It stoed eut in its subliuînity frein
the fables onôvhieh they had been fed. The conscience feit that a a-reater

ti man was addressing it frein its page. Each cepy surved scores ant hun-
dreds cf readers.

Besides, if the mechanical appliances were ]acking to those a,ges, which the
progress cf inv~ention lias conferred or- ours, there existud a living machinery
whicli worked indefati-ably. The Bible was sung lu the lays of troubadours
and niinnesing«ers. it was recited in the sermons of I)arucs. And these
'.£ffrts reacted on the Bock frein which they hiad sprung, b)y leading men te*
tlîe yet more earnest perusal aud the ýet wider diffusion of it. ThieeTrouiba-
dour, th,; Barbe, anid i-ightiest. of ail, the BIBLE, were the three missionaries
t'hat, traversed the south cf Europe. Disciples ivere niultiplied : congre-ations
were ferined : barons, cities, provinces, joiîîed the movement. It semred as
if the Rteformation wvas corne. Net yet. Reome hadl -not filed iip lier cuLp ;
uer had the nations cf Europe that fuil and woeful demonstration they hiave
since received, how cruslîing te liberty, te knowledge, te order, is lier yolie,
tu inducu thein te join uuiversaily ini the struggle te breatk it.

Desides, it lîappened, as lias ofteu been seen at historie crises cf the Papacy,
that a Pope equal. to the occasion fiiled the Papal throne. 0f remarkable
vigcî,ur, cif dauntless spirit, and cf sanguinary temper, Innocent III. but too
truly guessed thue character and diviined the issue of the movement. Be
sounded tlie tocsin (if persecution. blail-cladl abets, lcrdiy 1prelates, " lo
-wielded by turns the crosier, the sceptre, and the sword; barons and counts
amubitious of enlarging their demains, m~dnobs cager te wnreak- their savage
fanaticismn on thc.ir neighibours, iwhose persons they hiated and ivhose
goods they coveted, assexnbled at the Porntiff"s snîmons. Fire and sword
speedily did the work cf exte-:miniatiun. Where before hacl been seen sniiling,
provinces, flourishing cities, z.nd a mnerons, virtucus, and orderly population,
there ivas new a blackenied and sileut desert. That nothing niaglit be lacking
te carry on thiis turrible weork, Innocent III. set -up the tribunal of the Inqui-
sition.%2 Behind the scidiers cif the Cross marclicd the nmoikhs cf St. Dominici
and -what eqraped the swcrd cf the one ptrished by thie racks (if the othpr.
Iu eue of these dismal tragcdies net, fewer than a liundred thlcusau-id persons
are said te have been destroyed. Over ivide arcas not a, living thing was
left :ail were given tu the sword. Mounds of ruins and ashes alune nrnrkedl
the spot where cities and villages hadl fornîerly stood. But this violence re-
cifled in flic end on tlie pewier-îv]ichlha, lelyed it. It did notextinguishi

the movement: it but mnade it strikc its rot its decper, tri spring up agaîn aud
again, and ecd time with greater vigour and over a wider area, tifl at hast

it was. sceii that Ruine by these deeds wvas only lirepa.ri-ng for Protestantisi'n
ai more gîrustriuniph, and for herseif a niore signal overthrow.-W;i'


