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AS 771E 11.ARr VANTE Tif APTERRTUFlIVATER
BROOKS.

L.ike at the hart witlî fcveretl lips
Scelceth the di.1uly nooks,

P'aulingt and Ieaping i the sound
oif i-i.n îg waier hutouks,

Sa ibou, nîy oul, in serching through
Tht unilserse ab)roadi,

Art lmuingry for rit hrcatl of lite
And ilirty for ihy ;otl.

Oit ris kiad nature lrodculî o'er
l'he sieplierdit smiiis shcep,

WXoiimng iheimi talber fond lenbrace
In swecc, refrehiusg steel),

Su, îlmu, Oh Faiher ! givesita
Ttmy chlcrea wakinR dreams,

q )f lmi 1-Icti Eien, here the sout
(211 rom eternai sireams.

011 in s'miie ipressing necîl af lite
Iy cli s avcr.liîteîl,

%When on miy soul the coolng uews
of1 icaven aie disiilIed.

Au,1lia tht luithai water brooks
h siake my ihirst i lcngh,-

wthite Io tome ailier fevered litis
I haid niy Cul) a sirengtb.

-- Mnr. jM. L. IV. 7w/,,e.

TU/E Rb.L/GIOU M1fUL A.

Ble nat %as tht . . - mule.-h'sa. xxxii. 9.
Whiat deptb ai feeling aint bitter experience this text

expresses! Thteinuit is the incarnation ai obstinacy. Stand-
ing with hîs fore.feet wide apari antd firmly planteti on the
grouad, his long ears laid back, close ta is neck, is tougb
hide. ar.d long, awkard head,,lbe is a picture ai frnsness.
\'ou doultless iniagtne that D)avi was thinkung aifarne of
thuse baiky bruies, an is laters farm, wben ie rte tIhe
tcxt. Far mare likely he %vas thinking ai j oab,-in canpari-
son with wboai the mast obstînate of those early accluaint-
rinces na, pli;abulmîy tseli.

There are mulles andi mules. Ail have thse samne character;
but ibere is a diversity ai outward forms. Sornie are hani
ontal, others are perpeadiciar. Sorte waik on tour feet,

antI saine an twa. Usuiaiiy, however, they do not walk ait ail,
hut stand s'ery stilt.

Not a few ai these animais are touati brawsing on the ten-
der grass wthiiiitis entclosure of the Christians Chtrch.
Tbey are easily dscavered. la fact, there is no neeci ta dis-
cuver themîs, for tiey soon make their presence tekt. Tue
mile, wliatever iiay be is outward tomsi, is an obstructioaîst.
Hte is tenaciouis oaitbs own opinions. Ht wiii have is own
way. or he vili stand still, anti make everything andi evtry-
body tise stand stili witb imi, if possible. Lucky eaougb if
lie <ots not let tly witb is heels, anti pulseri7e ail abjects
withia reach.

Obstinat? An obstrucionîst ? Oh, no ! lhe dots not
întend ta hce ttîser. le is very "consc;entiotis.' Anti unfair-
tunately he bas adopteti that familiar tiefinîtion ai "conscience,"
naaselIl Saîîîethîng ssiîhmn me whîcb says ' 1 won't."
There is nomlsng ligbî or fivolous about him. Ht makes
everything a matter ai conscience ; anti wben thers differ
front ins, it is aiways because they are iess earacst anti con-
scientious than himseif.

When is ii is matie up, lie is imniovabie. Argument
andi persuasion are alike wasîed upon him. Me usually plants
bis feet fiiiy an ont or two Scripture texts whîch seem tai
ssstantiate is position, anti irom these he wll not bucige an
inch. You nîay iluote a dozen in refîtatioa, but hiesvml
tlirow îthem inl aside, anti stand on those whîcbh e has chosta.
It is indeed formuate wben tht rest ai tht team can move on,
and leave hîîn standing ihere alone in is glory, hîke Lat's
wife on tht short af tht Deati Sea. Too ofien he geis
letween the shafts ; and tîe, whcn he cames ta a standtimih,
thetresti mist hait with him tîli hie is ready ta mave on, or is
taken ta is reward. :tlay a church in aur landi to-day is
standing absolutely stil; anti bas matie no progress for years,
simpiy because there is a mule somewhere in the team ; per-
laps hie is in tht puilpit, perhaps in the pews.

