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quorum — be present, it requires the
unanimous conssut. The funds of a
branch msy be used for charitable
purposes aud for the advancement of
the {nterests of the association, and the
paylng of a member’s assessment by
the branch could, no doubt, be shown
to come under one or the other of thogs
objects. According to section 12 of,

ship, but that increase muat :~me from
amougst the most eligible clase. In
the regular insurance companies the
premium can be mnade commensurate

with the risk. In the C. M. B. A, each
man of the same agée pays the same
rato. It is the direct business of each
mombeor to see to this, for each mem-
ber must assume a portion of the lia-

distinctly stated that no exception , our coustitution when a branch has, in ; bility. But our care and watchfulness
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ANNUAL  NOMINATIONS AND!.

ELECTIONS OF BRANCH
OFFICERS.

—— [

o wish to romind our readers that | We havo lately reccived many let-
ters ocati the adopti f pass-
the regular annual elections of branch ' advocating acoption of pa

words fi association, and request-
office:s, incinding representatives and ingrd:sot:)o:sre 0:: in?l?z’cncg tf)?va!:‘ds
alternates to the Grand Council Con- 1., v o0 10 o etter just received
vention of 181G, shall, in compliance ' .or our most energetic depu-
with section 159 of the constitution, ', e DA
take placo at the first regular meeting - ::)e:,u:: chs : w‘ ‘S‘;(; v;(;ll nui\.f‘wge att)le
of the branch next Decembor; and ' passwo:d asEvzu oll:l m‘; nll)ers ot{';(:) u::
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oominations {or such om-?_x.-:; :hall. n brauch say they will resign and join
compliance with sec;lou ]r" b ;madﬁ another association, as thoy want to
at the l“.gm” ';"’c'l ng °h ';’ r“"; . bolong o an organization that will
preceding tho election, thav is, at tho | onable them to recoznizo & brother

raomber when they meet him. Aand
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PASSWORDS FOR THE C.M.B.A.

Dranch is cligible to any office therein , fesling is tho same. I address myself
except that of president, representa- [ty you in this matter, as I am well

tive, and alternate.

To be eligibla for president. a men-
boer must be & chancellor, or an oflicer !
who hasserved a full term, or who ls
filling an elective oftice at the tano of |
2aomination.

To bo cligible for representative, a
membor must bo a chauncellor, or the
president of tho branch at the time of
the election; but in cases of new
branches, aay cloctive officer i3 elig-
ible.

To be eligible for alternate, 2 mem-
‘ber must havo tho same qualifications
.88 for represontative, oxcepling in

dbranches where thero is but ous chan-
cellor, thon the alternate shall be
elected from among those members
who have held or are holding an clec-
tive offico in the branch.

Noc nominations shall be mass at the
time of the annual clections unless all
the nominces docline to servo.

A now branch is a branch instituted
sinco the date of the last convontion of
our Grand Council.

Regarding tho manner of conduct-
dng clections wo would rofer branchoes
to sections 187 and 16N of the constitu-
tion.

Wo would wurge upon tho wmem-
bers tho nececssity of sclecting
good competent men for oftizers, and
especially for rocording aud finaucial
seczataries. Do not forco men into
office. I a momber is not willing to
wocept an office and to faithfully dis-

xof signs and passwords was brought

aware did you sco the necessity of a '
password, as Ido, we would not bo long |
without your support.”

At our last convention the question

up, and on motion of Rev. Father
La Rocque, scconded by Grand Presi-
dent Fraser, the discussion of it was
deforrod untii next convention, and
the Grand President was to appoint a
committec to consult with the various
archbishops and bishops in Canada and
to report the result at said next con-
vention. This resolution will be car-
ried out ; and we would advisc all
intorested in the matter to await the
advice of our hierarchy, assuring them
that, as in every other question, what-
ever advico is best for us asa body of
practical Catholics shall be given.

ASSESSMENTS OF MEMBERLS
PAID BY BRANCHES.

Tho {ollowing question hasbeen sont
us, with a requost to publish it and our
answer in Tus Caxaniax:

“May a branch of tho C. M. B. A.
legally and counstitutionally pay an
asycssmont or assessments for a mom-
bor or members out of its Geoeral
Fund 2"

Wao do not sec anything .llegal or
unconstitutionz! in a brauch so doing.
Of course, a roguiar motion to that
effoct must bo mado, and to decide suchk
a motien requires the concurrcncs of
two-thirds of the valid votes cast ; and

due under his policy, and paid by the
Graud Couucll to the branch upon the
branch's furnisking satisfactory proof
of such claim.

