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DIVINITY.

THE WITNESS OF THFE OLY SPIRIT,

It has often been obiccted to the Wesleyan
Methodists, that the doctiiue vt e ditect Wit-
ucss of the Holy Spint to the minds of belicvers,
assuring them of their adoption it the family of
God, and of thar consequent title to hieave, is
peculiar to themselves, and not conntenanced by
atthodox aud learned men of other denominations.
‘This charze has often been refuted by an appeal
to the writings of several of vur most cuniieat the-
olagians, both Episcopaliuns and Nonconformists.
The following passage on this very inportant sub-
jecty by Thomas Casey, a man of no mcan uote
among the Puritans, is worthy of attcution, and
cannot casily be misundcrstood i ¢ Another office
of the Spirit is that which our divines call imme-
diate, and it §s a bright irradiation of the Holy
Ghosty beaming out upon the souly nut only giving
it a clear and distinct discerning of its own graces,
but trumediately witnessing (o the soul ils adoption
by Jesus Christy and right and title unto the king-
dom of Gud, whercin God speaks to the soul in
some such language as this: < I am thy salvation
—I have blotted out thy transgressions—Thy
sing are forgiven thee,’ &c. Now this actis usu-
ally called immediale, i. ¢. without any mediation
of signs and evidences—not but that there are
signs and evidences in the persen testified, but
that the Spirit makes no use of them in the act of
testification ; there zre gracious qualifications 1n
the soul, sufficient to c?islinguish and justify it
from_all the false witness of the lying spirit, but
the Spirit of God doth not sefer to zny of these

ualifications in the act, but immedintcly darts in
Jight and comfort, which fill the soul with joy un-
s?enkahlc and full of glory.*——Casc’s Mount
Pigah,

SCRIPTURE 1ILLU STR.\TIO.\'S.

Acts Aiii. 48,
¢ As many as were orduined fo elernal life belicred.”

‘Tis text has been most pitifully misunderstood.
Many suppose that it simply means that these in
that assembly who were }urc-onluinal, or predes-
tinated hy Gol’s decree, to etemnal life, bLelieved,
ander the influcnce of that decree.  Now, we
should be careful to examine what a word means,
hefore we attempt to fix its mncaning. Whatever
letegmenoi nay mean, which is the word we
translate ordained, itisncither profelagmensi nor
yroorismenci which the apostle’ uses, but simply
tetagmenoi, which includes no idea of pre-ordina-
tion, or pre-destination of any Kind. ~ And, if it
even did, it would be rather hazardous to say that
all those who bielicved at this time were such as
actually perscrercd unlo the end, and zcere saved
unlo clernal life.  But, leaving all these preca-
tious matters, what does the word {clagmenos
mean? The verd tatlo or lasso significs to place,
sety ordery, appointy dispose ; hence it has been
considered here as implying the disposition or rea-
diness of mind of several petsons in the congrega-
tion, such as the rdligious proselytes mentioned
ver. 43, who possessed the reverse of the disposi-
tion of those Jeves who spake against those things,
contradicting and Maspheming, ver. 45. Though
the word in this place has heen variously transla-
ted, yet, of all the meanings cver put on it, none
agrces worse with its nature and known significa-
tion than that which represents it 2s intendin
those wlo were predestinaled to etemnal life: this
is no meaning of the term, and should never be
applied to it.  Letus, without prejudice, consider
the scope of the place: the Jews contradicted and
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blasphemed 3 the religious proselyles heard atten-
tively, and received the word of life: the one
party were utterly indisposed, through their own
stubbornness, to receive the gospel; the others,
destitate of prejudice aud prepussession, were
glad to huar liml, in the urderof God, the Gentiles
were included in tie covenant of salvation throush
Chiist Josus 3 they, therefure, in this good slalc
and ovder of mind, behieved. Those who sech
for the pluin meaniug of the word will find it here .
those who wish to make out a scase, not fiom the
Greek word, its use wmong the best Greek writers,
and the ohvious seuse of the evangelist, but from
their owa creed, may continue to pusele them-
selves and othess 5 hindle their vwn fire, compass

thamselves with sparks, and walk in the light of

their own fire, and of the sparks which they have
kindled ; and, in cwnsequence, lic down ia sorrow,
having bildden adicu to the true meaning of a pas-
saze so very simple, tuken in its connenion, that
one must wonder how it ever came to be misun-
derstood and snisapphed.— Dr. 4. Clarke.

De. Hammeond has acopious, leatned and high-
ly satisfactory notc on this text, in which the same
interpretation is given. Parkhurst, also, in his
Greek Lexicon, under the word tat{o or lasso, un-
derstands the expression in the same sense 5 and
Dr. Doddridge, in his exposition of the passage,
says, ¢ The meaning of the sacred pennan scems
to be, that all who were deeply and seriously
concerned about their eternal happiness, (whethes
that concern began now, or wete of lonzer date,)
openly embraced the Gospel; for surely none
could he said to helieve who did not make an open
profession of Chtistiamty, cspecially in such cir-
cumstances.’?

ON THE DESTRUCTION OF JEIUSALTM.

