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TUF. American Presbyterian Church rcceîvcd t,.200
mnisters ftom taillr Churches during thetlast tighteon
years Uf thes* figures arc correct-and they came
<roui a trustworthy source-about one*fiith of the
milnistry af-that great body bas boita tratned in othtt
Cburches. That is ta say, the American Church dc.
pends on other Churches for one.fifth of lis pastors.
Assuming that the number ui ministers is not greater
thac. tbe Church needs, the supply wauld have been
rz-oo short hati the Church dcpended on ils own
collages. The inférence seemu to bc that young
Atmerica daes not take kindly ta the pulpit.

As a specimen of the dignificdl and impartial way
in whicb religiaus journals in the U.nited States treat
the retaliation question we talce the folloiving [rom
the Intet-aer:

Dosabtîcas the legisîsti on demand.-d would bc no leua a
blow ta the loterests ol the inteaiot Unitel States than ta
Canada, for lis provisions, if carricd loto effect, would pro.
hibit capor s (rom thi.s counsy actos Canadian territory
end sa paralyse that portion of our commerce which bas lis
shortest transit b7 that route. But the maximum of injury
cannot bc inflicte apon Canada without ptoportionat cosi
ta the United States, andi the legisiallon aslccd for ta oniy
the logiczI sequence of the policy markcd out by the Senat.
At the same lime, il la apparent that tlt country cannot
alord ta enter tapon ssach a poiicy, and that whube the more
of the President la a ciever one, i ts atitl a poiu cal one
and .aade solcly fur pulîucal e<fIec. Nevericlees. the
Lpetacle of à Deunocratic Pident and a Republican
Set draggicg tht lame and digoity of tht AmecanC.f
Government through the mire ai polti is a hurniliating one
thougli it la graîaltog ta noie tmait 1 ir uositatcsniautiki
conuluct bas iound liat (avour thtçà ..uut mse coutry.
Haw beautifully that coatrasis v.ith the jinga utter-
ances un b2t.h sides of the lints 1

TRAT solid, oId, religions journal, the New York
'Observer, thoroughly understands the Fishtrits dis-
pute and the motives that gave rase ta the Retaliation
mts=ge. The. Obserwer savs :

Tht question la one for diptomaîs and state ut seulet,
and nt fui paficians andi partasans. Tht laîtr arc chieo!y
respoasible for ail tht contusion andi unsecraly squabbalvg
that bas gccomÉanied tht discussi on ci the fishery troubles
la Iis country. Fur want Ur olher politicai capital, îhey
have scired tapon tbiit question, and, by a courst of wa.ful
misreptenaion ad parsisitat Ialsehood, have ai lait
workcd a great maoy peoplt op ta tht belaci that there 13
really a vMr setiosîs ditiesence of opinion exlauing on tht
sulyect. The condition ta which affairs have now btee
irouRtut sa humillating andi dlaheautening tu every tanprejîa.
dlced sud s.-If.respectiog Anserican cauzen. Wc art liec îo
gay that th retalitory policy stems ta -us a crude, iaarsh
andi babarous resort. It is a policy utaoworthy of an en-
ligbîeaed andi Christian nation. lis tntorcemcot exil anly
resuit la arousiog a feeling of bitterncus andi cnrnîy betwecn
us andi aur Canadiaa neighbcurs. It lu a movemeat ai un.
friendly andi hostile intean, and il cargies danger with it. %Ve
hope ihat Cazigress wili at tht last rise aoove the plant of
narrow ad pcîîy paituanship, and devise soa wlaer anti
more dignified anethoti loi the seitlrmeni of chua difficuhcy.
Sa long as such views as thoe art holti andi ltar-
lessly cxpressed by goad mea on bath sides cf the
Iunes, th ere neeti be na fecar of war beîween the twa
countlies and very littie af tetalitîon. The poit
cians and partisans wha are trying ta ù..Ake capital ot j
of this question for the Presidential contest, by Ila
course cf wilful misreprcsentatian andi persistent false-
bood,"1 should be taught that uchcr citizens of tht Rt-
public have votes as wcli as Fenians. If thse rtmpect.
able people of the Commonwealth declare that retali-
ation 15 Ilcrude, havsb ansd barbarous," the politicians
anay.stsddenly finti tbn.t their litte game as flot as
clever as they tbought it was.

