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PLEASANT HOURWB.

The New Year.
OY FRANCES KIDLEY- TIAVERGAL

New merctes, new blessings, now Jight on
thy way;

New  caurage,
strength for each day

New noleu of lhnnksxlvlns. ‘new chords of

new lmpo and new-

eligh
New- wns- ln the morning, naw sougs In
the night;
New wlne |n thy chalice, new altara to

Now- !rullx {or thy Master, new-garments
praise;

New- gmx from his treasure, now smiles
from_his face;

New streams from the fountain of iafinite

race;

Now stars lor thy crown, and now tokens
of love

Now gleaml or the glory that awalts thee

New light of his countenance, full and

unpriced,
All-this be tho joy-of thy new-life in
Chriat
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Pleasant Hours:

A _PAPER FOR. OUR YOUNG FOLK
Rev. W, H. Witurow, D.D., Editor,

them to attempt tho ascont.  One bright
morning, when-I thought they were all
‘busy with their gawmes, I started on my
expedition I quletly made-my way up
the faco of the hill tlll I camo to a-polnt
where the path forked, ono path striking
directly upward and-the other nscending.
In a sianting directfon. I hesitated for-
a moment as-to-which of the two paths
1 would take, and was-about to tako the
precipitous one, when I was atartled by
hearing a-llttle volco shouting, * Father,
take the-safest path, for I am following
you” On looking down, I saw that my
Ilittle boy had discovered my absence,
and followed me. -He was all y & con.
slderable- distanco up the-hill, and had
found- the ascent difoult, and when he
saw me hesitating as to which of the
paths T should take, he revealed himself
by tho warning cry. I saw ai a glance
that-he was in peril at the point he had
reached, and trembled ‘lest his littlo !eot
should sllp before I could get to-him.
therefore cheered him:-by calling to hlm
that I would come and help him directly.
1 was soon down-to him, and grasped his
little warm hand with a joy that every
father will- understand, I-saw-that in
attempting to follow my example he had
incurred fearful danger, and I deacended;
thanking God um I-had stopped {2 timo
to save my child from injury or death.
Years have passed aince that, to me,

- | memorable morning; but though the dan-

ger-has passed, the little fellow’s cry has
never left_me. It taught mo a lesson,
the full force of which I-had never known
before. It showed me the power of our
unconscious influence, and I saw the tor-
rible poesibility of our leading those
around us to ruln, without intending or
knowling it; and the lesson I learned-that

-] morning I am anxious to impress upon

those to whom my words may come. _
Charles Lamb-has sald -that-the man
must be a-very bad man, or & very ignor-
ant ono, who does not make a good re-
solutlon on New Year's” Day; and -be-
lleving that-my readers are neither one |
nor the other, I. want to show-them tho
fmportance-of their resolving to be ab-

-| stainers, not_only. for thelr  own-sakes,

but- especially for the sake of those
around them. I want them to-listen to
the volce of the-children who are crylng
to them in"tones that it would be criminal-
to disregard : “ Take the safest path, tor
we are-. ro!lowlng you"

THE NEW YEAR.
The-close of the old year and the be-
ginmng of-the new 1s a most fitting time
for retrospection and refiection. " Then,!
i ever, should even the most frivolous
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HOW -TO RELP TEE TWENTIETH-

OENTURY FUND.

At Arthur, Ont, on October 8, the.
Twentieth Century Thmksglvlng Fund

wag -fully pre--{ we

bestow a 's earnest thought upon™
the past, and seck divine aid to essay the

-| duties of -the !utur& Standing-as we

do, in ** the centre of i es, the"

Bul though life be-shost, it is of in-
_finito importance. Though timo bo fleet~
ing, on It-moat momentous issues hang
1t-ts the sced-time of elernity It-1s-the
probation of an cndless future  We may
sow the good seed from which shall-
spring a harvest of everlasting Joy. or
the baleful seeds of sin from which shall
grow a bitter cup of unending remorso
and-shame,

 Oh, ‘tIs-solemn-1iving,
When wo know_each hour {8 giving
Radiance bright, or durkness. -to the
soul's eternal years ™

A NEW YEAR.

