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How tender every word
As the hours wane !

¢ Like this we shall not sit
And talk again.”

How soft the beating heart
T'hat sbon must cease !
What glances carry love—
What heavenly peace !

And yet this fleeting life
Is one last day ;

How long soe’er its hours,
They will not stay.

Q heart ! be soft and true
\While thou dost beat ;

O hands ! be swift to do,
O lips, be sweet !
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THE BOYHOOD OF JESUS,

BY SAMUEL GREGOKY.

**Wist ye not that I must be
Father’s business 1" —Luke 2. 49,

A GOLD-BEATER'S HAMMER.
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When Jesus was seven or eight years old
there was terrible excitement, for the Gali-
leans broke out in rebeilion, and then the
boys saw along the roadside Crosses, on
which the Roman soldiers crucified the
Galileans. ] e

Ordinarily, however, it was quiet life at
Nazareth. The boys were well taught at a
school in the synagogue. They all went to
school.- Jew boys had wonderful brains
and used them. On Moudays and Thurs-
days and on the Sabbath, they attended
the synagogue for worship, aud to read the
Scriptures, and chant the Psaling, and }}ear
discussions, for almost anybody might
speak in the-synagogue if he had anything
to say. o ’

When the boys were twelve years old
they went to their first Passover, and they
were little men after that. It was eighty
miles from Nazareth to Jerusalem, where
the Passover was celebrated, a long way to
walk or to ride oma mule or an ass, Hun-
dzeds of people went together. The jour-
ney occupied several days, and being
spring time when the sky was sunny and
the fruit trees in blossom, it was a pleasant
holiday excursion.

THE FIST WORDS OF JESUS.

Jesus made this journey when he was
twelve years old. ~After the Nazaveth
people had started back his mother missed
him ; but she was not alarmed at first,
thinking that he was with his cousins some.
where in_the company. At last she went

back to Jerusalem, and found him in the. All-that we have todois our Father's-work.

ou. know what it is to be earnest and "

temple. Teachers (Doctors of . the Law)
taught in the courts of the tem‘ﬁle, and
Jesus was among them, hearing. them and
asking them questions. When his mother
asked why he had frightened. them go by
staying behind, he said: “Do you: not
know that I must be in my

house, that I must be about my Father's
business ¢’ e

COLUMBUS ON THE OLIF¥S.

Sometimes boys and girls suddenly think

the same thoughts that Jesus did. It in a8
if they had discovered something. .
You have read tales of the discoverer Co.
lumbus. T have scen a picture of him as a
boy sitting on a clif. He ig looking right
away to where the blue sky bends down to
meet the blue sea. He is not watching the
gulls sail and dive, but seems to be asking
questions to himself about what there ia
over yonder where sky and water seem to
meet. The boy was heginning to think.

THE OPENING ROSE.

Before Jesus was twelve years old he
often thought about life and about God.
He thought while his mother talked to
~him : and often asked ‘questions which she
could not answer. He thought as he heard
the man read in the synagogue : 80 at that
Passover in the temple his whole mind was
awake, A day will come when you will
think and see that you must be about your
Father’s business. ~ The mind is like arose
that has been slowly growing. One morn-
ing it becomes full'blown in the sunshine,
All who pass by look at it and feel its love-

liness and fragrance. The mind of J esus’
opened towards heaven like an opening
rose.

HECTOR'S HELMET.

Jesus said of God « He is my Father | ”
In Nomer’s poem there is a story ahout

Hector. He was ready for battle, covered
with  his terrible armonr 3 his  helmet
covered his face, and great plumes waved
on it. Hector wanted to kiss his little boy,
but the child did not know who it was, and
when he saw the armed figure, and heard
‘rh_e terrible clang of the bronze armour, he
eried and fan away. So Heetor took off his
hehnet, and then looked at the child. Ina
woment the little boy siid, ¢ Ji's my

Faher ' and van to hie arnis,
Now if we nare wicked wiu do not know
biin,  What, Jesus

God, and are afraid of
show us the Fathet

came to do was to ¢
—to make us know God. It is like taking
LSRN

. work and store awa

ather's. -

- at work. You remem

- ful: you must not wan

“ Freddy !
“Yes— — Father p*

I think some of you can understand what
that means. There are titues when all we
want to be sure of this that God is our
Father, and to be able, like Freddy, when
God calls, to say ‘¢ Yes!”

THE TWO SONS.

But Jesus also said: “I must do my
Father's work !” We must all do that.
We have to be good, and kind,
true, and help everybody all we can.
Once Jesus told a story about a man
who had two boys. The man said to the
first boy: “ Go, work in my vineyard !”
The .boy said: “Twon’t!” In a little
while fecling sotry and ashamed he set off
to the vineyard and helped to gather the
ripe grapes. The man told his second boy
to go, and this boy smiled, and said : “Yes,
father,” 'm going!” But he never went
near the vineyard. .

Some are like the sccond boy. ~“You feel
as if you will be good, and work hard, and
do what you are told, and serve Géd.  But
you forget so soon.  You moke good reso-
lutions, and then break them, and do
nothing. .

Some again are like the first boy.  You
are not thoughtful and earnest, and you
don’t try to do anything. You grieve your
father, and mother and God. Now do the
rest of the first boy’s part.  Say nothing
but go and do better, Whenever anybody
triés to do that God comes to help him.

and

gosd, and you know that it is happiest’ for
anybody.

how they sing among the flowars, as they

¢ome |

' 'THE ANT AND THE GRASSHOPPER. ,
It'is a terrible -thin% not to.be earnestly
er what the ant said
to the grasshopper, A grasshopper went
to an ant, when winter was coming on;and
said he wanted help. ““ But,” said the ant,
‘“what have you been doing all the sum-
mer ?” ““Well,” the
spent my time chirping and jumping about
and enjoying myseld.
the ant, ““for 1 spent the summer working
hard to prepare for the winter.” '
) 1 Must.”

