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I'astor anb peopit
LIFE.

The dead grain dropped to its cold earth bed
The earth said, ««Surely it is flot dead;
There iu life in me, my life 1 give-
Take it, O poor dead grain and live."

And power wrought. To the ligbt of day
Upward the tender blade made way ;
Above and around the glad air played,
f 'There is lite in me for the tender blade."

The cloud dissolved and ceased to be,
"dMy life for tbine-thou haut need of me."
The great sun gave of bis glowing heat,
And the poor dead grain was living wheat.
The waving harvest field in glee
Shouted, 'l O man, here is 1f. for the-
Here is lite for thee from the coîd earh clod,
Thy lif. is the breath of the living God."

A PRA YER.

Great Lord, in earnest, trustful prayer we ask
That every day, in whatsoever place
We b., the calm, sweet radiance of Thy face
May rest upon us, brigbtening every task;
That we may b. all-glorious in Thy ligbt,
Well-bumnished vessels, giving back the glow
And lustre far and near, that 50
The circling gloom and darkness be made bright,
We ask that evermore Thy light within
May broaden and intenuify and chase
From heart and life the looming shade of sin,
So that Thy constant witnesses-e'en we-
We may, with star-like radiance, in the place
Thou cboosest, shine in risen life with Thee.

FTHE GOSPEL IN LARGE
GAPI TÂLS.-IVJ

DR. PATON'S STORY 0F A CHRISTIAN
ADVENTURE.

BY FIDELIS.

Having balth bis churcb, Mr. Paton next
essayed ta be bis own printer aud publisher,
and taught himself the art af printing Sa well
that ho was able ta print off bis first Tannese
baoklet qulte successfully, sa much sa that
he irankly tells us, ln bis delight aver bis
féat, ho threw aff bis bat and dauced Ilke a
schaalbay about bis printing press, at dead
af nigbt, wben ail the rest af the island's
papulatian lay fast asleep, His deligbt
had full justificatian. The Tannes. langu-
age bad been first pot Inta wrltten (arins by
bimseif, thon be had prepared tbe trans-
lation sud printed It wlth bis own' bauds ;
and uow, tbraugh bis awu single-handed
agency, tbe first sbeet af tbe Haly Scrip-
tare lu Tannese was ready ta ga iartb an Its
light-giving missian. Gibbon has tald us
af bis feeling an tbe night wben, st Lau-
saune, b. compieted bis great histary. Jobn
Patan bad mare reasan ifor rejaicing wben
ou his remote lsland be campleted bis first
boakiet. Shartly aiter we bave a diflerent
scene : I"One day, wblle tallng at my bous.,
tbe war cbief, bis brother, and a large party
af armod men surraunded tbe spot whero I
was warkiug. They ail bad muskots besides
tbeir own native weapans. They watched
me for same time in silence, and then every
man levelled a musket straight at my bead.
Escape was Impassible. Speecb wauld only
bave Increased my danger. My eyesigb:
came and wont far a few moments. 1 pray-
ed ta my Lord Jesus, ether Himself ta pro.
tect me or ta take me bome ta Hlm glary.
1 tried ta koep working on at my task, as If
na onewa-a r -M e. _ At&th.% mmen, a

sgreeably, tbougb occasionallv a brigbt ex-
ception gave tbe solitary missiouary rosI
pleasure. One ln particular, an American
whaier, commanded by a Cbristian captain
and manned by a Obristian crew, was an
agoU's visit, and tbat ai a kindly French-

man also made a pleasant contrast ta tbe
rapacity and brutality generally exbIbited by
tbe Euglisb traders, some of whom were
little better tban slave-traders, being guilty
of the Infamous '«Kanaka labour-traffic,"
deporting thausands af natives Into wbat
was little els. than colonial slavery. To
tbe perpetuai perils ta wbich the mission-
ary's lite was exposed tbrough the caprice
and savage ieuds ai the Tannes., was added
another danger, tbat ai murderous ebul-
litions stlrred up by the machinations af
these infamaus men. 1It was a sandal-wood
trader tbat brought ta Tanna the sad tidings
af tbe merder af the brave Gordon and bis
wife at Erromauga, nrglng the warlike
Harbour chiefs ta follow the examples ai
tbe Erramangans and kilI their missionsry.
Fram this extremity tbey seemed ta ho
restrained by an unseen baud, but, as If in
bravado, Indulged in loud praise af tbe Er-
ramangans, aud even Mr. Paton's friendly
cbiefusbowed sigus ai relapsing loto the
savagery from wbicbh. bad partially raised
thoin. Tbe murder af tbe Gardons badt
been brougbt about tbrough the combiued
Influence ai cruel superstition, the mslig-
naut Intrigues ai tbe gadless traders and the
plague af measles, mast destructive ta tbese
poor savages, wbicb tbese unscrupulous
men actually Introduced amang them witb
tbe deliberato Intenian ai weakening the peo-
pie and exciting them ta kilI or drive away
tbe missionaries i It was a sandal-waod
trader, also, that ianded toar young men,
strichen with measies, au the shore af Tanna
and thus spread tbrough the Island a plague
that swept away, Iu its course, iully one-
third ai the entire population af Tanna,
wbile the survivars vere aten so prastrated.
by weakoss that they vero unable ta, bury
the dead. 0f course, the enemies ai the
" Worsblp ai jebavah.God " beiieved that
tbe plague vas due ta its introduction Into
the islaud, and tbe missi onary's position grev
moro precariaus than ever. A treacberous sud
vicked chief called Miaki boldil declared ta
Mr. Patan : IlYou sud the varship are the
cause af ail the sickness and death nov tait-
log place at Tanna. The Erromanga men
killed Missi Gordon, and they are ail vel
long ago. Thie vorship Is killing us al
sud tbe inlaud people vill Ilf11 us for keep-
ing Von and the vorship bere, for we lave
tbe canduct ai Tanna, but vo bate tbe
vorsbip. We must kili you sud it, and vo
sbsil ail be weîl again."