l'r ls impossible te say achat truth there tay lie in
thse rumeur thàt tht Imperlal Govmernca has s-e-
que-steti the Dominion Goerrment ta yielti a !seînt
on tht Fishery question andi allaw Antezlcan ller-
mea ta transport their fish over Canadian raiways.
On ge-seral priociples wc shoulti say that tht British
Goverameat acauli flot ask Carsadians ta sacrifice any
real interest or do anything that aould injr troaut
national selI-respe-t. To ordinary marials, not akilleti
ia diplomacy, il would meera that scnalng fimb by rail
is a simple malter cf business to bc sottled by tht
sentier anti the taliway. The more 11mb carrieti the
botter for thse railway Tîere were no raiiways in that
part of thse wcrld in s8t8 whca the famouà treaiy acas
frametil about wbich su, nwscb diplomnaîir. anti neacu-
paper duil ha% been ram.ed. Whema Talmage acas
preachta onc of bis tarly sermons a fly vrent haif.
way tlowo his tbreat andi remaineti there. lie szys
bie did out know avhetbcr ta swallow or eject thet la.
truder, as the Synati of Dort hiaitgiven na deliverance
on sucis matters. A case of that kinti hati nover been
authoriîativcly settleti. WVell, tht diplamatists cf t818
had nothing ta say about railways, for thero were ne
railways lu existence deaca tisera ta carry fish or &ny-
tbing tIse. If Lord Salisbury shoulti tell Sir John
Macdionalt hat on tht whole ho thinks it botter that
out railways shoulti carry fish, we donIt tuink dtt
hecavens would (ail or tht Dominion go ta pieces.
Tht railways wilI no doubt sec that thetfart is palti.
WVby shoutd the commerce of taca Christian countries
bc endangered by suacli a question as carryiasg a few
flsh by rail ? Simiply becaust rcckless potiticians wish
to make party capital out cf tht question. la that a
suflicient reason? Sensible people the avorîi aver
ai say, No, anti say It witb ga-cat emphasis.

NVOVEL READI'NG.
UNDER tise titet <Literary Anatiynes," ia tht new
aumber af tht Mes-v Prineton ?riiùw, Andrew
Laag acrites an easy-going, yet acithal graceful, e;say,
suggtste.l by the novels that finti popular acceptance
at preserit Beîng a sensible man-, bc shows rio desire
tu place ail navels la the Index Expurgatarlus, tsar
does be get ecstatic ove- tht fiction that finda favour
for the moment wiîb tht gentle readers that can be
counteti by miîl1icus. Tht work af fiction bas its
place, anti ils uses in the repubhir. of lettes-s. It has
an influence in shaping human lives, andi hetps ta en-
livea tht tetiura te wbich few are altogether and al-
ways utrangers. Tht day bas gant pasi whea evea
good people indbc,riatety denounce fiction as
such. Tbey have discovereti tb.t such a position ts
untenable. So longzas the IlPilgritn's Progms-ens"x-
ists, anti that wii be white tht Englisis tanguage lasts,
it acill be demonstrateti that fiction praperly useti
can wcilt an influence for gooti that cannot be mca-
sureti by tht most sicilful expert.

Tht fieldis ever achich writers cf fict;on roam are
limitless. TheV acander over acorîds cf their owa
crtation, which they people witb imagiaa-y beings.
They ransack tht wcrld cf hurnan experitace anti
dissect aIl passible and impassible emotions. Every
reaina of humian tbought bas been traverseti by tht
novelist, anti some cf tbem bave gene ever so aaany
leagues under the sea, anti made fouracys by easy
stages ta the moan. Relugious anti moral systemts,
social theories, political policies, business affaîrs, anti
tht under worlds e! crime aad vice have roundi treat-
ment at the bands of msodern novelists. It canna: be
but that sucb prefuse writing which fanda its readers
by tht million, wli exorcise a perceptible influence
over the tbnugbt anti lives ai men anti womea.

In tht damain of fiction, as elsawhere, there is a
close relation between supply and dem.and. [t might
hardly be care-tl ta say that the market vc.luc la
every case tietermines tht kinti of navelthiat an
author will produce. [t is, nevea-thelesa, a powerful
(acter. Il a wraitea- succeeds la tht production cf a
book that strikes the popular fancy anti secures a
ide circulation, it avili ar once be falloaveti by a hast

of imitations thar sonner or latta- cause a feeling cf
revulsion. Santie few authors cf em"hient ability may
anti do strive ta give tu their readers thse very best
thsey can achieve ; tbey may flot bc iadiffea-ent ta
thse market valut of their productions, but that la
acither the first or the chief consideration tbat influ-
emces their writing. They desire ta interest, instruct
andi chevate their m-atiess. Tt writers o! average
novels cannot affTord ta set a high standard for thean-
selves ; they van tr-ey. rise tu a bigliez standard. than

M
that accuplefl by average readers Henco to evert
class special appealu are madle, en tisat ln the worid of

