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TuaE election of Prof. McLaren ta the Moderator's
chair is another tribute ta Presbyterian solidity. The
Moderator is empbatically a solld man. How mniy
clerical hlgh flyers have gare up like a rocket and
corne down Jike a stone since Dr. bicLaren began his
work lnI Amherstburgh iblrty-onc years ago ! There
is a lesson, bere for young ministers. Permanent
bonaurs la the Preshyterian Cliurch are flot won by
sensational methods of workiog, nor even by circulait-
ing a littie heresy for advertising purposes Higli
cliaracter, good sense, and zteady, perscvering work
are the quaities that tell la the end.

THE report cf ane of the city daifles says the Mader-
p4or appointed Principal Caven, "Principal Canant,"
and Mr. W. B. McMurrich, a cammittce ta arrange
for the supply of the St. James' Square pulpit Iast
Sabbath. "'Professer Conant"is the hera afa nove! by
the Han. Mr. Huntingdon, published the allier day.
Now wlie bas been se deep in that nove! already that
ie puttUicname in there? %Vas it the reporter or the
Moderator? We very mcl doubt if the Maderator
reads navels sa SOOn after publication and gets sa lm-
mersed ln tliem that lie puis the liera cf ane of thema
on a camxnittce. It must havz been tic reporter that
wus thinking of Prof. Canant.

PRINCIPAL MCKNIGHTS tUra for the Moderator's
chair wil sean came, and unless we are mccl mis.
taken It vil care next year. Twa years aga, in a
thin lieuse in St. John, comnposed largely cf cast-ern men, lic handsomely withdrew bis cone and
naminated Dr. Cochrane an thc ground that hie
lad been nomlnated by a majority af Prcsby-
ferles. TIat fact got hlm many votes Last week and
would have put him ln the chair against alxnost any
ailier -on than Dr. McLaren. It is time that al
talk about the east and west had stapped, and stil!
we cannai liclp saying that tle west lias had three
Maderators in successian. That should do for a few
ycars. If th=r must lin an east and a west let us
di vide the bonours fairly. Belterhowever, ta have ne
aucl distinctions and clect the besi an

AUrGMENTATION Is a graat success. Out cf 223 Con-
grejations below the minimum, seventy-elgbî ralxed
the ameni themieves, and saine of them, even sent
Ina contribution. The people were asked for S29,000,
and Uiey gave $34.000. Tic aided churches were
a.sked for $6,ooc, and they gave $8,500. The people
are soand ai the cere. If a good scheme is fairly st
before them they always rcspond. One cannet help
asking, milght net ibis have been donc saine years
ago ? Busines vas not good List ycar, but still thc
money came. It would have carne just as easily four
years ago. Ta Mr. Macdonneli is mainly due the
credit af worklng tbis scberne so wel in tbeWest. lie
vas wieil assistcd by others. Thc Presbyteries ce-
aperatcd heariily, and the resuit is a surplus. Nov Uic
nexi Uiing is ta arrange the scmcuis for the future se
tInt tsi movemnent wil net be a mcre spurt. Now
readers of Tun PRESBYTERIAn, arm yen poorer for
glving augmentation succl a lift ?

Tu£ American Presbyterlan As-enbly lias again
refused ta reduce its numbers. Thc finandial, point

as thec ont principally considerc la ic hcnd. A
Gene il Au=nbly iliere costs about 540,00e mainly
for traveliîng cxpenses andi accommodation. By re-
dncing thc Assembly te balf Its size $:o.oao miglt bie
saved, but ht -.m contendcd with great farce thai maxv-
lng this amenni wanld involve a loss cf S.zooo te
the varions sciemnes cf the Churdli. There arc et%

hundrti iembers la Uic Assembly as at prescat cen-
stitutd. Thms go hame frcm every meeting 7ýtb re-
newed enthliaasm for the progiesa of the Churdli, yl
Increaseti knowietige af lier wcrk, and wyul rcnewed re-
solutions ta wark betier uliemscîves. Thc entbusiasm la
contagiaus. andi efïects the dhurcies in the locailties te
whli tle six bundreti go. Half Uic number woulti
preduce only baîf the entliaasm, and tItre wauld bc
a falling off la the ccatrbutic.ns. TIerc is great
force la ibis argument We voulti grcatly prefer ta
sec all tic ministers of aur Churdli at every Assembly
If the Clurdli coulti afford II. It is objecteti that ac
a large bady vaulti be " unveildy." No cocelins a
r1ghute wieidfit. One grent atvantage waulti be tint
na designieg man could 'wield Il. Eadli Assembiy
wanld tIen represent ilit Churdli la a sense tiai one-
feurîli thc members can neyer do). Thc wiole bodiy
of thc ministers wovulti tben go back ta ther work
wytl fresli zeai anti enthusWam. Tînt la ta aay ihey
weulti if tle precedlngs cf tle Assembly wert con-
ductet in sudh a manner as ta produce thbe quai-
tics. 0cr Churcli business couldinet afford asupreme
court composeti of ail or evea bal thc ministers.

