
-society of sorne four thousand two hundred meinbers, whiich
aims to do away with the Chinese characters in Japanese
literature."

PHONETICS IN COLIEGEs.-TlIire is one class of men who,
beside the absolutely ignorant, offer opposition to phionetic re-
form, and it is cornposed of many of the ordinary mien of letters
and the professors of ornamental schiolarship. The philologists
in professorial chairs and out of thern are of but one voice in
this matter, and the prattical lingruists are fallingt in line now
as phionetie alphabets are coming into use in studying foreigyn
languages, sonie goig so far as to propose tHe use of sonie
systein of shorthand to represent ail sounds of ail languages.
No languagre can te niastered thoroughly except throughl a
phonetie notation. In the matter of phioneties England leads,
but the resuits reachied have been the outeome of private study,
and wvhile eagerly appropriated by schiolars and professors
abroad, they have been treated with indifference by the Englisli
universities. England and America cannot boasb o£ the provi-
sion made in the universities for the st.udy of Frenchi and
German, which is wretched in the extreme; and, at the same
tinie, modern English, wvhichi should be the basis of philological
study for Englishimen, is studied more thorougrhly and on better
methods in foreign universities than in our own. If French
and Germnan, in connection wvitlh the Englishi, were brought,
under the treatînent, of a " livingr philologCy,"e rangbh

phoneties and psychology, by teachers appointed in our univer-
sities, new vigor would be infused inito the study. Thien schol-
airs and literary nmen would be led to see the value of phioneties.
Mr. A. J. Ellis dlaims that, lie can read Chaucer in a way which
Chaucer hiiself wvould understand, and which preserves the
music of many of his lines. '« It Nvould become possible to
produce a Greek play with a style of pronunciation in harniony
both wvith history and with the quantitative metre of ancient
prosody, instead of the n-odernized doggerel now in vogue on
suchi occasions." One thingr our colleges should recognize, and
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