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TORONTO, WEDNESDAY. JUNE ist, 1892.

"JFtwenty-scven members of the PresbytcrianJ.Church, twclve of themn ministers, and amon gthe tweive the Moderator of the General Asscmbiy,secured legisiation for Quecn's University other thanthat they wcre authorized to secure, and failcd toreport the fact to the Supreme Court, it is high timethe Assembly had looked into their action.

TJ HE correspondent of the britisi Weeky saysIthat wbcn he attcndcd the late meeting of theCongregational Union of England there was adesense of unoieasantness in the air" and he had "afeeling of mlserabiencss" We hope the membersof our General Assembly have no feeling of thatkind this week. Why should ýnen meeting to dothe Lord's work bave a feeling of miserableness ?

TJ HREE or four undred men, no matter howIgood tbcy arc, can neyer do difficuit workwith much deiiberation, espccially if any of the workhappens to be of an cxciting nature. lU is almostimpossible to make a good court of a public meet-ing. The Gencral Assembîy will increase rathertban diminish in numbers, and will grow unwieidyas it grows large. The right tbing is to give it lessto do. A large body should deal witb large ques-tions and with these only. Smail issues are oftcnmuch more irritating than large ones.

'YIEWED even as a matter of policy it is doubt-Sfui if the Protestants. of UIlster, or ratherthose who assume to speak for tbem, 'are wisc inthreatening to take up arms should Home Rule begiven to Ireland. Everybody knows that spiritedEnglishmen and Scotchmen despise a tbreat. Ifthey cannot be persuaded to vote against HomeRule they can neyer be frightened into voting*against it. Lord Salisbury's inflammatorv appealsto the Orangemen are utterly unwortby of -a BritishPremier. He wouic! not risk anytbing himself bytaking part in the proposcd rising and he shouldflot invite others to risk their property and lives inany such enterprise.

XJHEN the Gencral Assembly of the Ameni-W canPresbyterian Churcb decided to meetin ortandit assupposed by many that someveteran Home Mission man on the Pacific coastwould be bonoured with the Modcratorship. Toan outsider that would have seemed a natural andbandsome thing to do, but the Assembly put a pro-tfessor from Danville, Kentucky, in the chair. TheAssembly knows its 0w n business, and the newModerator is saîd to be an admirable man, but aitthe same one cannot belp thinking that the ciectionof a Home Mission Moderator on the Pacific siopetwould have been in accordance with the fitncss offtbings, more especially as the hast Moderator wasFallo a College man.y
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larger plaoe, even if the congregation to which he iscalied is flot more important than the one he isasked to leave, that the cail will be accepted. Theydo things differentiy across the water. Dr. Stalkerbas declined to leave Glasgow and go to Maryle.bonc, London, and thc Rev. Mr. McDonaîd thinks ilbis duty to remain in bis present position in Szot-land, though invited to the puipit of Regent Squarein the World's Metropolis. It would add more thana little to the dignity and uscfulncss of many a pas.tor if peopie did not suspect that he was ready tarun to any kink of a city congregation that migbtbeckon to bim.

TJ HE cost of a Gencral Assembly is a seriousIm atter. We have heard the figures givenrepeatcdly as wcli up arnong the thousands, but aswe have no way of vcrifying them at this momentwe do flot care to corne down to particulars. 15there any reason why a General Assembîy sbouldmeet cvery year ? Supposing matters not involvingquestions of doctrine and polity werc taken in bandby the Synods, there would flot be, so far as we cansec, any reason why a Gencral Asscmbîy meetingevery two years shouid not meet the wants of theCburch for some time. Be that as it may, the firstand most pressing duty is to clear the SupremeCourt of much of the business that goes on itsdockct-wc say on its dockct, for that is the onlyplace whcre mucb of it docs go. Most earnestîy dowe urge members to do somctbing in the way ofcutting down the dockct 50 that business may bedone and donc with sometbing like deliberation,dignity and decorum. Could any man wbo sat inthe last Assembly corne away with the impressionthat even ail important matters reccived the calmconsideration they should bave received ? Whatshahl we say about matters that were flot con-sidcred at al?

0UR genial old friend Bro. Mutch more, of Phila..d elphia, ailowed himsclf to be nominated, forthe Moderatorsbip of'the American Assembly theother day. Bro. Mutchmore, as many of our readersknow, is editor, and, we believe, proprietor, of anexcellent Cburch paper and has donc splendid ser-vice for. Presbyterianism with bis pen and types.His ciection was sought by some as a recognition ofthe services rendercd by the Cburch press-services,by the way, that no General Assembly couid over-estimate, for the press of the American Presbyterianbas no superior in the worid. On the first ballotDr. Mutcbmore got 83 votes out of a total of 544, andon tbe second 'onlY 48, wben be witbdrew. Wedon't suppose Dr. Mutchrnore cares a straw aboutModeratorships, but bis friends might bave knownvcry well that honours of tbat kçind neyer corne toan editor. An editor'might work for bis Cburch athousand years, each week of the thousand doingexcellent service, and with one paragraph makeenemies enough to get bimseif beaten by any lobby-ing nobody whô never missed bis dinner for Presby-terianism or any other good cause. Neyer mnd,Bro. Mutchmore, you and ail the other editorialworkers will get justice in tbat Generai Assembîy inwbich the rewards are justly distributed.