*It's coming, boys

It's almost here;

It's comling, glrls, N

The-grand- New Year!

A year to'be gladiln.

Not to be bad in
A year.to-live In,to gnin anad give in;
A-year for Lr)lng, and not for sighing;
A bright Now Year! Oh, hold-it dear!
For God who sendath, he only lendeth.”

This Is what-some one- wrote just be-
fore a New Year came,.end agaln the
words are appropriate-to-the season.
“Whether this new year will be a “grand
ope or not deponds-on ourselves. Wo
_can make it what we please. Wo shall’
-certainly have grand opportunities. It
_we fmprove them, the new-year will-be:
to us * happy " all the way through. .If|
we siight them we cannot expect elther
happiness or success,

It-is astonishing -how many good:-re-
solutions- are made-at the beginning of
every new year. There-was Jack Jones,
for instance, who bad been very negligent-
of his.lessons for a long time. .He was
content to skim-along, and happy it he
-could-get through his examinations by
‘3 tight squecze,” as ho called It.

Just before the Christmas holidays
Jack’s teacher had a plain tatk-with him
gbout his negligence, Jack-recelved-it
kindly, ond promised to *turn_over o
new leal” as-goon. az-he_came back to

school. The first-day after the-vacation
Jack's-teacher reminded him of his-pro-

4.

mise, and tho boy-assured.him -he fully-} by

Intended to it-out. _And so, no
doubt, hc dld~ but unfortunately be
‘lacked firmness and decisioz; and thus,
_when his -cousin Will ‘asked him after
schonl-to go skatlng, he readily con-
‘sented, satisfylng himself -that there

“|-would be time enough-for study after-the

fun was -over. -he became &0 in-
terested In- his play that it was dark
when"he reachcd_home, and-he was {00 |
-tired-to study much-after-supper. He_
went to bed early, resolved to get up un-|
usually -early, and- study hard. But he
slept_unusually late,-and went to school.

conflux of eternities,”-all things . oonsnire

to make us feel that our llves are rapidly

sllding away, that they shall-soon-have

passed_ forever. The successive New

Years are milestones, as 1t were, by which |
th:

sented to the congregauon. Some Jit-
tle girls of one of our familles, Evelyn,-
Edna and Valda-Giilrie, enthusiastically
caught hold-of-the facts, _They wished
to-know how they. could.carn_a dollar
for_the fund. Thelr father proposed that-
they- should gather-apples and pick -up.
potatoes, -and before the next Sunday.
two of them -had earned their dollars..
Good- fo, the-giris! If-theso children
are-a falr index_of-the men and women.
of the twentleth century, -there is a-
tright outlook for Methodism and the
world. Could-not-thousands of children
m the Dominion earn a dolar each before.
October-1, 1900 2

Now, Mr. Editor, would it not be a.
good 1dea-to start a-Children s.Earned
vollar Fund 1n connection with the
Iwenticth -Century ThanksgivingFund,
and roport_on the Children's Page of The:
Guardian from week-tv week,:the names.
of children who_have earned a dullar for
the-fund ?  Would not the C. E. D. F.
ue a-povnerful auxitiary to-the T. C. T.
F.? u be-chidren at work-and the

_looking -forward,
“|.vlews of tbe-end-of our journey, of the

our-. rough time.

As travellers who cross the Alps,,
climbing the hodry mountains’ sides, gain
broader, clearer vision, and-g wider hori-"
zon, as they look-back upon the path-by
woich they “have ascended-and perceive
that its devious_turnings were necessary
to avold somo crevasse or overcome some
difficulty, and as, gaining the summit of
the_pass, they -behold the.fertlle plalns
of Lombardy and-the far-shining city-of
thelr plIgTimsge; 50, to us, the New-Years
are-hilltops, as. it were, whence wo may
look back on'all the way by which the
_Lord our God has led us,'and from which,
we may get clearer |

goal-of-our- hopes,

Ow lifes pathway may often seem-
rugged anJ devious, but from-the vtn-
tage-ground ot added years we gain wider
horizons, and, at last, from the supremo’
vnnmg@gmund of heaven we may discern-
that alilife’'s devious ways have been part
of God's great plan; that we have-been
ied by a way that wo knew not, by a
way that ve might not have chosen for

parents-w.a-not be-
R. W. Wright.