OUR ECCLESISTICAL FARLIAMENT.

EVEN tle mosi permanent Institutions are subjcl ta-Ethe maodliange. Tic General Asscmbly lane
exception. Ia many respects It differs from, tle Girst
General Asmlily ai tIc Canada Presbyterian Churdli.
Thc changes have been graduai, alxnost imperceptible ;
but members ai the first Assesnbly that met in Tarante
la 1870 can note several dufférences ln tInt cf 1884.
Many promicent men vIa teck part la thc fi rst are
witl us stil!. Few cf theai lave lest their vigour.
Their nturaI force is unabateti, ibeir wisdom las
matureti. Tley continue ta wield worthlly and wdil tle
influencecthat sitdyerpcrience and fidelity toî.rutuland
righteotzsness generally Iming with theni. But other
famlliàrvoices are beard ne more. Tic great anct îe
gooti men cf aller days arc no longer valh os. Dr.
Topp, vith bisimatchlessgooti sensepracthca! business
talent andi gentlcmanly hcaring lu no longer lihe.
Dr. jeanings, wiith lis direct and mny, but bni
contributions ta i-mportant delintes, andi lis kinti anti
tenial way witb everybotiy, bas bitiden us fartwel!.
Thc venerable Mr. MclCcnzie, of Zorra, lias finisîed
his course. Dr. Kemp, a man cf vaut acquirement, an
autbority on constitutional, questions, anti a rare ma-à
ter cf dialcctic ail, anly a few vecks since passed
away. The learncd andi cortecus Dr. WuiIis, deeply
versed la systemaiic ileology, las closeti lis ustful
carter. Dr. Buras, whese nalmecis inseparalily ase-ý
ciatei villi Uic Preshyterian Clurcli in Canada, viese
herculean labours lielpeti te mnae i wbat it ,~ bas
exebange theUi service ai the Clurcli militant fer that
cf Uic Clurci tiumplani. Tlese ail dicti la filih.
Thcy rest from thcir labours anti other men have e-.
tocreti inta their labours. Thc fervit ztai andi prophe-
tic earnestness of Johin Ross and Mr. McTavisli are
tmansferred ta olter spîcres ; thc fermer iaving wyul-
drawu-t the Uicllderness, falthfo.l te lis convictions
andi devoieti as erver te the cause of Uic Master, the
latter ta thc Fret Churcli cf bis native frati.

TIe union cf 1875 las brought oUier men ta the
front whose talents, zra], energies anti elequence are
devtet te cfurthcrnce of thc best iaterests cf îhe
Cliorli Olti dividlng limes arc ne more, anti. t
union is la ail respects a happy reality. Ilis in ne
nse a poetic figment te say thnt thc lirethren tidill
tegether ia uaity. There là; an absence af ail party
fivaizy. Edsacase testrive only tesecuretiepeace
anti prosperity cf Zion.-

Another perceptible change la noe ithe ic mner
of transacting business. Long anti claborate speeches
arc no lenger Icard. XI la truc that ne questions
serioiffly agitating Uic Churcli, requiring the grcatest
wiisdom anti prudence in thair treaiment bave for years
been bronrlt before the suîprezac caur. it hi mont
tle le"' *-ute Uni Uic expansion cf t Chardi lias
greatly lacreas eUc volume of necessary business ta
lie transacteti, se thnt tItr is no longer tImc, anti
memabers lave net the patience te listen. te the ca
conipactati anti ornat orailcs cf former days. De.
bates =r lms cloquent but far m=r pracuf cal and ta
the point.

There la, bavever, ne change in thc stnrdy Inde-
pendence of persenal conviction anti manly adiesion
te tht truc princi)le cf Preubyterian panity. Ong les-
son tangît by the Greati leacher, Cazl ne man master,
they scra to bave Icaxueti îhcruglily. As the >-cars

go by therd I les1c and less disposition ta taicrate thc
fazmnatien cf dlerical or ather cliques in the maniage-
ment af affaira. Thc spirit af independence and fair-
neas s l te strong for that. Long way Ibis spirit
animale those engnged ln the work cf thc Churcli. It
la a distinctive principle of Presbyterianlsm wîcrever
fi exists. lIt-s ane profcssed lu conimon by ail the
churches of the Reforînatian.

