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Cardinal dhercier

= FTER allowing all due credit to the leaders of the belli-

Bl gerent armies, to the ministers and diplomats of the many
elements in combat and to the other many notlable intel-
leets conneeted either direetly or indireetly with the war-
ring nations, we can truly say one of the foremost fizures in the
public eve at the preseni moment is the Cardinal Primate of Bel-
aiun.

Cardinal Meveier was born on the 22nd of November. 1851, at
Braine ’Alleud. a small town situared within a few miles of Water-
loo. After a brilliant course in the Arts. Philosophy and Theology
he was ordained to the priesthood. Within a very few years he was
professor of philosophy in the Petit Seminaire of Malines, which
position he filled 1111 1882 when he was called to the chair of Thomis-
tiec Philosophy in the then flourishing but now demolished Univer-
sity of Louvain. His profound knowledge of all intricate subjects
was soon revealed. No diffieulty was too great, no obstacle so per-
plexing that his penetrating brain could not unfold. Ilis esteem
for the philosophy and theology of St. Thomas led him into a decp
and scientifie rescarch of the ways and means whereby a conciliation
of Thomism and modernism could be achieved,—a harmonizing of
the results of modern seience with the unchanging dogmas of Chris-
tion metaphysies. IHis course of philosophy in five large volumes
was the outcome—a monument of ideas that has won him the ad-
miration of the world and a place in the frout rauk of contemporary




