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{leway Company (of which he was also
&h:cf) which had been incurred through his
own misconduct.  The exhibition would vast-
t]y increase the Sunday traffic, and through
 the profits thereby accruing, the affairs of the
egt'ulrox\d would be put torights.  That was the
‘calculauon. But like many other clever de-
“yices of wicked men it failed.  Soon theday
O reckonir ¥ came, and the awful downfall of
cthe prime mover in tnis plan of Sabbath
‘desccration was the consequence.  Then fol-
.!bwcd the regime of the present managers.
They sought to accomplish the same end for
“!he exhibition, but in a somewhat different
anj as they thought less objectionable way,
“They would institute appropriate instruc-
.five services on the Lord's day. The exhi-
bition in their hands would thus become a
Janctuary, 1he visitors might walkaroundthis
ohew Zion and all the towers thereof, and look
#in upon the rich collections which the build-
“ng contains, but what of that, so long as they
;Jiad the opportunity of listening to a portion
ibf “The Messiah,” or drinking in the words of
somc preacher. The munagers might well
g}(ay to themselves, there can be nothing
syrong in opening thesc grounds when we
s Have the moral and religious education of the
m}asses in view.
* But the Christian community werc up in
rms Their ~ctitions and the w nmmgs
ﬁ,gyluch they had p.cscntcd against the opening
n Sabbath had been disregarded by the prev-
-§6us set of managers. Would they now sub-
?fmt when it had been proved so clearly that
1e whole procceding was to make money,
"aad that the managers did not care a straw
afcr the working mm? While we may well
ji'froum over such attempts to desccrate the
sabbath, it is yet scen how deeply rooted
*‘ihat onc day is in the hearts of the people.
~Working men themselves sce the danger of
,aﬁowmg their would-be-friends to make things
plezw;mt and casy for them on the day of
tc.'St They feel that licerse in regard to the
Sabbath does not mean liberty, that it docs
'kpt aim at their best interests, and that it is
speally the insertion of the thin edge of the
‘:ﬁcdgc that may result in depriving them al-
- ‘Yogether of the one day in seven. What did
%ixe French revolutionists mean when they ap-
ointed every tenth dayas a day of rest. Their
Ction was simply intended torob the toilers of
' "axteen days of rest in the year! Those who
ﬂn. most interested in the weekly rest can see
rough all this at a glance. They know that
,ft signifies seven days’ work for six days’ pay,
" "ﬁut also a scrious loss of bodily strength, of
.;;nental vigor, of home comforts, and of per-
onal liberty. “ That is the view the working
man soon learns to take of the inroads which
‘;’ﬁs professed friends propose to make on his

‘behalf
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e TThe action of the Christian community of
% ‘-hllad»lphxa has probably taken by surpnsu
osc who advucated the opening of the Ex-
ibition on the Lord’s day. Thcy cajculated
at they had che whole mattes in their own
ands, and there were none to say nay. Rut
;ﬁey were mistaken. There is in every
s@hristian country and city a large body of
%fgspps svho are ready to die if .need be for
e Sabbath. Theyare jealous of the, legst
gnchroachment of the world upon that day
£They are <onfident, if faithfu $q their capsci-
ncts and ue to.their. Lo, that the Sabbath

will ever be upheld, and that for its oppon-
ents there 4 nothing but discomfiture and
ruin.  The Sabbath is Divine, and therefore
it will stand long after the ear*hly appoint-
ments of men have passed into oblivion.
While, however, this is true, we should not
forpet that the advocates of Sabbath license
are a large and determined body, that they
arc everon the aleit, and that failure to ac-
complish their object to-day only acts as an
incentive to the renewal of their efforts on
the morrow.  The friends of the Sabbath
should be ever on the alert.  They should
watch the movements of the enemy.  They
should be armed against every attack.  They
should 1 ¢ ready for every emergency.  And
while looking well to their armor and weap-
ons, and ever being watchful against surprisc,
let Christians remember thot they will more
cfficiently promote the cause of the Sabbath
by carcfully abstaining from cverv word and
act that may be inconsistent with that day,
and by using it for the high and spiritual
purposes for which it has been ued apart. Let
us do everything in our power to prevem the
opciing of musceums, libraries, exhibitions,
on the Lord's day, as also the running of
railroads, and stcamboats, and carriages, for
mere pleasure; but let us remember that by
not forgetting the assembling of ourselves
together and by spending the Sabbatl in
resting our bodies and refreshisg our souls,
we are taking the surest way of preserving
the Sabbath as a divine institution amongst
us,
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THANKFULNESS.
W*

have recently observed 3 Day of
llmnksgm.n; for the blessings of the
harvest. It is well to examine ourselves. Are
we in reality thankful? This question re-
solves itself into another, a test question. It
is: arewe fruitful ? For fruitfulness is the test
and mcasure of thankfulness.  This is self-
evident. For what purpase does God bestow
His abundant gifts? Te what end is it that
by His divine chemustry He trans.orris the
baser things of the carth into the Reauty of
the ripened fruit, the fatness of the corn and
wine?  Why does he so bountifully minister
o the supply of our bodily wants and bestow
upon us the abundance which we to-day en-
joy? Surely not to prolong a life spent in
rebellion and ingratitude ; not merely that we
may cat and drink and die. The life which
is lived for scif is a perverted life.  Every-
thinyg has a purpose beyond itself, and tends
upward and onward. So the earthly ele-
ments .and infiaences are garnered in the
ripened frit and grain. By these the bodily
life is nourished and strengthened, and the
bodily life i§in turn to minister to the spiri-
tual and the cternal.  In man God’s gifts are
to return to the giver ; the life nourished by
them is to be rendered back to the Source
and Giver of all in loving and grateful ser-
vice,

