
THE WELSHMAN'S UNI VERSITY.

AUNIVERSITY in the ordinary sense of the termi Wales does.
not possess, and thoughi it possesses thiree University Col-

legrcs, ail founded, chartered, endowed, and supplied with a comnplote-
university apparatus, except the power of granting degrees, within
the last twenty years, iiot one of tham could be desi gnated the
University of Wales. But long before Oxford or Canmbridge was
founded, yea, long before Arthur ruled in BriLain and Hywel the
Good gave lus laws, the institution wvhicli I take the liberby of cail-
ing The Welshman's University flourished. It hiad received its pre-
sent shape sorne centuries before the Normnans conquered the island,
and it is perhaps the most ancient institution that exists now in
Britain. It is called in Welsh EisteddIvod (pronounce dd like th in
fat her, and give the vowels the continental pr<>nunciation). The,
word signifies ««place of sitting,' and is now used to designate the
asemblage of druids, liards, and other literati of the Isle of Britain.
Front time imumemorial it has donc for Wales, to a great exten~t,
what, the modern university lias donc for other countries; and now
tbat the educational systein of Wales is nearly complote, it is a strik-
ing fact that this ancient institution is growing in popularity, year, by
year ; and that it is in harrnony with modern ideas is proved by the
fact that the Iatest feature added to it is an annual conference of
Welsh cducationists.

It is a unique institution, the product of the intelligence and;
mental activity -%vichl characterizes the Welsh people, froni wvhichl
in return the national mmnd has received a powverful impulse. The
Engrlishi press until very recently regrarded the wlmo.le thingr as a relie
of barbarisin; and if now and tlme-i its salient features werc noticed, it
was only donc in order to ridicule the institution. 1' Ve Nwould expect
thlat this remuant of an ancient race, after having- for so nianv
centuries gumarded bravely their language and national institutions
among the niountain fastnesýses to wvhichi they liad been driven by
the armns of the invaders, meeting in these modern tirnes, not for
ariy purpose of violence or sedition, but to promoto the study of
literature and of arts, to preserve fromn extinction the store oï poetry
and of music, which tliey hwd derived fromn timeir ancestors, a.nd to,ý


