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Ieit improbability of spirittial communications, and
sny own feelinigs of seepticistin on that point, 1
will not sav that spirits have been concerneti iii
the case ; but whatevcr bc the agency, 1 ain clear
as to the aria, or things done. Under a Iighit
applicationa of the hands of a few of -ay famnily and
zuyielf, a round table lias inovî'd hotui lincariy andi
rotmnd-inMi e latter niatner e0 rapidly at saine
monûtdits, that 1 counteil six revolutions in half a
minute. %With banuds disposed in the saine uant-
ner, we have receiveti signais of varions kîntis in
answers ta questions, soilletiiues by tappings,
but imore frcqucntly by lateral mtovenment.ts of the
table on irs lfet, or by its tiltinig ini a particular
direction as requesteti. 1 cani fully depenti ont the
probity of the tiree or four iembers of the fanîiiy
circie who were assocdateil with uie iii the expe.
riniients; but wbat places the matter beyond
doubt is, that soie of the rcsj>onscs involve mat-
ters known only to znmyself. 1 îay adti, tîmat the
saine phienoinena have beciî eliciteti, under amy
care, iii aiother fainiiy, coinposed of persts ta
wlîain, tiîey were enmtireiy a iioveity. 1 ami tiere-
fore left iii no doubt as to t.he verity of the aile 'ged
facts, andi, iii justice ta the professed Medinmns,
mîust witlhdraw% amy hyj>otiîesis, that they are lirst
deceive4l by tlmemst!lves, aud then uuititentioualiy
dcceive otheirs."

Tieus ye sec that the mystcry of table-mavingr
is jîlentificul with spiritual manifestationîs, an',
conseqîîently, Doctor, if ye are at a iass for the
motive pover e' the tables, yu have only to
gang te the gpeerits!

I)ocrot.-But, Laird, ai that you have tolti
us 1 do neot admit as evidemece. On the con-
trarv, hoar the ftillowing sensible remtrks of
the !llustrated London Yebos on the " Mys-
tory of the tables"ý-

4The matter-of-fact people af the nineteenth
itentury have plingcd ail at once it the bottoin-
les depthls of' spiritialismn. Tite love of tue
inarveilaus is net to be cradicated by tie schlîo-
master. There are multitudes of hard-headed,
business-like people, sifeiy to bue trusted in any
matter of commerce or of maoney-îeaple who
tan reason, andi argue, ant& detect the flawi andi
lte contradictions iii statenients and theories
which îiîey do nlot approve-who continuaiiy
wear soine pet absuxrdity cf thicir awvn. Tlmey hum
it like a gaiment, and refuqe ta situflle it off tili
they can robe t.iîemqeivcs in another absuîrdity
nlot a whit hetter titan the aid onc, except ini the
gloss of its novclLy, anti in the fashiet of its cut.
S3mething of thme kiuît is always occurrimîg ta
excite the laughîter of those vite sînile, and th'e
tears of thosc vite wreep, acthe fouliesc of huimait-
ity. Neither Democricus nar lieractittis need
lack disciples ini our day. It is net oîîiy the
ignorant aud the vuigar, but the eutucated and
refineti whoyield îheniselvestip. the unsuspecimîg,
if tnt the cager, victime af seif-deception. In fact,
is may be asset-teti that the laver ciaau-nten
andi vaîen who batie witie the sternest rMaitiea
of lire-are less apt tham the weafthier andi more
lainrious to seek excitenient in the. wonde-lul,
andi te feed cheis. creduiiy witi theb ineomprehen-
sible. hI bas been so in ail ages. The daya of
'vitcheraft had sarccly passeti away whea Iii idue
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aned the tashionable listeneti with keen curiosity
ta the woniderfui aloies reiated ini the' Satiducis-
mus§ Triumiphattus," and 8wailowved witlî apea
niauths the reports of the tupirit-rappings at the
hanse of M. Moinipesson. About the saunle tigne
(twa hundred years ago) appearcd Valemntino
Greatraks, with lus syinpathetic salve, wvlick
cureti the rnast desperate hurts-not by aîpplica-
lion ta the wound, but ta the sword or pîstol wvhich
causeti it. Valentine Greatrak8 Lad tuousatids of
believers; and ta have doubted of tue niarvelloust
cures whici lie eitected would have been tu rua
the risk af bcing scouted fron gooul society. The
fainous nictallic t-adtors of Dr. 11uvgarîh, intro-
duced sixty or seveiuty years ago, were a rune
days' woiider, and were thoughî ta have revalu-
tiomizeti the science of nedicine, until it was
fonîîd that wooden tractors, paînted ta iiitate
nietailie once, ivere as good as tue genuine arti-
cles, andi that neither hati any effeci, cacei upon
tme lypociioidriacai ammd the iveak-ziîmded. Air.
St. John Long, at a comparatively recent periati,
rubbed the backs of the weahîhy, and was graw-
ing rich by the process, tîntil ai unforeseen, atidf
te hini, unweicome casuaitv bi-aught ii withimi
the graap of the law, and causeti bis fashionable
theory auîd lus extensaive practice ta exploule arnit
pupular disgust. The Coeklane Ghost, tmeaspirit-
tappinga of Stockwell, and tue dancing porridge-
pots of Baidarracit, ail had, tiîir day and their
believers. WVe cite these cases ai randam, and
nigflît select hundreds of ailiers ihat are fainiliar

ta thoge who have madie the credulity of the mul-
titude timeir study. Tiiere is natiiiug taa absurd
for the belief bath of the ignorant amd the edu-
cateti. Tiiere is no system af nmiscalled philo-.
saphy, especiaiiy if it utedtide wiîlî the businiess of
the physician, that is tee outrageons for encour-
agemnt, or tua ridicuious for admiration.

In an age vhich has beemi Dre-eminentiy
practicai andi mutterial, deati superstiions start
oui af iheir graves, amîd squeak and jabber in ous.
streeela.. The haunteul bouse i-cars its heati nexit
door ta the Mechatiics Iiistiîntte; anti ini the saine
tawn in wlicii a Faraday is Iecturing upon iLe
mey-disovered truths et science, a clever adi-

Iventuress cals up ghasts fur a fee, andl pretentist
ta reveal the imeff4bie secrets of anotmer life. Tite.
olad fables af witcherafi andi deumoniacai possession,
are surpasseti by the modern marvels, which vo,.
are calieti upon te believe, runder the penalty ot-
being denomanceti as inar.crialists andi sîheisi..
The extraortiinary resailts obWaned by science in.
aur day have ceaseti ta excite the sanie iively.
interest as of yore. Those who feeti tpon the
highiy-scasoned (are af the preternatu-al, are4likt
tie daugiters of the horuue-ieecb, andi their cry in
'Give, give!' Even clairvayanceopening, as ié
daca, se vast a fieldi ai inquiry t<, timose vite on-
sider baoy fearfully andi vonderfuliy man is wA.de,
(ails te unfalti mysterieà enough te s t.ihe
dvumîg neophyvtes af te inetmee.nth cenluuy.
Magnetism andi electricity are gie-t, they stiéil,
but te ituman viii, lhey aasert, in gi-estes. Mi~t.-
tticity in Dover can rend lte rockîi at Calais; -but;,
the ail poeit viii of min--eithes iravcliag uapon ,
eiectricity or uaing it as a veapea-eavt lave -
this palu7rl d behinti, andi soar auC-À site plan-..
ets andi fixcul stam rs m, if i9 chooo te> atay Up...
the. earhh, cau bicorne ms vmiuable. ovi au.
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