It has te be conceded that tis characteristic lave cf
petfect Independence and ibis scrupulaus regard for
the rights of ail, irrespecîlve cf external position, bas
Its occasianal drawbacks. lis exercise sometimes
causes a regrettable lais of dîne. But then lt would
be no relie[ ta transfer important business ta commit-
tees, havever weli selected. Eternal vigilance la tlie
price cf liberty vherever It cxists. XI ls belter at
times ta exercise the grace of patience witli wayward
and tortcous and apparently unnecessaxy discussions
than ta !cave roarn for the imputation ai unfairne5s.
Even purposiess andi tedlcus débate conduces ta a
clearer understanding cf mat-ers andi enables Uic
menibers ta know cadi athier better.

Thc meetings cf the prescrit Ammernbly have been
seasons cf eojoymcnt andi profit. Thc evenings de-
voted ta Home andi Foreign Missionary affairs have
been widely cemmented on ln the most favourable
tera. Thc arrangements 'vere abvilously Uic result
of wise forelliaughl and were admirably carried ont.
Thc presence cf four forcigu missionaries added an
unusual interest te the speaklng, whici was about ail
that couli bie deslred.

Thc deiegates wha met in St James' Square ChurcI,
wili retain picasani inemories o! the General Assem-
lily cf 1884, and thc people af Tarante will feel tint a
entcrtaialog tlicm they have been amply campensateti
by pleasant and profitable intercoursc,ncw friendsilps
formed anti elt cnmes cemnenteti.

«I GO WORK IN MY VIt.1EYA.R12."

W ITHOUT incurring the imputation af prejudice
anti partiality Il may wyul modesty bie claimed

tbat Presbyterianism in Canida is ativancing not anly
in aumbers and reseurces, but ia spiritual pawer andi
Influence. Eadh successive Assembly marks a gain
ln prosperity, andi lui greaier worlring cfficiency. la
almost ail that pertains ta the more important depart-
menîs af Christian activity and uscfclness, Uic reports
sulimitie t tei present General Assembiy show
abondant cause for gratitude. Tie blessings experi-
enceti afford additional inceatives te renzeet conne.
cration andi sali grenier devotcdaess.

Tic report sulimitted by the conveners cf the Home
Mission Committee, western section, arnply bcars eut
Uic hopes cfai.l mast intercstcd la Uic werk cf churcli
mainte=a -z andi excnslon. t presents a clear andi
concise stsiement cf ilie werk accamplisheti during
the ycar in thc Aide fit id ever whlch lis supervis!.n
extends. Thc report briefly deuails whaî bam been
don &rom, the ensiera limits cf Quebcc te thc Pacific
slope. Home mission werk ini Uic ancient Province
ci Quécbec is d.ifficult andi calls for mudli sedenWh
andi devation. Presbytcrianix is net unsuited ta Uic
genins cf Uic Frencli population ibere The hlsîory
cf the Protestant rtformaiori la France, the success
cf Calvin, Farrel and Btza, Uic pawer and Influence of
the Huguenots attest thai Uic doctrines and pelity of
Prcsbyterianisnt cammend theruselves ta Uic Gallic
heurt andi intellect ; and se on a mcl buinher scale
t is seen in Uic amall but devoted congregutians of

French Protcstants in Uic Province cf Quebec tbat
bave cast in their lot with the Presbyterian Clinrch in
C-an;ada. It is conceded that thc obstacles arc great
The moral and spiritual horizon cf French Cana-da is
not baundeti ly Uic prescrit ; Uic people bave a grect
futurebe-fore ticm Itcannot batatt grand truilis
ai Uic primitive Gospel are for ever te bce obscnreti by
thc tccumulated errors andi corruptions of the early
andimitdiceages. ThecPrales=atchurchcso! Canada
=dntihUi Presbyteriani Churcli amoag them, bas a grat
weîk te do la thc Province of Qatbec. The lnvrtasz
for Uic ycar in that section is mot ?zrge, but stili th=r
is an increase, ailording reason for thankIculness.

la Uic Ottawa district good wc:k lias beca douc,
but mcl more niagit have been accomplished, hati
titre b=e anythug approzcbicg an adequate supply
cf efficient labonrers. Tiose engaged there bave
provcd tlemselvez adznirbly adapteti for tint entca-
sive andin aie respects diffcuIt fieldi. In the Pros-
bytery of Lanak andi Reultcw the Home missieri
optratiens bave tue ativantzge of posscssing the avez-
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