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To0 great nearness to an event pre-
cludes a just estimate of its true pro-
portions and relations to the general
Progress of a reform of which it is but
an Incident. For this reason the dally,
or ¢ven weekly, journal, reporting cur
rent news, does not enable the reader
50 accurately to measure the direc-
tion and force of the varlous events,
occurring  with  such astounding
rapldity, which constitute the history
of Social and Moral Reform in this
country, as the ““Quarterly” which sur-
veys & wider horizon and detects the
marshalling and movements of the
forces, -

The Dominion Parliament having,
for the first time In its history, met
in a sixth seaslon, t0 pass Remedial
legislation, Mr. T. B. Flint, M.P. for
Yarmouth, N.S.. availed himnelf of the
opportunity and carly placed upon the
Orler Paper a notice of his intention
to troduce the Prohibition resolution
which had heen endorsed by the Lexis-
Iative committee of the Dominlon Al-
Hance. On Wednesday. Feb, 12th, he
moved Its adoption in an able speech
which was not concluded when the
House adjourned.

SIr Oliver has invited the Ontario
Lexgisiature to discuss a bill of fare,
which it was hoped, by some, would in-
clude the amendment of the Ontario
Liquor IAcense Act. In explanation of
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the disappointment, the Speech from.
the Throne says: ‘There has been un-
uzual, and therefore unexpected, deday
on the part of the Right Honorable
the Judicial Committee of her Ma-
Jesty’s Privy Councll in rendering a
decision on the appeal from the
Supreme Court of Canada with regard
to Prohibitory liquor legislation. This
delay indicates exceptional difficulty
in agreeing as to the proper conclusion
on some of the questions involved in
the appeal. The judgment may be ex-
bected any day." The sixth of Febry-
Ary was the second anniversary of Sir
Oliver's type-written pledge to cnact
the fuillest measure of Prohibitory
legislation found to be within the com-
DPetence of the Legislature. We can-
not truthtully say that we are surpris-
ed at the delay. Ind-ed, the editor in-
curred the scorn . ° a high legwl
authorlty, very close to the Govern-
ment, for daring to Buggest, at the
time and place of making Sir Oliver's
pledge, that it mennt two ycars hefore
any reliet would be secured. To this day
no attention has heen paid to the re-
peated requests for such amendmentx
to the License Act as were undoubted-
1y within the power of the Leglsiature;
and another year, possibly two op
more, will pass before the first inatal-
ment will be pald on account of the
Premier's pledge.

‘The Quedec Legisiature, on the other
hand, has heeded the tequest of the
Quebec Branch of the Dominion Al-
llance and amended the lcense law in
the direction desired, while refusing to
grant the demands of a 1large and
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wealthy delegation of
seliers,

An appsal to the Manitoba electorate
has resulted in the return of the Green-
way Government to power. The issue
was the School question, and the in-
ter se fealury thereor, together with the
Individual pledges of the Government
candidates to support Prohibition, en-
abied the Liberwis to sweep the prov-
Ince and escape condemnation on thelr
administration of the License Law.
Thirty-three of the forty members re-
turned, it i3 sald, are pledged to sup-
port Prohibitory legislation. Twa
Patrons were clected.

The bye-elections in Ontario afford-
cd the first Instance of a Patron con-
testing a riding for ¢he Commons. Mr.
RBrandon, Patron-Prohibitionist, ran in
North_ Ontario, and was opposed by
both Liberal and Conservative candi-
dates. The Government retained the
seat, but Brandon was a g00d second
and. doubtless, would have won had
there bLeen a fair fight, under normaul
conditions.  Prohibitlonists—not LEHES
deserted thelr old parties and gave
him suppore.

The Nova Scotia Llberal party is
~djusting itself to the growing Pronl.
bition wmentiment. Following upor the
re-nominations of Flint.. of Yarmouth,
and Forbes, of Queens, by their reapecs
tive party conventions with instructions
to make their mupport of Prohibition
Supreme, Mr. Firman McClure, a pros-
perous barrister, of Truro, N.S., in ac-
cepting the nomination of the Colches-
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ter County Tibeml oconvention, declar-