HEMBERS' DUTIES.

There is a duty devolving upon
svery member of the C. M. B. A., and
a duty whick wo regret to say is fre-
quently neglected. In every state it
is incumbent vpon the citizens thereof
to sce that only the best class is added
to its memberghip. For this reascn
cducation is provided to clevato the
standard of the natural incresse,
while stringent laws are enacted that
uundesirablo applicants for citizenship |
may be oxcluded. Now, the C. M. B. |
A. is nothing but & community ora
state. It is a state in the highest and
noblest sense of the term, containing in
its constitution all the elements that
make up & perfect commonwealth. It
eracts that none shall be me mbers who |
morally and physiceliv 25 not approach |
tho ideal man. 1t enacts that nono
shall be membors who arg not in com
muuion with the Catholic Church. It
lays down certain rules for the guid-
ance of its membership, which, if not
conformeq to, means loss of caste, dis-
grace and cxpulsion for those who
transgress. In a well-organized stato
overy citizen has a duty to perform,
aud takes a pride therein. It is not
sufficient that he oboys the law him-
self ; ho must assist those charged with
the administration of affairs in secing
that all observe the constitution and
that nono cater who are not worthy of
citizenship. In the strongest senso of
tho term, *‘ Every man is his brother’s
keeper.” Let us appiy theso obscrva-
tions to the C. M. B. A,

Is not overy member his brother’s
keeper? Not only is the honor and
good nama of the association int_rested
in each individual who socks adwit-
tanco, but tho financial caprcity of
tho socicty assumes one woro responsi-
bility ; upon whom dous that respuunsi-
bility fall but upon each member of the
assoclation. If th§ Tisk be » good one,
it lightens cur burdens; if poor, it be-
comes ono moro load tocacry, and the
weight falls upon all alike. There is
a duty thon devolving upon us all and
ono that wo caunot overlook, no mora
than we can overlook duties and obli-
gatlons of our dally life. We must do

1

chargs the duties pertainivg tosuch

if only seven members—that is, a mere

habits. Here again our constitution
points out tbo way we should act, and
wo most certainly should follow the
coustitution. There {8 no good in con-
cealing tho fact that there are mem-
bers in our ranks to-day whoso folly is
bastening the end. Let every mem-
ber work for increfse in our numbers,
but let no man enter who has nota
passport, not only of health, but, whatis
just as importaat, of temperate babits,
a regular life, ai:d a ming in conform-
ity with the religious precepts of our
association.

Branch No. 227, Fort William, Ont.,
has lately fitted up a very fine hall.
The expense was considerabls, but the
members fecl well satisfied. At the
opoening they had the pleasure of hav-
ing His Lordship Right Rev. Bishop
O'Connor, of Peterborough, present.
This branch has doubled its member-
ship in a year. '

An exchange says: At 2 public
dinner given to General Harrison,
when he was a candidate for the office
of president of the United States, one
of the guests rather conspicuously
‘drank to his health.” Tho general
pledge . his toast by drinking water.
Another gentleman offered a toast, and
said, * General, will you favor me by
drinking a glass of wine?" The

beggod to be excused. He was again
urged to join in a glass of wine, This
was too much. He rose from his seat
and said, in the most dignified man-
per: ‘‘Gentlemen, 1 have twice re-
fused to partake of the wino cap. I
hope that will bo sufficient. Ihough
you press the matter ever so much,
not & drop shall pass wy lips. I made
a resolve when I started in life thatl
would avoid strong drinl. That vow
ILave never broken. I aw one of a
class of seventeen young men who
graduated at college ‘ogether. The
othey sixteon membors of my class now
£l drunkards’ graves, and all from
tho peraicious habit of wine-drinking.
1 owo all my health, my happinessacd
prosperity to that resolution. Would
you urge mo to drink it now?” The

agived.
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ing, says tho. Catholic Columbian, for

with civil allegisnce, to g9 to Japes

our utmost to increase our member-

just at present and publicly pro
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general, in & very gentlemanly way, -

cflect on the company may be im- B

It would bo a very unsafe proceed

apy individual who holds that loyalty |
to the Catholic Church is incompatible 3

e

n':ﬁ&.c'amaid.:BﬁO!’A@QOQMOQQUQ.

o,

Ot e

L I )