We can al af us assume ib is characier on occasion. hit is
ont of the strongest points un favaur aifhrofessor 1.arwhî's
théory, that there secaîs ta be un aîmost every member ai thse
hunsan fansiîy some rensainîag trace ai tht ancestral mule.
Nothîng is more easy iban ta persuade ourselves ibar any

point wich we desire ta carry is a matter ai conscience.-Il h
feel iupelied tai do tbus or so, tlierefore 1 ought," is a cam-
mon syllogisas. We ofien misitakt obstinacy-in ourselves-
for moral courage, proper frmaess, decision ai character, or
same other commeadable cuaity,-so nearly are vices relateti
ta virtues. Wlien uawelcome advice is offreti us, we thrust
it asile, anti imagine ourselves ta be miniature Martin Luthers,
determinedt t enter Worms îbougb ibere were as many devils
as tilts upan tht bouse-tops. Or we tancy that we are but
repeating the I"Get thet bebinti me, Satan,", ai tht Myaster.
Very frequcnily we shoulti finti a mare accurate ikeness in
Rehobaam, who iorsook the counsel ai tht olti men- tht
wisL-i anti safesçt ativisers in the realm.

Deci' ion ai character auîdflrmness ai purpase are very
desiraole qualities in tht Christian. Tht church ai the pre-

TH-E CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

sent day neecis men with independent minds and a strong,
straiRht bac<bone, men who dare ta say IlNo" clearly and
catnestiy. She needs men like Toshua and Daniel and Paul,
who can withstand temptation, and even the aIdse persuasion
af friends. But we must beware, lest with the backborte we
dcvelop a tail andi long cars.

IBe nint as the . .. mu. ''. i;eo~re !. Iliibbirl in
SÇiizzdaySI h<,,,/ Tùncs.

COUdVT OVERi VOL/R IRCIES.

A Sauthern vwonîan who dieci lately at a great age, anci who
carried ta the last days ai her life a happy beart, and a singu-
Iarly gay teniper, tlîus expiainecl the mystcry ot ber unfailing
cheerfuiness:

"I was tatight by niy mother when a chiid ta reckon, each
morning befare 1 rose, tht blessings Gaci hacl given me with
which ta begin the day. 1 was nat sirnpiy ta say

%Vlien ail tliy mercie, O , my God,
My tising soul suivcys,

'*lrâns,orted with the vicw, l'ni lost
In wgander, Igve. an.l praise,

but 1 was ta cauint the niercies one by one, fronm the neat andi
serviceabie shoes that coveregi siny col feet, ta the sunlight
shining on the hil.tops. My scbaol friencis, my play, my
fun, my mother's kibs, the baby sister in hier cradie ail thcse
1 icarned ta consider separatciy, anI af every ane ta say,
He gave it te me.'

IlThis practice taught ine the habit of tbaakfuiness. It
kcpt my heart ncar ta lm, kept it light andi happy. These
e)jery-day blessings were ont ta m nitre mattere af course,
but special, laving touches ironi his paternai hand. No pain
or sorraw couici outweigh thein."

WVe ail have a store of richer jewels than the heathen
kinig ; andi, unîke the crawn regatti, these jewcis are aur own,
given tai us by aur latber.

Haw many of us mutter over, as the day begins, sorme
perfunctory wards ni thanks wbîch mean natbîng ? Haw many
number their miercies, tasting the delight and joy af ea:h, and
ont af glai hearts thankîng the (Gîver t

And limw many (lttie forge tot think eîther af îhem or ai

That is a landabie andI worthy ambition whîch seeks ta
iiake home the brightest, sweetest, andi happiest place on
carth. Nor is il, lîke su miany of aur ambîtinus undertakings,
beyond aur attajament ; at least, Mil have it in their power ta
contribute toward the desirabie restilt. Father cin be less
absorbed mn business, politics, andi saciety, and gîve maore af
lave andi service ta wîfe and chilciren. 'Mother can be iess
irritable andi mare cansiderate af the boys andi girls in romp
and play. Husband andi svife can have less charms for the
otitside world, anti bestow the wealth of their devatian upon
anc anather anti the inmrates af their hauseholci. Children
can restrain thieir seltish tendencies, andi have regard ta
others' eajoymient. In iact, there are a tbausand ways by
which ail can add ita the baîne-attractivemess andi delight.
Love, tact, taste, andi determnination must be braught into
play. There must be a daîly coing anti sacrificing-a cam-
biaed eflort-iainutmai gîving and receîving ùi the gifts af
iniandi heart. la thc charmiecifamily.life the kinci Word

sprîags promptly and kîndly ta the lips ; the kînd and laviag
feeling riscs ta the surface ; the rîght action is perforniet at
the right t.me and imanner; forbearance and charity rule -.andi
the acivantages and privtleges are comnion p)roperty.-./>nsby.

