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Ilad flot on earth whereon to lay Hîs
head ;

I1 OMW bis flrst foiiowers and servants sped,
The precepts sage they -wrote to many a

land ;
II0W lhe, who loue Ilu Patmos banlshed,

8iam, ln the sun a mighty angel stand,
And heard great Bab'lou's dootu pro-

flounced by heav'n's command.

"Then kneeling'down to heaven's Eterual
King,

The saint, the father, aud the liusband
prays ;

Hlope 'sprlngs exulting on triumphant
Wlng',

That thus they ail shall meet lu future
days :

There ever bask lu uucroated rays,
NO more to sIgli or shed the bitter tear,

Together beglnnlng their Croator's praise,
11n such soolety yet stili more dear;*

While clrcllug time moves round lu' an
eternal sphero."'

In the f lrst o! these verses Burns gives
UR an historical epitomo of the Abrahamlc
Peried, realzed ln the second through the
hum11iliation and death of Christ; and
beautîfulîy applied lu the third, in au
acknowledgmont, at the family altar, of
the kingshlp o! the Savlour.

The Bible, unlike other books, neyer
gets stalo. It always bias a marketable
demand. It bas a fuud of Information for
the litterateur, the poot, the historian,
anad the young man of science. It briugs
Com1fort to the sorrowful : It tells of a
relnedy for tbe sin-strIeken soul .it brlngs
Peaceç througb belloving, to the weary
heart.

The Bible lias to be read falthfully,
Prayerfulîy, oarnestly, carefully, and cou-
t1nuOusiY. To prove effectiiaI, It must lie

tous a friend : we must assimilate the
W'ýOrd lu our natures: It must rogulato

boti, Our Inuer and outer life. And It la
capable of doing ail this, and more, be-
casge it lis lusplred of God ; it is the Word
Of God ; it breathes spiritual life, the very
spirit o1 God.

We canuot, tliereforo, study the Bible
tOO Profouudly, It wiîl givo us better re-
t'Ir" for Our researcli, than ail other books
COnlblned. Proacliers of the word are be-
R'l111ing to realise this fact, God's
thouglits, gieaned by the way frorntlie
fleIdS Of trutb coutalned lu His word (Il-
reetly and not secoudhaud, or brought to
the surface from its many preclous mines
Of labori0 ,u 8 , personal application, is
More effectuai and profitable upon the

Oert f boarers than the borrowod
thOughts and expres3sions of others, they
Corne aglow witîî the beart's experience
0f the speaker.

There 18 but oue legitImato source from
Whieh we derive natural ligbt, heat, and
hlfe-~that Is, from the sun. There is but

otlg1itmate source from wheuce we de-rive Ur spiritual llgbt, beat, aud life-
that lai, from Jesus. H1e says, "1arn the
Il 91tOf the world." * " * I arn the119t and tbe life of men."

««uI Christ is bld ail the treasures .of
Welsd(Or n ad knowîedge." Ail wisdom and

kulOWledge must thereforo be borrowed,
411e borr.owed from Jesus Christ. And tlie
Word of 00q, the scriptures of the Old andN~ew Testamients, whichi alone reveal
Chtris8t, and therefore reveal God, because

Crist Ifs both the revelation aud the re-
eau 8 ; 0f the P~ather's love and ivill to-
Wards man, must be the mine from whonce

the WorId's Wlsdomu and knnowledge avenr

'n'ad ko'wledge o! the Word o! God
la 'ery- valuable; but let us-nover forget
t4t W m la n entaly the &rlp.

THEa CANADA
be Ignorant of !te profound trutlis. A
living hoart kuowiedge of the Word la
what ls wanted. Obedionce to the dic-
tates of the Word brings salvation : " Do
thîs, and live." The Word is the broad
0f life, It ls the arrnory from whience the
Christian obtains bis defeusIvo weapous.

-My brethron," Paul says (Epli. vi., 10),
"hc strong lu the Lord, and lu the

power o! His miglit. Put on the wliole
armour o! God, that ye may be able to
stand agalust the wiles of the dovil. For
we wrestio not against flesh and blood,
but agalnst principalities and powers,
agaluet the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in
higli places. Wlierefore take unto you the
whole armour o! God, that ye rnay he able
to wîthstand lu the evil day, and liavlng
dloue ail to stand. Stand therefore, hiav-
ing your loins girt ab)out with trith, and
havlng ou the breastplate of righteous-
ness, and your feet shod with. the prepar-
ai-ion of the gospel of peace; above al
takiug tlie shieid of faith, wherexvitli ye
shall be able to quench aah the fiery darts
of the wicked and take the helmet of
salvation."