A NEW YZAR'S COUN-EL
BYTREV. CUARLES GARRETY

Durlng one of my “holidays in_North
(vales, I was staying with my family near
a-range of hilis to which I was strangely-
attracted. Somo of them were slanting,
and-easy to climb. and my-children: re-
jolced 1o accompany me 10-their sumMmitL.
One, howover, was higher than the others,
and its sidea were steep and rugsed
olten lnoked-at 1t with longing desire-to

1 but-by-a way that-has been
wiso and good and true.

At these memorial seasons we are es- |

pecially reminded of the shortness of life

and -the_fiight-of time.  In-Holy. Scrip--
ture -the most fraglle and

things are chosen to represent:the-dura~
tlon of human existence. Man's days_
are-a-handbreadth, and his years are as
oothing:in the nlght of-God. "He-is-like
grass that in the morning flourisheth and-|
groweth up. fresh_and-falr ‘and _gémmed
with-dew, but-which in-the evening, dry’
and- dead, cut down and withered, strews’
‘the ground: Like the flight of an-arrow-
through-tha- ,leldlns a.h'.‘or tho xlldlnr,

reach thotop 1T be
ship of my.children, however, was a difh-
calty. _Several of them were very younsg.
snd-I-knew It would be full of perll*for

of-a- keel~ - the »

that leaves no traco- bc!:lm!—ﬂko any-
thing most evanescent—guch; in the sight-
of 04, is-the'life of-man. -

What was the matter with Jack ?  His
“intentlons-were.good, but he lacked that
‘noble self-denlal without-which-no one
can hope_to-succeed. The now year of’
ftselt will-help -nobody. We-must be
ready to do our very ‘best every day,
whether the year is new or.old, and then
.we- shall not_feel-calied-upon to make
good resolutions anly to-be broken.

The last.line-of the:little verse:quoted-
"above deserves- to -be -remembered. -Our
time is lent-to us by God for a good.and.
a"wise purpose It is not-to be trifled
-away, bui to be diligently -improved.
God,-who lends it to us, wiil one day ask
us to_give accdunt of"it.  Wo -ought,
therefore, 0 to improve 1t that when this
account is_rendered, it shall be found
that wo have.been wise, and good, and-
useful in-the. world,—Mxelus.

NED'S-NEW y'iz;,n RESOLUTION
AND HOW HE KEPT IT.

- This belng-the first day of the year
A.D, 1899, it is Just and- right that- I
make somo- sultable resolutions “for- the
_day. Therefors be it

* Resolved,-that during the coming year
1 will strive as far as possible to do unm
-others as I-would be done by. Sign:

“ Edward lAwmnce ”

“ There now, that's done~ rlgh'. up in
2 business manner, I think,” sald Ned,
‘proudly survering the paper. “I-ex-
pect it will- be pretty -hard work,” he
added-ruefully.

“ Edward, my sun,” sald" his -father,
directly nner breakfast, “ will you-clean-
:)ét the ‘walks-the_first thing this_ morn-.

g

** Oh, dear,” Ned was beginning, when
he moughl of his resolution and answered
promptly .

* Yes, father,.T'll sce to it at once,” and-
started.off"with a-merry whistle.

His father-looked n"surprise,;

T Ned

him to go on an errand for her, and_he
went at-once, notwithstanding he vas
anxious to get-to his book, * Tip Lowls.”
which-he had recetved Christmas, and In
-which he wns much Interested.

When be dld get a chanceto read he
found his sister-was reading tho-book

“Glve me my book,” he cried.

“ Oh, Ned, I'm rlshl in the middlo of &
chapter, and it i3 80 nlareaung! Might
I just finish this chapter 1"

“No," he answered crossly. * You had
no right-to get my book"”  Then, a8 he
noticed her regretful face, ho-thought .
* Now, I guess that's not just as I'd be
dono by, and- added : “ Well, finish the
-chapter, then, Nellle.

“ Oh, Ned,” oxclnlmed his little brother,
;‘owon t you show-me how to spin my new

2

D

“ Not " now. _Freddle, I'm reading, don't
you see

“ But I'm-lonesome,” pleaded the little
fellow, “ and I can’t do it right.”

