
Duty of the State to the Criminal -S r

called forth tie inost indignant protests froin ail sections of
the press. ie coininittee rcported that in iinany of the best
court-hiotses of England, nearly every requisite of humanity
and coinmnon decency wws wanting. It went on to state tliat
the very -worst evils of p)roniiiscucu.- association inust be en-
countered for liours and even days by men, womren and
children, huddled togrethier ini dar-k, dLamp, cold rooins, deficient
in ventilation. And even whnput iinto separate apartinents,
the ceils w'ere like cupboards, Iess than a yard square, and in
inany of thein no seats at ail. Many of these places ivere the
sceries of niiost horrible iîîdecencies. !l such places, under
suecb conditions often for days, ebjîdren, young wo ien nany
of theni virtiions and innocent, have been crowded toga:rthier
w'îth thtieves, prostitutes, and ail inanner of vile characters.
Eveni liere iii Montireal wc arc not frce froin this evii. Soine
time ago a dleteetive arrested a youngc fellow, and lie mnade
this reiinarkz to, iie iii reference to ]lis prisonier: "I hiate to
sen(1 lm downi there amnong those fellows, lie is youn-g cand
Will gYet coiitainated." In mnore, than one instance, lu ont
ou-n city, inniocent people have beeni arrested, and] uncremion-
iously hnistle!d ohi to jail, and if bail could not be procured,
thecy have hiad to spend somne time in quarters, and amlongr as-
sociates, that ]lave drawn froîn thein deepest indignation.
Yes, too often the vile associations in the court-blouse ceils and
waitingI roomis, and on the way to and froin the place of trial,
!lave containiated, and in*jured, youngr mlen anà wvoincni and
mnade eriniials çof ont boyp and girls. In the saie conncction
%Ve ighMt mention that often the prisoner is arrested and tazen
away lu a non cellular van, exposed to the gaeof cvery one.
To anl innocent person, what eau bc so hnniitigau orti-
fying, as to be carried of" to jail, exposed to the gaze of Mie
wvhoIe street. Aîîd even to the real! eriininal, whiat can be
more hiardeningc and debasing, thian to bu tais pilloried belore
the public eye. Ž ow it ýscins to nie thia4u in orcler to do justice
to, our sup;lposeti crixuinals, closcd vans should always be used
to coni'ey the arrcsted one to the prison, the roomns whiere thty
are to lie detained should be coinfortable and hoime-like, the
place- of trial shold bc in the saine building, and the prisoner