Thus, mysteriously enaugb, did tbe
course ai events tbreaten the mission with
entire destruction. Mr. Paton's lite vas
attempted again and again, but thelr at.
tempts were foiled lu ways tbat seemed velI-
uigh miraculous. Repeated attempts ta
break into bis bouse at nigbt were baffled by
bis vigilance and tbat ai bis falthful dog,
wbicb vauld avake hlm vith a sharp bark
wben ,he savages came near, sud cauid, ou
occasion, even frighteu svay tbe murderous
cowards. For a time, hovever, matters
samewhat improved. Mr. Paton, by repeat-
ed acts ai untiring kinduosy, among ather

heatbsu darknoss, aud knowing weil the

condition ai misery sud vice which that
darkness lmplied. Findinig the missionary
firm lu bis purpose, the Commodore gave
the Tannes. a sorioes exhortation as ta their
conduct tavards Mr. Paton, wbicb was
lnterpretod ta îbem thraugh Dr. Geddie and
a man fron Aneityum wha spoke Tannose,
for esch ai ibese Islands bas its distinct
tanun. Miaki and athers promisod ta pro-
tedt Mr. Paton's life ; but aid Noaka re-
reveaied tbe real cause ai ail the otberwise
Inexplicable hostility tovards s man vbo,
as tboy bad every reason ta kuow, vas tlbeir
true friend. Ho said, uaiveiy enoagb,
"'Captain Paddam sud ail the traders tell
us that the varship causes ail aur sickness
sud destb. Tboy wlil nat trade witb us,
nor seil us tobacco, pipes, powder, nails, caps
and muskets, tilI we kilI out Missi, iike the
Erromaugaus, but suter that tbey vili moud
a trader ta live amang us sud give us pienty
for ail these tbings. We lave Missi, but
wben the traders tell us that the varsbip
makos us sick, and vbon tbey bribe us witb
tobacco sud powdor ta kilI hlm or drive hlm
away, some belleve tbema, sud aur bearts do
bad canduct ta Missi. Let Missi romain
bore, sud vo yl îry ta do gaad couduct ta
Missi; but yau must tell Queen Tarisai
ber people's bad treatment of us, and that
sho must preveut ber traders irom killing us
wltb their messies, sud fran îeliiug us lies
ta ruake us do bsd canduct ta Missi. If
tboy came ta us snd talk as befare, aur
bearts are very dark, and mal again iead
us ta do bad canduct ta Missi."

This pstbotlc appeal is suggestive
enougb ai the far deeper depravity ai tbese
white beatbons wba loved the darkuess sud
hatod the ligbt hecause tbeir deeds were
evîl. Il suggests aima that, lu the bonar ai
England, sucb crimes as vere beiug per-
petrated by tbose.subjects ai hors sbould
have heen visitod wiîh the severost punish-
mnt. It vas, indeed, a mistake ta allow
the murder ai the Gardons ta go uopuuisb-
ed. The fact that it dld, emboideued tbo
Tannes. ta reuow, evouîuaily, their perse-
cation ai Mr. Paton and bis uev iollow-
laborors at the other eoftai Iislaud, Mr.
and Mrs. Matbeson, witb sucb iury sud de-
terminatian that before mauy mauîbs bad
passed the mlssiousrles had ta escape for
their lives, aud the mission had for a time
ta ho abaudonod.