“ Como here,” satd Ned; suddenly rocol-
-locting himsclf. Andin n few moments
-the lmlo fellow was as happy &s could Le.

That afternoon Ned went coasting, It
was fine sport, and Ned's sled was recog-
nized as the swittest-on-tho bill. Ils
queer how boys will tug up_a-tong, tire-
_gomo hill just for the sport of riding
down again. When if asked-to work
half as hard they would think themselves
“awfully abused. But-they always-have
and-they always will, I gucss (and sirls,
too, for that matter), and-Ned-was no ex-
ception to-the rule.

No one noticed .a- poorly -dressed- lad
_who had no sled, and stood -shivering
“with the cold, and wisttully watching the
merry-makers, ‘Ned  saw him. “It
must be pretty hard,” he thought, “to
-have no-ride-at.cl], but it's none of my
business.” “And his sled when-he reached-
-the top went merrily down the hilt again.

But he was not'easy as he climbed back
again.  *“Suppose you had no-sled-and
he had one,” whispered a small -volce,
“ what would you like-him to do? Your
-sled-1s large enough-for-two. Why not
_take him or- with you ?"

“ But my sled would not go so fast.”

. S\lpposing it-wouldn’t. Do as you'd
be done-by.”
. By this time he reached the:top-of-the

Here, you,” he called to -the- boy.
“Wouldn't you like to_ride ?"

Wouldn't ho ? His cheeks-flushed and
his eyes sparkled.

“Well, come, jump on then” And
away-they- went.

Not ‘once -but -many -timés they went
-(for Ned never .dld thlngs -by -halves),
and he-ackmowledged to _himself-that
“somehow he felt 10t8 happler, and the boy
“was such-a nlee little-fellow, too,

“ Come next Saturday and you can ride
-some.more,”- he sRid, when-he started for
home, and his new friend promised- as
_he ran joyfully-off.

“Well,” agreed-Ned that night.as_he
_thought over the day, “* It may-be a: much
“harder way, but §t's-also much nicer, and
“I'think-I'll keep right on for the year.”

7 NEW BOOKS, ﬁ
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“ 'X‘he Queen's Twin, and Other smﬂes "
By Sarah ~Orone _Jewstt. -Boston™
“Houghton, Mifilin & Co. Toronto ¢ Wﬂ-
lam Briggs. ~Price, §1.25.

Sarah Orme-Jewett,-herself a-* queen ”
ot happy, healthy.. swry-!elllnz, has’again
-given us a volume of-her rare ries,
told in-her own_inimitable ‘way.” Her
style-1s:always attractive, and her-char-
acters- quaint and in(eresung, ‘Those
-who are acqualnted with-dear old * Mis'
-~Todd,”-will beglad to meet her again in.
tho pages of this volume. She. fs as'de
voted -to “her- herbs -as- ever, -aad finds
_them-as eficaclous in the cure-of every
human-ill” 8s when-we first-found :her
gathering them in “ The Country-of the
Polnted™ Firs.”

Each story in the book Is wrought
with -delicacy, and with an -appreclation
ot-chiaracter rarely found. -Her- stories

“e

“|-abound -in_quaint’ maunerisms-of Jan-

guaxe, and- the minor-chord of -pathos
15 frequently struck. Her-last story-is
a most beautiful Thanksgiving idyl.

s

** Dorothy and HarYFrlends\" -By Ellen
Olney ‘Kirk Boston ° Houghton, . Mifiin-
& Co. Toronto * Willlam Briggs. Tilus-
“trated. Pl'h:e, $1.25

Another -story of dear ltile Dorothy
“Deane comes -from _the pen-of Ellen
_Olney ‘Kirk. 1t “is .peopled-with- maay
-happy children. It treats:of-the mar-
vellous fafluence:for good that can be
exerled by u:e lives of little people. who
are d-not tolive-for self, but

had:been-much given to “when

“asked todoanything.
Whien he came-in, hig- mou:er a2ked |-

10, tr.v o help oﬂxers.
ot boys

1sa book‘ﬁvzlx }
sl xud.