HEqueto of supplying vacant pulpits in ahlTdenominations, except the Methodist andEpiscopalian, is becoming so difficuit tbat one istempted to ask whether. aftr all, he -11-ling omin

îck of ail these ct- miit.w.,k hv tare 50 anxious to corne.b'ey hear candidates one after another. The more theyear, the more tney don't know what they want. Every manIat cornes wili miake some friends. Some please the younig'lks. One set in the Church wants a man iust like the lastastor, and another stt wants a different sort of man. Some'on't vote for a minister who reads his sermon. Some wanttgood plain gospelizer, and others want a ministerial dude.rhe cases are not rare in which congregations become solivided and demoralized under the strain of this process asobe permanentîy injured. And as to the poor uniortunate
candidates," who are weighed in the balances and foundanting, they go away humbled and mhortifled and discour.

saged, and wonder whetber they have flot made a sad mis*takes in tinkin that the Lord bad called tbemn into the miflhstry-iThe Moderators Of Sessions in vacancies on this sider Of the line could no doubt tell the same story if tbeY*Wished to do so. The fact is the system bas COffi-tpletely broken down. After hearing fifty candidates*a corigregation may be in a worse position than be,2fore it heard one, and it may then cali a man1 t1 nearly so good as any one of twenty that mnighthave been chosen out of the fifty. General Assem1blies seem afrajd to tackle the question.

'J ECANA')A PRESBY1TERIAN has neer been 1il'
favour of PUlling UP Young ecclesiasticalplants to find out whether they are alive and takiflgroot. We neyer advocate change for the sake Ofchange. Letting well enough alone is, in Our opinlion,a safe rulein ordinary circumstances. Ibis conserva'tism, however, is fot Bourbonism. Churches shouldlearn something a s the years roll on, and if our UnitedChurch bas flot learned in seventeen years that theGeneral Assemnbly has at least about twice as mnuchwork as it should have and the Synods not haîf 3a5much as they could very well do, then we fear thatthe Chrcf wl neyer learn anything. Why in the

teanelodPes berincommon sense should MiS'teendthelAtianti assembled from every point be-twee th Atantc and Pacjfic to do business thatcan be done just a s well by a Synod ? The clilTia"of absurdity israched when Vy~ see grey hairedmen travel thousands of miles to rerso thg"a cOmmittee to report at next As fsemy," or wo
stili> to lay something on the table. We do not WOnder that men who travel from Bzitish Columnbiaor Prince Edward Island to Toronto or Montreal tOattend to matters Of vital interest sometimes beconmeimpatient. They could scarcely be called Christiansif they didn't. Just fancy -a man travelling threethousand miles at great expense to somebody tOspend bis time on matters that could easily be di5Sposed of by any local court. The remedy is just asvisible as the Sun On a clear June day. Take atleast balf the present bu3iness out of the AssernblYand assign it to Synods and let the Assembly m'eetSay once in two years.

THE ROMAN CHUR CH ANJID ED UCA TIONV

Tj HE Roman Catholic Church is deeply interest'I.ed in POpular education. That interest iýmost keenly manifested in Protestant countries. Ithas a great deal to say as to how elementary schoOl'are to be managed, and is by no means diffident a'to the character of the dlaims it persistently ad'vances. The zeal Of its ecclesiastics on behaîf Ofnational education is flot impervious to critici5Il.The question whether it is education for its own sakcor as a means of advancing the interests of that particular Church is an open one. The pricsthood, Whohave no children of their own to educate, are verYanxious that other peopîe's cbildren should betrained in accordance with their Own peculiar ["0'tions. Where they have the field to themselves thesame eagcr zeal for Popular education is not Coflspicuously apparent. Spain and Portugal, Belgiun1and Italy, before its Unification, could make strikingdisplays of illiteracy. The Southi American Repub,lic5 , where the Roman Catholic Church bas so longbeen dominant, are flot remarkabîe for the diffusiOflOf popular inltelligence, the result of efficient traininlgin their elementary schools. A recent motion in theBritish House on omnrt etanIrs lie

o u s ~ - -i s r c o n "- r g t m a r r i gl- a~ n a t io n a l e x p e n s e , t h o u g h l IWould not be averse on sucb condition to take careof the rel uglous education of the young itself. Theresuît bas been that in couatries where RomaIlisinbas been Possessed of nufflerical influence there havebeen un2satisfactory Compromises, as in our CanadianSeparate Schooî 5ystem. The hopeless nature of theproblem has given a strong impetus to the mnodemtidea that the business of the State is simply 'to prO