This did not happon tilI suter msuy
hslrbreadtb escapes had convinced Mr.
Paton that l vas bis duty ta retire (rom a
field wbere ta remain vas ciearly ta sacri-
fice bis* lue lu vain. A determiuod attack
by a large body ai armed savagos, led sud
insîigaîed by Miaki, forced hlm sud bis
falîbial Aueityumese toachor, Abraham, ta
escape for their lives, loaving ail the
praperty contsined lu the mission-bouse at
the mercy ai the plunderiug barbarlans, who
melîod bis type into shat, tare up bis books
sud sald bis ciotbiug ta the crew ai the
very vessol sont lailu tino for their roscue.
Mr. Paton badilu the meantimo joined Mr.
sud Mrs. Maîheson. Aitor s tbriiiing erles
ai advenîeres by sea and land, during vhlcb
ho vas barassed, decoived agalu and again,
even by bis friends, grudglngly pratectod at
timos, surroanded sud persuod by armed
men, and fiualiy, after creeplng, under caver
of the darkness, tbrough loverai balf bostile

put lu ta rescue any ai the Party Who migbt
survive. But, aiter purcbssiug bis plunder-
ed goods for s trifle from the savages, the
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peaple ta do rigbt. Yau vua
y ar eîo -creaures, &6 bose IOBla

vou remit tbey are Iremtted," Dtl0
formai absolution, but lu deed go le

putingu then Whogb 0
by ptngaway. Y a lr
isteriug lovbugly ta your reiis i
departinent ai the reinedîil g t~IO5 l
day, beleve that your ork is Col! 0 <
as mach sa mine, that it 1s0lIIksMVil#
eteral purpse ai od, and cusecre!.. i
the breaîh ai Hlm vhasaid. " Tee le
Holy Spirit."

vessoîs coîy psssed on their vaV,
notice ai signais ai distress. One IIlhb '
Paton w s aroused by bis isthtdi deta î<
Clutha, stili t bis side, just lu ti0 bo tilMt
veut the buruiug ai the mission biW
along vitb the cburch which hadIW d-
fire. A tornado, olloed i aSrica f
roui ai ramn, came to bis aid, sud th"eto
vbo bad surrouuded the bouse ',tdté
the tino, but vere prepared taret
norulng ta finish tbeir niarderas cu
J ust thon, wbou there seemed no baPel
af " Ssii 0 i sail(o11, vas bornet
astonisbed ers ai the litthOP ry a
look seaard assured them thâta :;§à
Ideed saied lmb the bay. It
ho One of the trading vessels wh'u
prevlausly passod thorn by, but wbicblS
earnest request ai Dr. Geddie, had f 1'I
ta taire the missionaries an hoOeI
rescue came not a moment taaSOO
ntendig assailants disappearedi ud &W

rescuig as mch af Mr. Mateooy$Pff
portysvas possible lu the short tic b10'
mand, tho litle party embafked lu twO
ta reach the vessel. But lt bd OIFdà
ta ieovsrd, sud lu the nraO àa
tbey failed to fiud lit; sud for sanlie tit"
hours the regees bad ta sitilu' elf
part ai the tinoe nder s tropical~
the vbereabouts ai the vesse, d
discovered. No ar sd Miakî c 0 Oc %f.

visit thon, sud tbe latter iried ta
Patla ntmiareturning ta seO ihesc0.1oi
bouse. Finaiiy b. admittod tihe tr ic*U8
lh. case. " We bave take ou rt
bous. cantabned aud vouid baVebc,
you-» The soamen au the vessOl gr00
tuallY earing sm oo aibis cot1 J lw
they bad bought for a5 tle tîabcc

0O thI1

vich theY uttery refused ta giveu o hP
needy over. Truy tbeh ý
peaple" vere anly asLsade i0sshdligo,
than these represeutaîlves ai Brtisb Î108
tiona. Hovover, the-e utie Party 1Mso
ibm. lauded ai Sydney;- batb*ig
alone eventuaily survived 'the hardsbI',u6
auxietv ai that terrible tiîne OifI
Mrs. Matbeson'm delicate frame aColi
ed the hegiuniugs ai cousumlit OfbC,49
she died ual long suter soon folowdb
busbaud, vbo ad aima een grestl i i

ed by the exposure ho bad udrO@

CANON WILBEKRFORCg
«"BINDINC AND LOOSINO-

The Sacordotalisîs vii l otbî b
tho manner lu vbicb Canon Wibs~
"6given hlm self avayl" lu a sl00
bu Westminster Abbey o o " J « - to

vhich vo taire the folloviug :'bd1
coutext ai ibis commissian of the 1
yoa mal aporecbate its significaOldJg

exen. He breatbed on t1h00
Taireylb.theHoly Spirit. Wbose 1<15 l

mission caniorred upan the C
vhale. The vhole body of the dtif
vomen inciuded, ver e gathered 11oîùe
chamber ai tbe lime. The Divn aS
Is regardloss ai mcx or stationg* Xge-
commission is the iustificatiau fort 9
dise ai tb. fuchons Ofai sS 0lutafr
ardaiued mbistry Is undaubted, bat.aaïe