T/lE OLI> SCOTC11 WO.IL4N'S FAITH.

By the side af a tmppling braok mn anc ai the secludeci gltas
af Scatlanci, there stands a lawv, mud-thatched cottage, with
ils iat honey.suckled parch facing the south. lieneath this
humble roof, on a snow.white bced, lay, not long ago, aId
Nancy, the Scatchwoman, patiently andi cheerfuliy awaiting
the maoment when hier happy spirit would take its îlight ta
1-mnansians in the skies ;" expcr.encing, with boly Paul, " We
know that if aur eartbly bouse af thîs tabernacle were dis-
solved, we have a building af <ad, a hause flot made witb
hancis, eterr.al in the heavens." iiy her beciside, an a snial
table, ].av ber spectacles ant iber weli.thui-bedIBible-her
Ibarrel and iber cruise," as shte ucecita cali it -ram which

she daily, yea, hourly, spiritually fed on the I lBread afi Lue."1
A yaung minister frequently caliet t seeclber. He lored to
listen ta hier simple expressions ai Bible truiths ; for whcn
she spoke ai bier -"inlitritatice, incorruptible, undetiled and
that fadetb nat away," it seemied but a limte way aIT, andi tht
lîstener almost fancied hc heard the redeemiec in heaven
saying, Il Unta Hum that laveci us, andi washed us tram aur
sins in His owa bîood."

One day t'îat yotiag minister put ta the happy saint the
falawing startliag question :"I Now, Nanny,' saici he, Ilwhat
if aiter all your prayers andi watching and waiting, God
sheulci suifer Vour soul ta be cternally lost ?I' l'tous Nancy
raiscd herseli an ber elbow, and tutiiîd ta him a wistful look,
laid bier rigbt hand on thetIl prcc.iaus Blible," which iay open
before her, and quietly replied, "lAt dearie nie, is that a' the
iength ye hae got yct, man ?" Andi then cantinued, her eyts
sparkling with aliasi bcavenly brightness, 'lGod would hae

rthe grcatest loss. Ilaor Nanny would but lase lier soul, and
.that would be a great lass irdeed, but Goci would lose His

)tYLy o'h, iIbQo.

/wnoupr and His charaie,-. Haven't 1 hung my soul uipan His
' exceeding great anu preciaus promises P anti if He brak,
His word, Ht would twake Himstlf a liar, anîd d(l ie ('~
would ri.rh in1,h> onftisio<n."

Thus spoke the aid Scotch pilgrim. rhese ttere aniang
the iast words that feu tfram ber dying lips, and mast preciaus
words thcy were-like Il apples of galci in baskets af sihver.'
Let tht reader consider them. Thcy apply ta every step ai
the pilgrim's path, fram the first ta the lasi.

By taith the aid Scotch woman bati cast ber sou's salva-
tiun upon God's promsise in Christ by the Gospel. She kaew
that His dear Son had said, IlHt that iîeareth My word, andi
belicveth in Him that sent Nie, bath cverlasting lite, and shahi
nat came ia coademnation, but is passeci fram death ta ife.'
She knew tiîat Gaci had said Il By Him (Christ) ail that
believeci arc justified (ronm ail things."-tbait I"the blooti ai
J esus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us irons ail sin," for "Htl
bare aur sins in His awn body an the tret." This was His
irst stcp. And ail îhraugh lite tht Scotch pilgrins huag upon
is "cxcccdiag great andi preciaus promises "l for a'l things

andi in every haur af nocci. Tht divine argument af Romans
vii. was bers by faith :" Ht that spareti not Mis own Son
btut delivercd hinm up far us ail, how shal He flot with Hini
also trely give ms ail tbings il" In tvery sarrowv she haci
faund Him a Il very prcscnt beip in trouble, anti now about
ta leave tht weaty wildeness for ber evetiasting home, c oudd
she think that Ht wauld prove unfaitbfui ta h-is word? No,
sooner iban poor Nancy's soul be lost, God's owur, Gad's
,/a-wcier, Got i Hmself must be overturned, and "a t' li/w
ujnîverse rush inioo inio Dear aid pilgrim - The

lidèrncx r.