Tiie divine Husbandman seeketh fruit.
This is the object of all His dealings with us,
alike in the sonshine of prosperity and in the
storm and discipline of life’s darker hours.
Our growth in grace and goodness, our con-
formity ta the likencss-of Christ, our perfect-
ted manhood our-love and allegiance, these
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“afe the frisi€s ‘whidh ‘dfone ‘cani satisfyy Him

and prove that we have not received His
gifts in vain. It is but mocke 'y for the pro-
dirat ¢ talk of being grateful while lic refuses
to retusn ; and the first-fruits of the constrain-
ing influence of the divine goodness in the
hearts of sinfi] nen must be manlested m
repentance.

——— -
_— T

N M 1..II(JA‘/ l 1.

peigens- 3

On the siath day ot (lus November, passcd into her
cternal rest Mrs. John Elhott, of Melville Church,
Scarboro.  She had been ailing during most of the
summer with a discase that brought her necar to the
grave a few years ago, but from which at that time she
recovered.  Gradually the same discase insinuated h.
sclf and so weakened her system that for weeks before
she breathed her lart all hope of her recovery was
abandoned.  She was fathful and devoted to the best
inierests of the PPresbytenan congregation at Highland
Cizeke  She liberally gave her mcans, har tune, and
talents for the cause of Christ. For many years she
was organist of the congregation, and devoted much
of fier time to the tranimg of the younz of the congre-
gation in mstrumental and vocal muste. Her home
was always upen to the seevants of Christ.  Ministers,
officers and people of the Presbytenan church always
were welcomed.  Mr. Geo, Stephenson, fatker o the
subject of this sketch, came to thus country many
years ago, and for a long tune was engaged n the
lumber Lusiness at Highland Creek.  In those times
when the roads were bad and travelling difficult he
always placed the services of s horses and lumselfat
the disposal of the minssters who had to preach 1 the
different stations in the township. When no others
were villing to go, he was always ready.  He used
to tell the great daagers fromn swollen creeks and
broken bridges e escaped wien driving Dr. Willis or
the late Dr. Burns to Knox Church, Scarboro.  Mr.
Stephesson's family was, mamly th - nstrumeat of
building Meclville Church, [t was bl wn their pro
perty and they were anxious for its prosperity.

The Chureh at Highland Ureek suffered loss also by
the death of Mre. Thomas Dixon who passed away re-
cently in the pnme of life.  “Thoughill for some weeks
it was not thought she was in any special daager, but
death came suddenly and she entered into the rest
of heaven in peace and assurance.  So sudden was
her death that her brother, Mr Carlaw, of Toronto,
whe left her in the morming, as was supposed, free
from immediate danger, was unable to reach Purt
". nion in the afternoon to sec hier alive.  Her spirit
in the interval had gone home to God. She was a
woman of large benevolence.  She freely gave of her
ample means for every good cause.  Her heuart was
deeply interested in every movement for the prugress
of the Kingdom of Christ. Both Mrs. Elliotand Mus.
Dixon swere warmly attached to the Highland Creek
congregation. They have both ceased from their
labours and their warks do follow them.

They leave a large circle of mourning friends and
relatives.  May the church find others to nise up and
fill their places and be nspired with their spurit. May
we all learn to watch and work and piay, for weknow
not when the Soa of Man cometh.—G. B.

Brockville, Nov. 27th, 1877.

THe . ongregation at Kirkfield are on the eve of
etecting a cemfortable and commodious manse for
their popular zastor, Rev. D. D McLennan,  Situ-
ated on a guntle elevation in e neighborhood of the
village it will constitute no mecan omAment toa chat
prosperous place.

WE are requested to say that Rev. Tiomas
Gales, Sccretary of the Dominion Alliance, has re-
moved to this city, for the purpos~ of carrying on the
wark of the Alliance urder the immediate supervision
and direction of the Executive Committee. Corres-
pondeats will please address, REv. THos. GALFS, Box
1038, Toronto.

ALREADY a numbe~ of agents have r‘*portcd pro-
gress, and many more will commence operations this
week., To ail we would say - Lose no ‘time, but push
the work vigerously. A couple of days’ earnést effort
now is worth more than a week’s Yiard work later on
in thic season. Besides, new subscribers gat the paper
s> for the balance of the year, and this is an induce-
ment for them to subscribe #o%, if called upun by an
agent. Carele'ly read rules at foof of premium list.