But the Christian iikewise needs offen-
sive weapons; for lie is required to fight
manfuily and to conquer. " Take the
Sword of the Spirit, ivhich 1ip the Word
of God." And lie must flot forget the
closing injunetion of the Apostie: "Pray-
ing alw.ay, ivith ail p -ay.ýr and supplica-
tion of the Spirit, and watchiug there-
unto wltli ah persev-erence and suppli-
cation for ail saints."

Lot flot the Christian belittie the Word
o! God, lot him not think that lie bias
mastered ail its precepts and eommauds,
that ho bas tasted !ts joys to the f ull, and
uuearthed its most preelous ores. Sucli
a stateo0f mind Io ruinons to his spiritual
nature. If hlias oxporieucod anything
0f the sw-oets of the Word, bis experience
ls but smal lndeed when cornpared whth
tho joys lu store for ail those who truily
soek the Lord lu lis Word. To the true
Christian Canaan is stili ahead, " a laud
flowlng with milk and liouey."

May He who ls the Liglit of the World
so illumnate the sahrod, page to the dark-
oued mindis and hearts o! Hie people, that
they may more cloarly see Christ as their
Savlour. aud guide, and ovrlastiug ro-
ward, that ln tura thoy rnay becomo more
efficient lights lu the world, through tthe
Influence of the Holy Spirit, beacons to
warn sinners frorn off the rocks of carnaI
dosire and worldly tomptations, liglits te
ligliten others to a kaowlodge of Christ,
and towards that desired and blossed
hayon of eternal rest and peace with i od.

"NEITÀHER NECESSAR Y NOR
WISE."o

Somne tbree years ago 1 was permitted by
the Foreign Mission Committee ai aur churcb
ta come to China as a single missionary in
order to ascertain by experiment within our
own Churcb the feasibiiity af single life in
China an smnall saiary. At that time, in al
quarttrs, it was said that thé% possibility of
such an experiment was within reacb of the
Committee on account of my conscnting rst,
ta dress, and 2nd, ta cat Chinese lare, and
atherwise rougb it, as e. g. the China Inland

make these statements with a view, if passible,
of giving a quietus forever to the romantic,
but unreai fancies, of bygone years. Let me,

PRESBYTERIAN.

therefare, earnestly assure your readers that
the experiment permitted by the F. M. C. bas
praceeded from its very inceptian, without
any of the heroic accessories wbich I fear
sympathetic friends stili believe to be the
hourly portion of the undersigned. Suffice it
naw to say that ta adopt these accessories was
happily neither necessary nor wise. The cx-
periment bas been pragrcssing under condi-
tions whichbhave imposed fia bardships upan
the missianary flot equaiiy borne by other
missionaries, a fact wbicb shouid be bailed
with satisfaction wben it is reflected that many
such experimnents, whiie increasing the knaw-
ledge of the Cburch, have cnded, as might be
anticipated, disastrously for the individual.

The experiment, bowever, is flot yet ended,
and fia report bas yet been given ta the
Foreign Missionary Committee. 1 wouid flot
be understoad as in the ieast forcshadawing
that repart, which, in the first instance, is the
unalienable property of the Foreign Missionary
Committee. But 1 shail be greatiy paiued if,
after the foregoing statemeuts, my mode ai
lufe in China shall be stillinivested with an
unreai glamour, as untrue ta the facts of the
case as injuriaus ta sound vicws bath af the
labourer and of bis hire.

The servants of God ougbt ahi to be beroes
in the strife, but, in this bcro-worshipping age,
it is ta be feared tbat the heroic ideais of many
weii-meaning and cnthusiastic Christians wouid
faau of approvai by the standards of the wisdom
of God. Let us giadiy die to-morraw in the
cause, if God cieariy says : It is duty. But a
soieiy self- appointed deatb is neyer duty. Let
us, therefore, gladiy ive to-marrow, if it be the
wiii of God, that we may giorify bim a littie
longer an the eartb. Yaurs in the Work,

DONALD MAcGILLIVRAY.
Chu Wang, Honan.
This letter was unaccountabîy mislaid, and

1'ence its late appearence in these columns.
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JANUARY 1 S.-Strength for God's work. Haw ta obtain
it and ho w to use it.-Haggai ii. 4; Col. i. 9-Sit.

