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Robert Delisle was to pass the summer at our settlement.
Jelisle and 1 had been in the same year at college, and had
taken oyp degree together, he with every honor within the
reach of a4 candidate, 1 with more credit, I fear, to the good
n"‘tl_l"e of my examiners than to my own accomplishments.
While | had set out on a business carcer, as I have stated,
® had returned to college for the two ye.rs' divinity
course. T had never liked Delisle. He had seldom joined
N our social gatherings, much less in those boisterous frolics
0 which 1 was often the leader, and I thought him arrogant
and overbearing in his intellectual superiority.  The
announcement, therefore, that we were to be close neigh-
ors, and, indeed, inmates of one house —for the house of
'€ superintendent, where 1 obtained my meals, was the
only place in Moose Inlet where a college-bred man would
© able to- get anything eatable —gave me no pleasure. Yet
on retlection, the prospect became less disagreeable. Two
Years spent in preparing for the ministry must have wrought
“hanges in Delisle.  The same period had certainly wrought
thanges in me, My objection to divinity students, generally,
ad vanished. In my comparative social isolation and in
g sojourns in the awful silence and solitude of the woods,
. had Jearned to look somewhat inte my own soul, and had
Seen there needs of which I had scarcely dreamed. Delisle’s
s;“zulsness would not repel me, as it once }.md done ; per
ig o]fe cou'ld help me in matters concerning that 'hlgher
must | which T had caught glimpses, and of which he
1ave a larger vision. DBut apart from this T felt
Uli?ll;fed of social intercourse on a higher plane than that of
" ands, shanty men, and free grant scttlers, and for the
© of such intercourse some acerbities in a companion

might he put up with.

the ts Was in the beginning of July tllnat Robert arl:ive('l-l'lp‘on
courscene. He had completed the tu_ll term of his lelr}lty
o ¢, and, as he told me, was looking forward to ordina-
" 10 the autumnn ; in the meantime he had come north, at
eits;ll;‘l;gestion of Patrick Glyn himself., whom he had m?ci-
2 Yy met, for three months of mis_s10n work, and bracing
a dis e seemed (']reamy and absent—nnn(.ied, and lool'md with
ga‘untconsolat.e air upon our unromantic surroundings, the
“sto S:}W nn'll with 1.ts tall, black flue; the brown frame
an l‘e,‘ ELn'd its proximate rows of cottages o_f the same hue
whergl«tterml; the less_ pretentious log cabins ip gardens
Obtrud'the stumps  still held sway ; the granite ledges
Mongt Ing everywhere, !lke the backs of ossified, }_m,lf_ buried
ot I.ers, and the Stl"l'p of charred forest enfnr!chn‘g a]‘l.
- could not complain of any want of cordiality in his
. ng, and he strove to evince an interest in my occupa-
acqu" and in the simple folk with whom I made him
Alnted,
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atter, they were inspired with a feeling of
ung ‘‘ minister” which was never lost. Ser-
tituted at once, and as all were glad of any
an annual mass by a traveling priest, and an
c"l])orggul address of a rvevival character from a transient
new) evr’ were about t;hew only rellglo_us ordinances we
canngy Se!‘y one, even the French Canadl{ms,. attendgd. I
torest; r';lo)"hf.:hat Robert was successful in impressing or
Store. ropns 111S hearers from the extemporised pulpit in the
and fopgip] Wﬂ ich we converted intoa church. Hewas a fluent
Power of | e:.pee?ker, and had ga,me(_i mastery of langua‘mgeand
Meeting, Oa}lgc since I had heard him at our college ll?erary
tenden?e;s utl he talked' over the heads of all of us, w1t119ut
o impres’s'Wlt out passion never for a m.oment produCI'ng
8Nothe 1;On of one ]1v1ng soul pulsatm_g in syr.npathy with
not, blal;le hior not producing such an impression T shoul_d
o do so . ;n Itoo much, as many orthodox preachers fail
Deligle 2 u confess 1 was disappointed. In private,
* was often moody and irritable; but T frequently
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found him a delighttul companion. His range of reading
had been wide, and he possessed gifts of observation and
imagination which surprised me many a time when we were
together in canoe, or chawmber, or forest, or on the grand
headland where we often went to drink in the refreshing
western wind.  On the subject of veligion he never spoke,
so that I, in my inexperience, was left to wonder at the
apparently small proportion of the thoughts which might be
assigned to that matter hy one whose life was supposed to
be consecrated to its cause.

A month of the cloudless summer had floated over us,
when Moose Inlet was excited by another arrival. This
was the advent of no other than the great Glyn himself,
accompanied by an elderly lady (his sister), and his only
daughter. A handsome steam yacht bore the party into our
little harbor one still afternoon, and the granite bluffs
returned, with interest, the report of a mimic cannon. The
superintendent and myself were summoned on board the
yacht, before we had recovered from the surprise which our
employer had prepared for us by this unannounced appear-
ance. Delisle, whose presence had not been forgotten, was
also courteously invited to accompany us. We all at once
responded to the smmmons.

Mvr. Glyn was as boisterous in his welcome as a rough and
good-natured Irishman could be. He was loud in self-
congratulations on the happy idea which had inspired the
purchase of the yacht. He was thus, he said, enabled to
make a summer tour of his mills, timber limits, mining
locations, etc., in comfort, and even luxury, enhanced by
the company of his women-folk, whom he introduced as Mrs,
Tracy, his sister, and Miss Estelle, his only daughter and
child. It added to the brilliancy of the scheme that they
also should enjoy the lake breezes during * this confounded
weather.”

Mrs. Tracy was a timid lady who evidently had a consti-
tutional difficulty in differing from any one. She assented
cheerfully to her brother’s optimistic comments. Miss Estelle
made no sign of approval. Indeed, she looked exceed-
ingly bored as she dropped for a moment the book which
she was reading, and eyed us languidly from the soft cush-
ions on which she was reclined. Under such a manifesta-
tion of indifference, I was not displeased when Glyn took the
superintendent and myself forward and engaged us in a
conversation on business matters. But Iam quite sure that
Robert Delisle was displeased that he was left behind to
entertain the ladies.

Nevertheless, when, our conference at an endy Glyn
took us back to partake of tea under the awning, Miss Glyn
had shaken off her langour and was carrying on a civil con-
versation: with Delisle. I noticed then thatshe was extremely
pretty. Let me try and describe her as her image after-
wards became imprinted on my memory. She was sowe-
what under the average height of women, but her form was
so perfectly moulded that she did not seem short. She had
a profusion of soft, wavy Lirown hair, eyes that were some.
times gray, and sometime: blue, and a peculiarly beautiful
complexion, colorless, but softly lustrous. This, with bril-
liant teeth, gave her, when pleased or animated, an effect
which T can only call dazzling. He would have been a dull
tfellow whose blood did not run faster in his veirs, under the
stimulus of one of Miss Glyn’s irradiant, innocent, caressing,
and altogether bewitching swmiles.

Delisle had been at first piqued at the young lady’s
demeanor. When, however, he had brought her to terms
by turning his back and addressing himself exclusively to
the elder lady, all resentment had melted away under Miss
Glyn's graciousness, which she exerted with every charm of
manner as if to atone for her previous neglect. Delisle had
seen little of women's society : he was, 1 think, naturally



