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the United Stztes had long turned covetous
eyes, and to obtain possession of that Provinee
lad been the first object of its palicy,  During
lus residence in Mexwo, America contrived to
lnve a proposal mado to the Mexican Govern-
ment, oftering $10,000,000 for certain privi-
leaes in Texus, and thut proposition having
been refused, Ameriea then proceeded to en-
cournge the settlement of Texas of the refuse
of her owa Southern States, who took posses.
ston of the land without title, or pretonsion i
any titly, and thus drew 1ito it a population
exclusively slave and American, A declara.
tion of wdependence next followed.~=That
declaration issued from men recognising no
Inw, and signed by only one Mexican, the
President of the Province—a man of taleat, it
was true, but who had deult most Jargely in
‘Lexns land=, and souzht his own advantage.
He was supposed to have formed a connexion
with some infleeatial men of the Awmerncan
Cubiuet, and umongst them with Mr. Iforsyth.
What then had followed ? America having
crented n popnlation in Texas 1 the woy he
had stated, and having given to it every posst-
ble asststunee, a committes of' toreign relatons
in the Senate, came in with a report signed by
Mr. Clay, fur whoin he entertmned a high re-
spect, discussing the unecossity of recognising
the declaration of the independence of "Pexas,
The teudency of the whule report was toshow
the propricty, ut a future time, to annex Texas
to the United States.  T'he question, therefore,
for the [fouse to consider was—firsi, the geue-
rul policy of allowing a state, without remo-
strance, to extend itself; und thus put nn end
to the trade between this country and Mexice
—the connexion between wiich would be comn-
pletely cut off by a few Awmerican privateers
cusconced m the Texian ports.  The principle
had been disclaimed in 1824, when 1t was pro-
posed to annex part of Cuba to the Umited
States, and that instance ought to guwde ths
country in not allowing this cuntemplated ex-
tension of the American territory.

L'he next consideration was, whether the
country would now allow a renewal nnd an in-
crease of the stove trade.  Such would be the
result of this policy on the part of Americy,
amd from n pamphlet he had received this day,
‘t appeared that the non-slavery states of A-
werica had themselves been roused to « sense
of their own danger if that palicy were suc-
cessful. Ivwas well known that there had long
been u struggle between the Slave States and
the non-slave States in Congress, und parties
were equally balanced 3 bat if ‘Lexuns should
cventaally be annexed to the Federal Uniot,
13 votes in Congress at Washington would be
added to those in favour of that ost degrad-
ing feature in the civilized world—slnvery.—
Ou al] thess grounds he most cordially sup-
ported the motion of the hon. member from
Southampton. {Hear, hear.)

Lord Palmerston observed, that if at the be-
giuning of the observations he should have to
mnke to the House, he said he did not feel him-
sclf at liberty to agree to the proposals of the
hononrable mewmber for Southampion, he trus-
ted that nesther the hon, member nor the house
would anagine that it wasa proof that he did
not feel the importance of ity object, or that
his Majesty's Government were not as much
animated as was the hon. member with the de-
sire to put an cnd to the evils to which the ad-
dress he bad moved so mainly refated.  (Hear,
hear.) Iie (Lord Pulmerston) trusted that he
should be able to prove to the house that the
address moved for was at present in some re-
spects uunecessary, and in other respeets pre-
mature.  The observations of the two hounor-
uble gentlemen who had preceded him Jivided
themsolves juto two diflerent branches—the
one relating to the political part of the question
~und the other relating to the trade in slaves.

With regard to tho political question, nn-
doubtedly the possibility that the province of
Texas might be added to the United States,
was a subject which ought seriously to engage
the attenttion of the house and the country, but
he did not think that the events which hud ve-
curred uflorded suy ground for supposing thut
there was any such probability of its accuring
s to call upon this house to address the Crown
with refercnce to that matter.  The stute of
T'exas ut present was this—a revolt having ta-
ken place there, the Mexican army bad been
dispatehed for the purposo of putting it dowu.
The first operation had been greatly success-
ful, but & part of the army bhaving very con-
stderably ndvanred before the rest, it was sur-
ptised by the Texian force, routed with great
slaugbter, und the President tnken prisoner. It
might be possible that the resistunce of the
people of Texus.might prevail agranst the au-
thoritics of Mexico, bat, on tne other hand,
the numericnl strength lay with the army of the
Mexican Guvernment, who fiom e last ac-
counts which had been received, were prepar-
iy to muke fresh efforts to reinforee tacis ur-
wy, and from what had already happencd the
tinal result of the stroggle could not be infer-
red.

