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The Thoughts That Came In.

foliowing interesting account of somo

8 t
X There wete fdle thoughts came In th. | Siameso superstitions ;
i door, { Tho nativos dread the supernatural
. And warmed their llttle toes, ) beings which they belleve i1l the air,
K And did more mischliet about the house and have power to causo all manner of
Than any ono living knows. discases. Therefore, vho Siameso usually
wear somo charm t5 protect themselves
They scratched the table, and broke the from these unwelcome visitors.
chairs, * A Siameso mother docs not fesl at
And solled tho fioor and wall; all pleased when you admire her child
For 8 motlo was written above the door and remark upon its healthinesa and
“ There's welcome aere for all” beauty. They often say of a fino baby
that it {s an ugly, skinny litde thing, for .
‘when the master saw tho mischief done fear lest the spirits might hear it pratsad
He closed it with hope and fear; and take it away.
And ho wrote above, fnstead : “ Let none “Ono of thelr ways of preveniing the
Save good thoughte enter here.” return of tho departed is to cut a hole
in the stde of the house. The coflln con-
And the good Httle thoughts came troop taining tho remains {s passed out through
iog In, thia opening, which is afterwards closed,
When he drove the others out; Thoy belleve the spirits are so stupld
They cleated the walls, and they sacpt { that, should they return and not find the
the floor, l opening by which they came o"t, thoy
Aund sang as they moved about. { wiil be unable to enter the house.
~ For the numerous diseases supposed
And last of all an angel came, I to be cauzed by spirits, the Slamese have -
With wings and a shining face; | & large number of ducturs who make a
B And above the door he wrotc . * Here specinlty of such cases., Somectimes the
: loveo - doctur may be seen standing by the sick
T Hzssg touud a dwelllag place.” bed brandlshing huge knives and com-
manding the spirits, In loud and abusive
g lttlxlnguage, to %ont:!e out ott the pt\ltienttl.1 For
! o accommodation of the spirits the na-
4 SIAM AND IT§ PEOPLE tives make little houses resembling some-
£ Slam 18 situated in Southeast Asia, east what our bird-houses, These they place
: of Burma, gnd has en area of about upon poles ahout five feet in height, and
H 260,000 sQuare miles, and a population of in them little offerings of fruit and fow-
about 6,000000. The Siamese are Bud- ers, and lighted incense sticks are set
dbists, and Buddhism is said to exist from time to time, to gain the favour of

with greater purity in Ciam than in ony
othier country. ‘The Buddhists belisve
that each Buddha, in passing through a
series of transmigrations, bas’ occupied
ip turn the forms of white animals of a
certain class, particularly the swan, the
gtork, the white crow and sparrow, the
dove, the monkey, and the elephant; all
of which are peculiar to Slam. ‘There
is, however, much diversity in the views
of ancient Buddhist writers on thig sub-
ject. Only one thing is certain, that
the forms of Lhese creatures are reserved
for the souls of the good and the great
Thus, glmost a1l white animeals (the cat
is excepted) are held in the deepest rever-
ence by the Siamese, because they were
once superior huinan belngs, -and the
whita elephant in particular is supposed
to be anlmated by the spirit o! some
king or hero, perhaps the incarnation of
a future Buddha. White elephants are
subposed to avert national calamity, and
to bring beace and prosperity; therefore
they are greatly desired.

And yet the so-called white elephant is
not white, but of the colour of burnt
coftee, yellowish brown, or brownish yel-
low; or perhaps a Bath brick (used for
cleaning knives) Is more nearly the shade
of the lighter ones.

When ons of
these rare cres-
tures is found

FAGODA OF BANGKOE, SIAM,

Sinm. Mrs. Leonowens, an English lady,
who lived for six years in the palace at
Bangkok, gives the fulluwing description of
two of them:

**In Baogkok respuses in mgantic_stato

the spirits occupying thefr Immediate
neighbourhovd. The water s also sup-
posed to be the home of splrits, and when
a person 18 drowned it is because of thelir
anger. The natives are very slow in
rendering assistance 0 a drowning per-
son, tearing lest in doing so they may
incur the e¢nmity of these spirits, who,
out of revenge, will visit upon them the
punishment from which they rescue an-
other

* At certain seasons of tho year offer-
tngs arec made to tho water spirits in a
{ very singular way .attle rafts bearing
tighted candles, food, and fluwers, are
placed ugon the rivers and burne by the
swift currents to the sea. Flishermen
frequently make offerings at the large
spirit shrines erected along the scashores
before venturing upon the deep. The
forests are also belleved to be full of
spirits, and there aroe certaln places where
the natives would be afraid to venture
without first propitiating the genil of

This image

the wondrous *sleeping idol.’
of Buddha is per-
haps the largest

idol in the world.

the place. Thus tboe minds of the na-
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he is attended | ¢It is a reclining
with great state " figure, one hub-
to  PRangkok,  dred and seventy-
ost‘:,;nrtodd n?{ . iﬁvo fceft. lunghm;]d
nobles and met furty feot high,
by thokinghim- ' cntirely  covored
self. On armmiv- | with gold };]ato.
ing in the|The sales of this
pallaco grounds | giant figuro's feot
s lofty title i8 ary covered with
given him, and  canings, inlaid
numerous  at | with pearl snd
:;eg:ldants (119- , chased with gold.
aile f% ;;’S , (Tl:é; feet {n‘o fivo
gorvico. VOry-  sacrds and mero
thing assuciated  [p Jength, and the
with majesty toes  each  ono
xlmd_mnk bears yard)  On the
usti image. 23"’ . nails of the Bbogs
nauonal  sWAn-  jre engraven Bu
dard is & whito  gha's ten Jivine
clephant on a stenbutes - Pure,
crimson ground.  Unchangeable.
The roye! flags Endowed  with
an(;lds soals, Al Rnowledge,
monoys, ko | b i Btory
g (ing the Dblystary

on all & es the ' of Creation, With-
;“th}l%hd'-'l’h?nt- out Sin, Uncon-

is tho nation- | querable, Teacher
?}lwemg::, as. cl)th tho ;;'aylfut]o

18 i 1

among Chris- Ad:sr'ablc.'%m ’
tians, or tho |
crescont amony
Turks.

There are
mapy idols in
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GREAT PAGODA COURT,

y, SUPERSTITIONS.

Dr.E. A.Sturgo,
of Siam, gives th;