TUlE IIUGIIST GOOI).

I)oes your soul regard earthiy thiimgs as tht higilest, and
tht business whicb relates ta them as yaur weigbticst enîpioy.
incail Thea is your soul, lîke tht waves ai tue sea, whith are
drîven and blnwn by tht wnd : il is gîven up ta eternal dis-
quiet anti transient change. For maifiold and viried are
earthly things, andi whaever gîves limseif up ta their domîs--
son, bis soul is dragged hither in ail directions by hope and
fear, by joy anti sorraw, by desire for gain anti pain at loss.
And how shoulti tht grace ai tht Lord ant i Hs peace make
their dovelling in such a disturbeti soul I Oh, my frieads,
wbatevtr earthly caliig may bt aliotteci us -however spiritual
in ils funictions, hawever blessed in its effecs-i us emipiay.
ments drive us forward in breathless haste upan liie's path;
if we thîak we can îîever stand still andi ta îhink where we are
anti wbtber wt Nvili go, and ta reflect on thse heas'enly anti
eternai concerris oi aur immortai scul ; if praye' has lost is
power and tht Divine Word its charmi for u,ý, then %ve have
cast away aur lite upon a fearful error, upa.. a ileeting dreami
then are wve, with ail our apparent richness in bodtly andi
spir-tuai good, really poor-very poor. W'e have, lîke Mar.
tha, nsuch care and tioc.bie, but the bighest good, which
atone gîves ta aur lufe its worth and signiicance, is wvanting.

PUNIJIMENT.

Some time aga, as 1 was coaîing up the street, 1 met
yauag marrieci irienci, holding ber lttie boy by the hand. The
chilti hati evidcntly hati a fai, for tht pretty sutt he watt was
covercd with splashes ai muti.

"IJust look at WVilie's ncw coat," she said in -ia aggrieved
voice. Il It is periectly ruined ; and 1 have liad such trouble
ta get it made. Is it not toa bad ?"I

White I was cxprcssing mv sympatby tht littie fellow
looketi up into my face with a wociul expression on bis awn.

IAnti mamma is going ta wbip me just as soon as we get
home," he crieci.

I certainly am," site saiti in the same indignant tont. "
have toid him at least fifty times ta, take hold aifnîy baad, anti
be neyer wili do il, and ibis is tht coasequence."

IlIt seems ta me," I answered somewhat dryly, " that if yau
have conaneti the sin ai disobedience for tonty-aine timies
it is for tht sin ai falhing dowa that the chilti is ta be poua-
ishec ; if the accident bal nat happened, 1 inmagine that ît'i

fiuieth act ai disobedience would also have passed thoiîîui
comment."

Mer cheek flusheti for a moment, then lier lmnest hazet
eves met mine sîeadiiy.

IlVour reproof is a just ont," she said, l'andi I shahl not
farget it."

I would lîke ather young motisers, also, ta carefully con-
sider thlis question ai punshmtnt, for it is a Most immprant
anc. White grave moral faults are alta passeti over care-
lessly, a cbild is irequeatiy very scverciy deait wîtb for the
tearing af a drcss, or the brcaking of an ornanient, or any
other iauit that involves trouble or expense, even though the
mischief may have been uannentîonaily dont.

Shocking as tht statement may sound, is it not truc that
wbea tht angry mother relieves ber annayance by punîshing
tht abject ai it, she is really rcvengiag herseif upon ît for the
trouble it bas occasiontd?

Certainly it is very provokiag ta bave beautiful îhings bro-
ken, and work that bas beeus tht resuit ai mucb patient labour
destrayedt trough heedlessness and careiessness, yet some
time ago, when I hcard a chilti wbo had tara a handsome
dress, answcr sagely ta another wbo bad toîti ber that "b er
mother wouid wip ber for tcaring t," "lNo, my mothtr
neyer wips for cloîbes," 1 feut sure that she was in wise andi
well as loving hands.-iutheran.