Wuh respect to the conduct of the United
States of Awmerica in the matter, although he
was aware that sndniduals v those States bad
miven great assistance to the revolung popula-
tion of T'exas, yet the conduct of the yespon-
sible govermment of America was the reverse.
If regard were had to the President’s message
to the Cungresa, it would be fonud to countain
an unequivseal declaration of that Government
to take no part in the Mexican civil war, aud
that in accordauce with that declaration orders
had been issued to enforce the laws u preven-
tion of 1udvidaals mixing themselves up o the
matter.  He (Lord Palmerston) had thatopin-
100 of the honour and goud fanth of the Gov-
eritent of Amecie, as nat to suppoese that
they would not actup to that declaration : and
he thought fresh circumnstances ought to artse
before an address should be sent to the Crown
on that pohtical brunch of the question.—
(Hear, hear)

Now with regard to that part of the question
which related to the trade in slaves, the hon.
geatleman opposite had remarked, that no
correspondence had been kud before the house
with regard to the_ progress or diminution of
the slave trade suppused to caist 1 Texas,
while other purts were given.  ‘The fuct was
so; and the explanation he had to offer was,
that His Majesty’s Government had no agent
in the Provinee of Texas, and they had ounly
lately reeeived information from the British
minister at Mexieo, bearing on the ilheit traflic
w slaves supposed to be carred on in "Texas,
le would be o great evil much to be deplored,
i the course of the cvil war were to lead to
an extension or re-establishment of slavery.
That was o matter deserving the atiention of
the house ; and 1f the house supposed thar his
Majesty’s Government were enther indifferent
or unwilling to bestow the most vigilant care
to prevent such an evil, be should be withing 1o
agree i thimking with the hon. member for
Southumpton, it fitting o admoenish the Gov-
eenment in the manner he proposed; buthe
(Lord Palmerston) assured the ouse the Go-
vernment required noe such stinujus to perform
their duty, end he thought that what they were
now doing might be accepted us o proof that
they were anxious and active in endeavouring
to put down the slave trade in every part of
the world, and 1o prevent its springing vp in
quarters where it did not alrendy exist; buthe
did not think there was any considerable dun-
ger of such an evil being the result of the Mex-
ican civil war, for it was evident that either

Texas wmust be conquered and yield to Mexi-

can authority, er that it by succceding in 1ts
struggle, would become an independent siaic;
or thirdly, add itself to the Umicd States of
America. Now, if the Mexican unthority were
re-established, no more encourapement to the
slave trade would be given in T'exas than
any other Mexican State,

Again, if the Mexican authonty was thrown
off and the independence of Texas declared,
it woald then be open to this country to nter-
fere and put down any trade in slaves that
wight be carricd on,  Lastly, if Texas should
m the progress of events, become n member of
the Umited States of America, though slaves
might be sent there from other Stutes, there
would be no real danger of the importation of
slaves from the const of Alnea, or the islands
of tue West Indies. He was inclined to be-
lieve that an importation into N'exas of slaves
from Coba had taken place, but he had not
heard ol any such importauon from the coast
of Africn. Wit regard to the smportation of
slaves from Cubay, he must suy that 1t had oc-
curred before the tresty concluded between
Spmn and tlus country, for suppressing the
stmve trade, had come into operation. ‘T'he
stacement of the hon, mewber of Svuthampton
therefore, apphed to a time untecedent to that
ratdication of the treaty.

‘The nubte lurd then eutered iuto various par-
ticulars of the mevsures tnhen by the gosern-
ment for the suppression of the slave trade,
and added, if the government should re-
ceive any authentie accounts of the introduc-
tion of slaves into Texas, it would be theyr wish
as well as duty, to take such immediate steps
as would putit down.~-Now us to the pohti-
cal question, he thought there was no ground
whatever, why this government should inter-
fere pohitically.  As to thut purt of the address
which called on the crown to interfere to pre-
vent the traflic of slaves i ‘Pexas, he thought
it would imvolve a censure on the govermmnent
they did not deserve, considering the measures
they had already adopted, and on these grounds
hie must oppose the motion,

Mr E. Buxton did not think uny blame ate
tributable to the government, with respect wo
the extension of slavery in Texas, but he
thought the subject requirede their continual
vigilance. "This government was bound to re-
monstrate with the Mexiean Governmeut as
well as that of the United States, which as a
Govermment was as strongly opposed to the
extension of slavery as we were,

Mvr. B. 1loyt, after what the noble lord had
sawd, would not press his motion.

Mr Hume, Sir T. French, and Sir J. T,
Reed made some important rematks,

Dr Lushington smd there were several cir-
cumstances, under which this country had a
right to interfere, to prevent the traftie 1 sluves
tn Texas. Soloug as Texas remnined ina
state of dependence on Mexico, or did not ee-
tablish its independence, this country had a2
right to iusist on its vbservation of the treaty
which we had made with Mexico, of which
under such circumstances, it must be eansider-
ed as forming a part. I o did establish its in-
dependence, we could recognise it as a state
on such conditions as we pleased, and coenld
make the abolition of the slave trade one of
them.  But if the state was reccived into the
Union of the North-American States, then we
could demand that it should be bouud by the
treaties which we had comtracted with the go-
vernment of those states. .

Dr Bowring thought we were bound to tre-
monstrate with the government of North Amer-
jcn, against tho wtrodection of any slave-deal~

ing trade in the Union.

The motion was then withdrawn.