There is one grand word that J esus used

—the word ““ must.” e sald; ““ must be
about my Father’s business | ” ;
In all of us there is a conscience that
8ays, you must not be selfish and neglect.
t to do as youlike :
you must not for
what is rght:
God, and lived as Jesus lived.

} You must,
says conscience.  You must, says the Word
of God.  You must, says the Ho)

in our hearts, We all know that we must,
Let us say : ““By God's help I will{”

THREE STAGES OF HOLY LIFE.

There are three great sayings ‘of Jesus
about the work of life. ' )

At the beginning of his life he said to his

mother :
work ! ”

In the midst of his work he said to hiy
disciples: ¢TI must work the work of him
that sent me while it is day.”

And at the cnd he said to God : “Father,

I have finished the work which Thou
gavest me to do |

“1 must be about my Father's

TRIAL AND TRIUMPH,
SIGRY OF A TEMPERANCE HERO' WHO
NOT BREAK HIS PROMISE,

- THe days of heroism are never past, ahd
phe histnry of temperance in the days when
1t wus everywhere denounced would afford
some noble specimens., T have ‘often
spoken of Willie Bartlott, and it will g
terest those of. your readors who simirg
pluck wherever it is found to read of his

—

Hoar' the bees in the garden,

Y sweetness for days to.

grasshopper said, 1 -

**Then be off,” said

get God: ‘you must do |

you must pray and leve : your father, you will be sore puzzle ub

y Spirit.

long s he lives, while the one who 4%

Car . N . ) B a
tinuing to resist all temptations,
WOULD

tome "8 true Christian, and though. he;
husband, who had once walked with her }1)9
the narrow path, had been led away by t
drink fiend, she remained faithful, »qnd_}low‘
that the day of trouble had come she khew
where to go for support and guidange.,
After awhile Willie's mother determined
to apprentice him to his father's trade, and
after some negotiations the master agree
to take him. Having a high regard for
his father, the master took him into t}le
works and gave him in charge of his prin:
cipal foreman.  As soon as the master ha
lett the foreman said : . .
“ Well, Willie, we’ll make a man Qﬁ'the’i
here for thy father's sake, and we mus
have a footing to drink thy success, and az
1 know money is not very plentiful 8
home, I will pay for it myself,” and lll‘i
mediately one of the other lads was 86Dt
for a quart of beer., : o
Poulr' Willie was- bewildered with thj"‘d
arrangement, for his mother had tmlﬂm
him up a strict abstainer and. had-_ tau{él N
him to hate his father’s murderer—=ul
drink. The beer was soon bronght, 9":_'0
the men gathered round and each drank
Willie’s success. Then the foreman poure
out a glass and offered it to Willie : N
* Now, my lad, drink success to alk ol
Willie quietly replied, ““ I am a teeto ,
ler and never touch the drink.” i
Irritated at the boy’s reply, the foré;ﬁz it
said: “ None of that nonsense. "'nk'
"have no teetotalism here. Take the d1l )
at once.” ; 2
Willie said, *‘I promised mother 1 V}’S,f ‘
never touch the drink, and I never wi e
““Look here,” said the man, * We®

. 80
.not going to have two masters here;
_drink it up.”

09T cannot, and 1 will not said W{!;Ul‘?-*
"~ Mad with the boy’s Tebellion agains

L T ||

.~ orders, the: foreman said : S This_’-'“:.sov

. mionsense ! You will have it in- you or:$
“you |7 :

“ Well,” said Willie, ““1 can’t help !'(fver
will never'drink. You can throw ltI(ile&n
me if you like. 1 have brought herd 8 08
jacket and -a good character. Yob© ghsll
spoil my jacket if you will, but yot!
never spoil my character.” 1ig

Struck with the boy's earnest look, &
man’s better nature prevailed, and £9¥? '
away he said to his mates : oo hel

‘“He’s a rum one, but 1 bel“’ve,
make & man.” H

The prophecy was right, for gfdz

illie is a prominent temperanée panen?
and is at the head of a large establis pri :
noted. for their intelligence and hig
ciple.~ Pacific. - .- '
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DRAW NEAR TO HIM. .

. roit
Ir you stand a quarter of a mile off £

know what he says or what he means thi

if you go within gve feet of him, evel}’ﬂ “%ﬁ
will be plain. 8o, if you stand ghet‘r ,
-away from God, your Heavenly Fa ol il
the midst of earthly absorptions, ¥ kno”
undoubtedly be much at a loss wm- him
what is his will ; but if you livenear ¥~ g
walking with God (as the Scripture
Bion so significantly gives it), you ¥

S have
no difficulty of this sort.—Anon. .~

, : eem . otth
THE ‘boy ‘'who smokes every. ?lggg&f’
offered to him, then wishes a commoﬂa gl
in time, not satisfied till he can have g od
thy pipe,” will soon become s0 ¢! wi

in the use of vile tobacco, that h.%a it 85
likely to continue the unfortunate eclin®

¢
W o,
to-take one, resisting the temptatio! " 5ftes

d
;an

A8 they ate offered, becomes stm{;ggéni"‘l?
stronger in his ability to'practise s o, 1
in his ability to rise above be'mpt'*;‘ piantd!
doming more and more g man, §1'$.ydq1§nd'
ab each time that he shows his in¢ _
ehee. — 1%, J. H. ll«m(‘fﬁ)rd. o
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