The people af God ta-day are engaged in
a mighty confiict. Tbey must stem the tides
o! intemperance, worldiiness, liccntiousness
and general irreligion, wbicb are sweepiug
iike a flood over the land. They bave per-
haps a sufficient number ai societies, commit-
tees and arganizatians for the successfui pro-
secution ai the wark whicb lies befare tbem
if the members of these societies were aniy
endowed witb the necessary strength. But
no matter how happiiy adjusted the macbiuery
of the Church rnay be, its work wiii prove a
failure uniess God adds His biessing tO it.-
Psaims cxxvii. i.' The panderous Krupp
gun and the powder and bail witbin it,- may
be prepared in sucb a way as to do frightfui
execution, but they are aul useless unless they
are touched'by anc thing-a iightcd match.

I. A man is strong and can do bis ap-
pointcd work when God is witb hirn. If
Moses had undertaken to deliver the childrcn
of Israel from Egyptian bondage at the tinic
wben he first desired ta do so, the attempt
would bave been a conspicuous failure. But
wben God promised, saying, 'lCertainiy 1 wiii
be with tbee," the undertaking couid flot resuit

selves$ but how strong they became w--hen -t-hey
were filied with the Hohy Spirit i Paul couidý
say, 1'Whcn 1 arn wcak then am 1 stroflg."
Hawever sharp tbe trial befare bim bhe felt
strong ta meet it, because he knew that the
Lord would stand by bim. (2 Timotby iv

21

17). A man may be a giant PbYsically, and
he may labour bard in the cause of religion,
but bis work wilI produce no lasting or bene.
ficial resuits unle,s the blessing of God rests
upon it. On the other band, a man may be
50 hampered by physical infirmity that be
seems able to accomplish littie or nothing,
and yet, if God is with him, blessing bis feeble
efforts, neither time nor eternity can measure
the resuits.

Il. How is this strength to be obtained?
Not from the study of human nature, not from
a knowledge of books, though it is welI to un-
derstand men and to master books. We are
strengtbened with rnight by the Hoiy Spirit.
(Ephesians iii. 16.) God strengtbens us by
giving us the Holy Spirit ini answer to- the
prayer of faith. Ordinarily God gives His
choicest blessings in answer to prayer, bence
if we desire strength, we should pray for it.
God designs to make us strong, but for this
He wilI be enquired of by us to do it for us.
(Ezekiel xxxvi. 36 37.) Thougb the disciples
were assured again arid again that the Holy
Spirit would corne and endow them with
power, yet they continued in prayer day after
day until the promised Comiorter came. lI
we would be strong, then we must follow the
advice which was once tendered a distin-
guished evangelist,: " Honour the Spirit." It
would flot perhaps be true to say that Chris-,,
tians to-day would have to make the confes-
sion which was once made by tbe members of
the Church at Ephesus, ',We bave not s0
much as heard wbether there be any Holy
Ghost," but still it is to be feared that the
Spirit is flot honoured as He ought to be. If
we look into any hymnal we shall sec that only
a very small proportion of the hymns bear
upon the Spirit's work. Do we pray as fer-
vently as we should that the Spirit would
guide us in ail our services ? Luther was wont
to say that if be had but ten minutes in whicb
to prepare for a meeting, he would spend seven-
of the ten in waiting upon God. if we would
be strong, then we must- be olten at a throne
of grace, pleading that God. by His Holy
Spirit would endow us for the duties wbich
devoive upon us. Again, we sbould exercise
the strength we have, in order that we may
grow stronger. Whefl we accomplish one
task successfully we should feel braced up for
another, and we should, moreover, be prepared
to ask and expect greater things from God.
David feit that because God bad strengtbened
bim to meet a lion and a bear he would
quahify bim for meeting the giant Goliath
(i Samuel xvii. 37.) 14Each victory wili help
you some other to win."

111. How is this stîength to be used ? In
subduing the evil within us ; in overcomning
our easily-besetting sins and in cultivating
Christian gifts and graces. We are just as
surely m orking for God when we are doing-
these things as we are when engaged in public-
duties. "This is the will of God, even your
sanctification" But we sbould also use our
strength in belping others ; in puliing down
the strongboids of sin ; in waging aggressive
warfare with everything that interferes with,
the progress of the Gospel, and in lending
assistance to anything that 15 calculated to
advance the interests of our Lird's kingdomn.

Where duty calis, or danger,
Be neyer wanting there.

Nine tirées out o! teu, the beait thing
that eau happen to a young man le to be
tossed overboard and compelled to slnk or
swlin for hlmself. In ail my acquaintane 
I never knew a man to be drowned who
was Worth the savIng.-James A. Garlield.


