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We here have begain to experi-
ence of the usual Autuninal gales.
shaking down many of the rich
tinted leaves of the forest trees,
and the flocks of Blue jays is their
raids on the abundant harvest of
beech and hickory nuts, screamn
shrîhl and symFathetical1y with
the rustliug agitation in the sylvan
environment; the Jays as well a%
the crow tribe are moire clamorous
at this season than at any other
period of the year. Tht gusty,
(occasions») days of Ibis rnonth
with lowering skies, seeti to
excite the ass.emblages, of dark
hutd feathered ivtrtiders, to harsh
vocifération iii vehemient and dis-
cordant tones. Some of
these convocations re-,e:nibit a
very Babel of corviue eloqiince.
and important resolves lu regard
to the lactics of the clark feathered
frateroity are made manifest
by the Ilitting #if the lumultuotîs
gathering to the fresh fields or
pastures new.

The ftwv robin representatives
that are stil! clîirpiug arotind.
regale theniselves on the wild
grapes and osi the fruit o! the
Virginia ampelopsis. as also as we
lately noticed u the fruit of the
Moonseed vine- T1he fruit tuo of
tht WiId bia: -rost and tlîat of
the Gautheria Winttrberry, also
tht "wa hoo" or Etionymusanu
the Mitclîella (or squawvberry)
afford ln the decliuing: year manyv
gustatory joys to their feathered
and to theiir furry participants;
such as the rvd squirrel. chip-
nionk and other rodentin. Flocks
of doves. too. sometimes side by
side, with covie-z of Qnail. are
frequtuit (alimost constant) gleaners
of the scattered grain on the
buckwlieat stubble. Warbling
virtos and tute savannah sparrows
were demonstrative dinring the
first îwo weeks of September and
tic warintl was sucli that a ftw
chimney andi other swallows re-
turned to their sunîmmer haunts,
also the WVip-Poor-WVills. which,

with the hirundiues had vanished
hence at the time of fui! moon
<about 215t) ini August, returned
and gave their accustoined calls
in the solitudes until nearly the
end of September. as there was
more than normal warmath; the
white-throated sparrow is, we
believe only seen herc "en pass-
ant," but nests regularly about
Guelph.

We chanced to hear the easity
recogui7.ed -Pee-Pee-Pebody
notes, in a wayside thieket near
Guelph on the evening of last
Dominion Day.

Notwithstanding the diminished
area of forest about here, the pres-
ence of the Racoon in our corn-
fields lias keen made evident noc-
turnally iîs fal! and some well
grown and sleek coated -puppies"
have been captured by several of
<'tir hoy acquaintances. One of
the plantigrades is yet kept as a
door vai c pet ln a kennel with an
;ttacli mntt of several feet of ligbt
chiain and i% said to be as divert-
ing in its auties as a taimed mon-
key.

Ouie feature of the past summer
litre lias lheen a greater profusion
iii tht- bird geaus 'Vhrush, to this
district: thie veerys. felivox, wood-
thr-ush and also tanagers, bave
loi tered, bred and sung in many of
the niaple sugar bushes to a more
notictrable extent tban for five or
t-ix years past. and the sweet notes
(J the wood thrush could be beard
as olie i.tood on one's doorstep
about :unrise during nearly the
wvhole nîonth of june tthere bad
heen abuirmial warmith and rais-
fall sooti after tht summer song-
sters arrivai.)

Tl'e shore larks at present timne
art couspicuously absent and thie
saine renîark would bold true
about lire for the suramer of Co
-a radlier unusual state of bird
habit.

Thie warmi atternoon caused thie
garter snalce to bask in the bright
rays on the dusky roadway and
frogs lîopped occasionally out of
otîr pathway to the shelter of tii.
borderiî:g herbage.