REFLECTIONS ON THE PUNISUMENT CF THE JEWS,
AND ON THE PREDICTIONS OF JIsUS CHRIST
WIHICH POINTED THEM OUT.

Tranlated from Vusater's * Discouts ssr FHeutoire Unitresseile.”

Waiest I have endeavoured, my Lord,® to lay
before you, without interruption, the ordet of Giod’s
counsels in the continuation of his people, I have
tapidly passed over many facts which deserve
deep reflection.  May 1 now be permitted to re-
turn to them, that matters of such importance may
ot be 1ost to you.

And inthe first place, 1heg you to consider,
with more patticular attention, the fote of the
Jews, all the cireamstances of which bear testi-
mony to the Gospele These circumstances are
handed down to us by Infidel, Jewish and Pagan
wnters, who, without undernstanding the course
of God’s counsels, have related those important
facts by which it hes pleased himn to make it
known.

We have Josephus, a Jewish author, who was
a faithful hustozian, and well insttucted in the af-
fairs of his own nation—the autiquitics of which
he has illustzated in an admirable woik.  Iie has
wrnitten an account of the last war, in which it
was destrayed, after having been an eye-witness
of the whole, and having scrved his counlry in a
high ilitaty capacity.

The Jews furnish us 2lso with other very an.
cient authors, whose testimonies shall be Iaid be-
fore you. They have ancient commentators on
the Scriptures, and among others, the Chaldee
Paraphrases, which they print with their bibles.
They have also a book which they call the 7@l
mud, that is, Doclrine, for which they have not

51 less respect than for the Scripture itself.  This is
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. M._Di;;um were written foe the instruction
of the Dauphin, and were dedicaled to bim. Sce ia-
troduction 10 this work.

a collection of tracts and sealences of their an-
cient Doctors ; though the patts of which it is
composed are not all of the same antiquity, the
latter authors cited in it, having lived during the
first ages of the Jwsche In ths buek, wmong an
wfinite number of ndiculous fubles, which we see
beginning for the most part after our Saviour’s
time, we find sume valuable remains of the an-
cient traditions of the Jowish peojle, and proofs
suflicient to convince them.

Aud firsty it is cert:ing from the confession of
the Jews, that the divine vengeance was never
more ternbly, nor more stukigly displaved, than
it was in their last destruction.

Itis a certan tradition, attested by this Tal-
mud, and confirmed by all their Rabluny, that for-
ty years before the destruction of Jerusalem, and
svon after the death of Chnst, ghere were conti-
aually seen 1w the temple the most strange appear~
ances.  Every day there appeared new prodigics,
wsomuch that a famous Rabbi ane day exclaimed,
¢« O temple, O temple, what disturbs thee, and
why dust thou fear for thyself 12

What can be more remarkable than that fright-
ful nowsey which was heard by the pricsts in the
saanctuary on the day of Pentecost, and that au-
dible voice which proceeded from the bottom of
that sacred place: ¢ LET vs co nesce—LET uvs
co nkxce??’ The holy angels, the protectors of
the temple, declared aloud, that they had aban-
doned 1ty because God, who had for so many ages
fixed in st his abodey had given it over to destruc-
tion.

Josephus and Tacitus have both related this

nodigy, though it was hieard by the priests only,
Sut there was another, which all the people be-
held, and such as had never been seen hy any
otherpeople. ¢ Four ycars before the war was
declared,” suys Josephus, ¢ a peasant began to
a1y, ¢ A voice is gone forth from the cast, a voice
15 rone forth from the west, a voice is gone forth
fram the four corners of the earth—a voice agalust
Jerusalem and against the temple—a voice against
the newly magried—a voice against all the peo-
pies?  From that time, ncither day nor night did
he cease to cry, ¢ Woe, woe unto Jerusalem.?
He sedoubled lus cries on the feast-days. No
other words proceeded out of his mouth ; those
who piticd hiim, those who cursed himyand those
who adiministered to his necessitics, never heard
any thing from him but that terrible sentence,
<Woe to Jerusalem.? He was taken by the ma-
gistrates, examined, and condemned 1o be scourg-
ed; to each question and to cach stroke he re-
plicd, without cver complaining, ¢ Woe to Jeru-
salem.?  Being dismissed 25 2 madman, he went
over all the country, incessanlly repeating his
mournful predicion.  He continued for seven
years to ¢sy in this manuer without intermission,
and withont feeling his voice weakened,  During
the last siege of Jetusalem, he was shut up in the
city, an:d was continually going about the walis,
and crying with all his might, ¢ Woe to the ten~
rlc, wor o the aty, woe to all the people.? At
ast he added, € Woe to myself:? and in that in-
stant e was killed by astone thrown from a ma-
chine?

Shall we not say, my Lord, that the divine
vengeance scemed to e rendered visible in this
man, who lived only to pronounce its dectees;
that it had nhilled him with its cnerzy, that his
crics might be descriptive of the misctics of the
people; and that at last he was to perish by an
effcct of that vengeance which he had o long an-
nounced, in ordcr to render it more affecting, and
more striking, when he should become, not only
its prophet and its witness, but also its victim.

‘his prophet of the miseries of Jerusalem wae
callcd Jesus. 1t sccmed that the name of Jesus,



