
and determination, financially and in every other respect, of Mr.
Smith. "

In 1886, in view of the valuable services rondored to Canada
and the Empire by Mr. Sith, Qucen "Victoria ercated him a
Knight of St. Michael and St. George. The followring year Mr.
Smith rc-entored polities and was elced meinher of the Dominion
Parliament for Montreal West, and remainodl iii office tiil the end
of the Conservative administration. In 1889 lie wvas appointed
governor-gencral of the fludson 's Bay Comnpany.

Iu 1896 Mr. Smnith was appointed Ca-rnadian I{igh Commis-
sioner in London, which office lie retained until his death. The
followirig year hoe was raised to the peerage as Lord Stratheona
and 'Mount iRoyal, 'which titie wvill now be transferred to his only
child's eldest son.

Thus is it any wonder that the demise of su-cli a man should
silence for a time the courts of this country's legislators and evok-e
sucli universal xnourning? Whcn word of bis doath was received
hetre on Janiuary twenty-first, last, men of all crceds and ail shades
of polities forgot their diffieulties and united in voicing sentiments
of respect to the memory of Canada's Grand OId Mi'an.

1 have called hlm. Canada's Grand Old M\-an; for such lie truly
was. Although borni in the old land beyond the seas, the best
days of his life were spent in Canada and for Canada. Ris great
foresiglit enabled him frorn the first to realize what 'vas in store for
this country. H-e knewv that she w'as destined to rank higli among
the nations of the world. Atnd like Sir Chas. Tupper and Sir John
A. MeDonaki, lie strugglcd continually in enabling hier to, reacli
bier destination.

But if Lord Stra.th-cona, held an enviable position in the poli-
ticai arena, bis place in the financial ivorld ivas no less enviable.

In 1885 lie speculated in the St. Paul and the Pacifie, wvith
J. J. Hi11, R. B. Angus and George Stephien, and succeeded in ae-
quirilg out of this one iuvestment the enormous sum of ciglit mil-
lions of dollars. On account of bis connections wvith the Canadi-an
Pacifie Railway lie ivas made President of the Bank of Montreal,
which office lie held for ton years. Tn 1905 hoe becamne fonorary
President of this saine institution and coutinued as sueli tiil bis
death.

Tf in the early days of bis life Lord Stratheona succeeded iu
amassing a large fortune, lie vas equally successfulin luis later
days in proving bimself to be a munificent spender of mnonies for

UNI VERSITY 0F OTTAWA REVIEW


