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SELFISH NESS.

T 1-US vice pernicates ail grades of Society. It shows
itseif in car>' cbildhood and is the source of niany

a conflict ini the nursery anfi sehool-rooni. It is a patent
factor in the great thoroughiahres ar tie. We mlay saféiy
say thiat nierchiants, layrdoctors, iiîîisturs ai
studezts-ail classes, ricli and poor, ignorant and learniet
arc more or less scifish. In its minor fornis, to whic 1
%ve mean chicfly ta relcr at preselit, it is closcly ailicti to
rudeness, aud like evcry otiier sin proves utirofitable to
the onc who indulges ini it. The southerri Planter who
alaag %vith bis neighibor ivas joint owîier of a slave andi
scifishly inserted the careiuliy restrictcd petition in bis
daiiy îîrayers-"1 Lard bless my slîarc af iigger Bob,"*
made a mistakoe from a business standpoint. Th'le fact is
that aur shiare of tlîings ini the great social comnpact cannot
bc rigidly seîiaratcd front what beioags to others. Coin.
piete isolation in titis respect is impassible.

Thîe min wbo resolves ta ignare the iaterests of others
takes the nîost effectuai way of injuring bis owa. le,
for example, wbo in the exercise of a kind af vulg;îr inde-
pendence disregards the common civiiitics ai lufe andI
dclights in lîcing rude in dress, in speech anti conduet, is
sure ta, ncet wvitlî retribution. It matters not that lie
tries ta dcfcnd binîseif on tbc score ai conscicntiousness
and religious transparency; otbers sec in bis behiaviauir
the essence o f schfisincss or boorislincss and treat bim
accordingi>'. Onc's own littie waîîts, comforts andi inter-
ests, arc not the loftiest thernes that can occtupy his soul.
It requires but smali talent and vcry iimited education ta
think of these things. The lowcr anîiais by the exercise
of nicre instinct aie able ta attend ta theai.

You sec tbe ver/ incarnation of this small spirit of
selfisbincss in the fbp %ith jewelled fingers, ornainented
figure, and cmpty brain, b>' wbom you are jostled ini the
street andi dcprivcd of your rightful share af the pavement.

Is it flot tbis same spirit that actuates the grcat zaamy ai
smokers %vbo persist in forcing you ta breathe the fumes
you detest, but in wbich they deliglit ? Wbhy sbould tlîey
sclfishly disrcgard the fact that the atniosphere in aur
streets, botels, and public conveyar.ées, is common pro-
perty and nat ta be defflcd and rcndcred offý'nsive ini
aider ta gratify the artificiai, taste af an>' ciass ai citizens ?

WVho bas fiat sccn sclfisbncss dominant at tbe railway
station when thc rush wias made for the ticket office and
the lunch raom ? We bave scen on the St, Lawrence
steamers betvccn Kingston and 'Mantre.al person% who,
whbcn at home ivere doubtless countcd ladies andi gentle.
mien, flot prcsscd by pangs ai hunger but animateti b>'
nîcan selfishncss, holding fast chairs in the saloon for an
hour beforedinner despite the renianstrance of the steward
andi the attractive scener>' of tbc rapitis. We have lookcd
with supprcsscd %wondcr upon a part>' persan suffering
paturally from intcrnai heat, bcavily clati in furs, Sitting in

ai hcatcd railway car-pcrspiring-and instcad of divest-
in- hiersuif or suiperfiious cloting, thirowing up thie
window and allowing a deadly streami of cold air to strike
lier nceighibors on the op~ eside. WVhat sélfiliînss 1

Wue have been in ch'îirches whierc saisitiy people SQ fiar
forgot what %vas due to the sanctuary nd to thecir fcilow-
worshijîpers as to enter biabittuaiiy five or ten minutes
aiter thie app)lointcdl houir. Wc have been in drawing-
moins vliere evei camnent men were so ohtrusiveiy con-
spictious ioutiging in chairs andi sofas andi strolling- about
with their bands initheir pockets, and whierc pious diimes
were so noisy ani ail absorbiing in speech as to makec us
wisi ilitelsely for a, more general alpreciation or thec
g'oldien rie.

Great mien, and possibiy sortie of our readers, may cleci
ai these things trilles. Bie it so. Tlicy cannot deny the
fict that even contemptibie creatires, stiLi as black flcs
andi niosquitocs, are very annoying and destructive to
domnestic ani socii comfort Ani more still. Thesc
trifles undeniably spring from the saine root as thec
gigantic evils against wbirh great ethical and rcli-,ious
reformers lay out tlieir strcagth. 'llie cruel nierchant of
Venice wvith his dlucats and blis pound of flesh licid tip to
cverlasting reprobation by, the great LEnglish drainatist is
oniy an cxaggeratcd ty*pe of inean selfishniess. 'l'le litige
nmonopilies, under whose arbitrary sway niy a country
lias gronned, arc just the~ samne.

WuJ do not oppose great reforais by îvhich such arc to
b,, rcinovced. No. Let us by ai ineans tiestroy if wc cari
evcry tyrannicai fori af organized cvii. But let us notat
the same tinme ovcrlook the littie world in ivichei %ve aur-
selves live anti niove. Lut us tnt pass over or regard as
disguised forais of virtue those mhinute and iîisidious
mianifestations of selfislîness with wlîich Society abounds.

ETA.

A NEEDED REFORM.

W E live in an age ini which evcrytliing is sulîjected
tthe kuencst scrutiny, zind nathing toieratud or

condeined ivithout carclul cxamiiaation. Chiurcli and
State customs, hoary with age, arc noîv exposcd ta thie
nierciless fusilade or public criticism. Long establislied
habits and niannets af lire arc ca.ild in question, and
mcastired by the standard of rigbit and wrong, of goad
ind evii. No objection can be takcn to ail tlîis, for it is
time tic world wcre frccd irom the bandage of any prac-
tice, however universal, Nvhich cannot bear the scarching
test of inquiry. It is a matter for congratulation, thcrc-
forc, that the Christian Church bas at, last been awakencd
in sanie sense ta tbe enormities of intemperance, and
cspccially that instances of drunkcenness in thie îulpit ara
almost unknown ini modern times. Stiil, I arn satisied
that temperance principles admit of a Far widcr applica-
tion tiîan they gcncraliy recciv. Mie use af intoxicating


