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SIJIKESPEARE'S LOVE FOR CIIILDREN,.

N the study of the lives of great
mien, it is a fact îvorthy of nlote
that those %vlio hiave macle tiheir
narnes immiiortal by their phy-

sical and intellectual achieveients
hiave been i te biappy possessors of
large andi noble hiearts. Search the
records of the past, as assichaotslv as
vo u miay, and in no single case, vill
voit find the astute. villian or the brutal
tyrant handing dowvn bis naine to
pasterity because of his literary quali-
fications. If lie live and occupy a
place in history, it is on accont of his
unnaturalniess, because of the many
atrociouis and heart-rending deeds per-
petrateci by inii during luis sojouriî
hiere beloîv. None succeed iii be-
coniing gýreat or in iVinning for thienu-
selves undying faine, unless they cati
shiare the sorrows and pleasures of
those wvith wvhoni they hiave inter-
course. He wvhose lîeart is so moulded
as to be able to derive pleasure frorn
aill that is pure just and honorable,
grives every promise of success. The
mnaî of genius wvill feel a sympathetic:
tlirob for the pure and innocent ;
chiildren shial bc bis favorites and as
Shiakespeare, soinewlierc says 1' the
varyingr childness of youth shall cure
ii binu thouglits that ivould thick bis
blood."

History illustrates this by innurner-
able examples. Whatever path of
'ifé our hieroes have followed, be they
generals, statesînen, orators or
atuthors, ail xitlout exception, hiave
chierishied a love and affection for those
little ones, the joy and delight of
every happy fireside. Let us revert
our niinds to the early'days of France.
Thiere our attention is called to the
g-rand warrior Charlemagne, a
sovereig.î wvbose mighty swvord and
thiorougli genteralship biad quelled tbe
inisurrectiolus of counitless hordes of

enemnies and carried victory far and
wvice throughout the land. Perusing
thie Ihistory of this country, we read
thiat so ardent wvas the love of this
man for bis childreni that wlienever
possible lie was %vont to have themn at
bis side. Tlieir childisbi prattle
soothed bis acbing browv and enkindled
i iiihii tbat genuinie love wvhich
wvarfare itself coulcl not eradicate.

Caniada's "uncrowvned king" John
A. Macdonald is another example of
this affectionate nature ; the love Sir
Johin A. bore bis children wvas un-
botinded. When the touls of the day
,vere over and hie biad once more re-
turned to bis borne bis first inquiry wvas
ever about bis gleeful cbildren. For
hours bie could amuse biimself by
narrating " to tbein stories of biis owvn
inigenious creation. Their attentive-
niess and innocent questions gladdened
bis fatlberly lieart and stimulated hiim
to greater acts of vzlor for botb theirs
an-d biis counitry's sake. Nor wvas his
love confined to bis own familv ; lie
wvas the friend of ail littie onès and lie
took much pleasure in caressing theni
wvhenever lie cliancecl to meet them.
On bis last birtliday, as Shanius
O'Toole lias related ini the October
inmber of Ti.O WL, Sir johin rece-ived
a coîîgratulatory letter from a small
girl unknown to bini infornuing biim
tliat lier birtlbday wvas on the sanie date
as bis; at Uic conclusionu of lier simple
remarks, she requested thiat lie would
give lier letter consideration. This he
did. The reply muade by thue venerable
old mnii greatly rejoiced the young- cor-
responudent, and is one tluat merits
coniîuendation and is worthy as being
taken as a lesson b), thiose whose
hiauglity self-lovec lead tluem to neglect
as degrading to theïr dignity the spend-
ing of a fewv spare nmomnîts iii the
coînpaîiy of innocent y autbl.
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