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OLD SPELING REVIZEIs

—An excelent »isund of pro and contra
in the reform of French speling wpeard in the
New York Nation of 20th April.” 1t givs the ati-
tude of the government or progressiv party, and
how far the Academy yields, how far oposes,

—The considerabl changes promulgated
by a decree of the French Minister of Public In-
struction, on 26 Feb. 1901, atected syntax chiefly,
rather than speling. It is otherwise this time.

—The French Academy’s chief ground
of oposition is the etymoloegic one. Thus,rapsode
¢for rhapsods) is alowd, tho deljlveq from Greek
aspirated r (rh), becaus in AMidl French (as in
Cotgrave’s dictionary, 1660} it was so speld.  Al-
together it permits reform in about 150 words: as
confidenciel for contidentiel, potenciel for poten-
tiel, and sevn words in -ou (chou, caillon, bijouq,
etc., which took x in the plural) may now be
ritn with s like clou and sou.

—Our Type-Fund receivd a donation of
80 cents from Mr E. B. Thoruton, Addison, N. Y.
This totals $20:35 les a liability for three new
punches to be cut at 33 cach, contracted for last
fall but not deliverd yet (May 25th). Mr N.J.
Werner kindly made drawings for the punches.
Delay is due to some unexpla}ud hocus-pocus at
the type foundry in Comuinunipaw, N. J.© All Dy
Larison’s punches wer lost in the great Dalti-
more fire in 1902, OQur three ar part of a new lot
for himni, cast to mateh the font of Century Ex-
panded 8-point ilustrated on our p. 113, 520°35--
=0 leavs 1135, A 50-1b font with 1talic and some
necesary sorts and cases wud cost about $34.

—-Its twenty-third articl on Fonotypy
apeard in The British & Colonial Printer & Swa-
tioner of Yth Feb. (2 pence weekly, 58 Shoe Lane,
London E.C., Eng.) It deals with THi HERALD s
work fairly,giving as specimen t;f.»\lnpl)_('lt,\d Spel-
ing (“propagation of which is its chief raison @’
etre”) part of our first page dated October last.
For a specimen of New Speling it goes rather far
bak to McKay’s lines {vol.i, p. 4S) in an alfabet
promulgated in 1884 bef})re quthumber!mxd Co.
Teachers’ Aso'n,and which, slightly revized, we
uze vet. Passy’s jurnal and work on the plane of
ful fonetics receivs notice and liberal ilustration.
Tt Tho's Hill’s work is treated a.nfl exemplifiar
by a_page frown his First Lesons in Geometry.
Briefer mention is made of Fernald, Pierce, Col-
lings,Campbell, Rogers, Bishop Taylor, Bancroft,
Lord Tennyson, Simpson, Parker, Coombs, Mo-
lee, Lecky and Prof. March.

—A complete file of ’l;mf) IIJ')iP,.\L]), 352
ages, may be consulted in the book department
gf %he British Museuny, London W, C,

—“How to get the Almighty Dolar be-
hind Speling Reform” is a 4-page leatlet of which
Mr G. W.Wishard, North Tarrytown,N. Y., issues
an edition of 25,000. Help him to get them red by
the right peopl. He wil send a suply for dlstl‘ll)‘l.l-
tion to anyaplicant. He wud overcome pubiic
vis inertiae by having the pres subsidized to in-
troduce gradualy a New Speling: for “a bilion
dolars wud put the United Statesand the British
Empire in a fonetic paradise.”

—Wright's Knglish Dialect Dictionary
is finisht to the last word (zwober)folod by some
words laid over during the dictionary's progres
for treacment later. with a few corrigenda and a
ful and excelent bibliograty.

—Wright's Yalect (rammar (heralded
on our p. 70) is prownist this year. It apeatrs to be
ment as & Complement or Suplement to the dic-
tionary proper, to be bound with it (?)

—Wright's work deals more fully with
speech in the larger iland, but Ivish speech gets
a fair share of atention —all tne more Important
becans of the enormos influence it has had oa

American speech, itself rather tmeagerly treated
a3 Wright had but slim material to work with, a.
matter that shud Dbe “taken upin good ernest,
with all acuracy,” as Max Mueller said.

—How the gutturals in Arabic ar made
has not been cleard up, Sweet's teaching that
they wer made by contraction of the loer end of
the eartilaginos larynx being untenabl. Later,
Sweet (Le Maitre Phon., March 1901 says; “An
American student, Mr P. W. Carhart, surprised
me by the eas with which he pronounced the
throat his(s}, atributed to his being acustomd
when a boy to imitate the asthmatic wheez of a,
broken-winded-horse. He agreed with me in lo-
cating the contraction very far down.”

Spasinodic asthma in man with its coo-
ingand wheezing rales is much like heavs in the
horse.  With like pathology {spasmn of bronehianl
musls; they ar helpt by like treatment. It has
long been n question among fyvsiologists whether
the brouchial musls acted voluntarily or belongd
to the involuutary system. Certnly voluntary
musls may hayv involuntary spasn, constituting
diseas. If the bronehial musls ar proved volun-
tary, we 1o no reason why Carhart end not pro-
duce the requisit imitativ contraction by wil.

—The International Fonetic Aso’n has
40 members in the United States, 22 in Canada.
17 in Chile, 29 in Finland, 99 in Deniark.,
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SONGR OF THE (FLENS OF ANTRIM by Moira
O'Neill, author of ‘The Elf Errant, ete.
12mo, boards. Blackwood, )

BaLraps or Dowxs, by G. F. Savage-Arm-
Strony, M.A, I LIT. 384 pages 12ino, cioth. Long-
mans, Green & Co. 7s 6d.

Par M!Carey, Faryer, o ANrTrIM, s
Rhymes, with a Setting, by John Steveuson,
351 pages erown 8vo, cloth.  Arnold, 6s not.
Auntrim and Down ar Trish counties near

Scotland.  While Williams (o, Litng.

Quarterly, Dec. 1003) first atempts to set

forth Belfast speech acuratly (Belfast is

in both Antrim and Down)these volumes
giva literature to corespond. The Bullids
ar by “the poet of Wicklow,” professer of

English literature inQueens College,Cork,

a desendant of the Norman Savages who

setld Down in the twelfth century. A good

glosary is furnisht, with which a filologvic
study of this speech may be made, suple-
mented by Patterson’s (Zlos’y of Antrim &

Down (Eng. Dialect Soc., 1880). We wish

Prof. S-A. wud rite for this dialect as good

an introduction (for which he is compet-

ent) as did Lowell for his. 1le says it

“is a veritabl dialect, not Irish brogue, mere
1nisprmnmclatiqn and ignorant misuse of stand-
ard English. Historicaly the Down dialect, with
its variants, is an Ulster development of I.oland-

Scntish—prin_cipnly Ayrshir—bro't by Scotish set-

lers in the reign of James 1,tho a Loland-Scotish

element is noticeabl in old Ulster documents ritn
in English prior to that. The dialect is more or
les markt acording to locality and to the degree
of the speaker’s education. . Some pesants hav it
80 strongly as to be hardly intelligibl to a stran-
ger; some sho 1itl trace of 1t."—Page 375.

With this compare Williams’ statement :
Modern Northern Irish represents a type ot

traditional pronunciation originaly Enplish, and
which probably exercised its infiuence all over

6L p.

Greland, not in the North alone, Oing to the large