-fct ion, as eliewhome gead andi evii grapple.
Mr. Lang in th" paper referred ta looks nt the

novel as affording relief anti relaxation for a briti
season from tht warries anti ansttlrs andi stem~
reaities ef evoay day lite, This certalnly la i.s legi.
timate mission, andi lu thcse days cf ceascloas artivity
andi unrest Il littrary anodynes i will become intruas.
lngly acceptable. 1-l accords nao enthusiastic wel.
corne tu the morbidlv metaphysical navet, which
-avals in introspection, or which portrays with mTicro.
scopic mloutaness the symptoans af existing munai
maladies Ht bas na klodly encouragement for the
unhetalthy and osientaîlous display of traotion and tu .
timesstality. There art thrcekindsoainovel, yea tour,
whtcx arc an abomination ta hlmn. These hoe desiR.,
nates as Ilthe nove' of the new religion, the navet of
the new socicty that declints ta have any religion,
the navet et dismal commaa.place, anti the nai-el of
tht divorce caurtO lathis antipathy ho wll ftnitlat
many sensible people agre with hinm. There arc twa
kinds cf fiction that recoive bis approbation, sand
bitre, toc, ht wili have many sympathisera. Faity
tales-tht opposite remoio (rom sortie of the realisac
novels that now find favour-anti fictions that abound
in incident andi stirrîng adventure like tht WVaveciy
novels wiil always% firid numeraus and gratifie"l
readersIl Sinbad» ho says, "bas autîlveti a thata.
sand tales of analysis, or cf realism, or cf religlous
maundering, and will autliy tiser ail. Tht etlraa
child in the human heart will neyer cease ta demand
this sort af entertainment, ond there will always bo
somehady ta take the child on his kriet andi tell hlmt
a story.0

White it nsay bc truc that the chief mission of the
novcl is ta atTord relaxation, andi that the noveiist
neeti not set himutîf up as an exalteti teacher, il doel
not foiiow that ho may be indiffeèrent as ta thet bac
anti coasequences cf hlm worlc. Who wouid bave the
bardihoati ta afiam that sorne cf tht typical French
novels cf recent years were barmîtus ince they were
only wrlien 'for amusement? They are worse than
thse germis of the most ioathsorne and infectious of
phvsical discases. Except among those la whose

nads tbey awakoa feelings of loathing ami disgust
thecy dissemninate tht poi son of immorality. Even tht
readiniz that is designeti ta occupy a leisure bous- and
tranquillize an ove-wroiJht systemn shoutti bc cf the
kinti that makes for righîeousaess.

MISSIONvS TO 'TIIE IEIVS.

WHILEC it might flot be difficult toa rcccuat ia a
generai way for tht antipathy witb which the Jewish
race is regarded ini Christian countries, it is strange
tisat tht pre;.udices ngainst therra sboutd be su deep.
rooted and persistent Their code of business
morality, especially in relation ta their Gentile neigh.
bourse explans much of the dislike that faits ta the lot
of the descendants of Abraham. It is, howevcr,
dificult ici understand why in Central Europe there
should be a determined anti-Setmitic mnovement, witb
a Prussian court preacher at tht heati of it. ia
vartous parts cf Russia, Gcrmauiy andi Austria the
condition of the Jew la rendereti miserable by the per-
secutions of his so.called Christian aseighbours.
With a feeling of antagoniara those who ame anitnateti
by flie Christian spirit can bave na sympathy. IV*
owe, the Jews toa much ta treat thora badly. Grati-
tude for what we have received tbrougb thera ought
ta restrain us front barsh tacament and urge us te do
achat we ca de ta bring them ta tht knowledgeocf the
Messiah-their Lord andi ours.

Ameng popular but erroneaus beiefs must be
clgssed the notion that missions tu the Jtws is a
thaakless, and profitiess worlc. Recent experienees
distinctiy dispreve tht impression ibat they are im
perviaus te tht Gospel. Frera thetfact that la common
with Charistian people they receive wnid venerate the
teachangs cf tht Olti Testament, il mi6;bht be expectet
that they are in a great mensurc prepareti for the
reception cf tht revelations cf tht %New Testament.
Recent avertis, especîally in Southtrn Russia, îlsough
flot these atonte, show that adequate efforts tu reaca
tht Jewish mind have beau productive of most
remarkable results. Thse many theusand copies of
Dr. Delilzsclss Hobrew translation cf tht New Testa.
mnent whicb bave been purchnscd and rendl with
avidity in Eastern Europe and Siberia, bave broughî
ligbt andi lire te multitudes of tht disporscd of lirac.
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