OUR RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES.

to magnify the spots on the repuviican stars,
and conceal the lustre, encrgy, and happiness
which they diffusc through thoir rapudly ex-
tended sphere. ‘The rudeness which travellers
are sometunes suid to expenience 1n the States
may well be pardoned by an Eaglishman, Tt
is the very fault which fureigners allege agunst
us, and it is not in ather case so much inten-
tional rudeness, as the excess of a nuble inde-
pendence. It is not the malicious kick of 2
vicious animal, but the bounds and curyvcttings
of a fiery courser, proud of his strength, spirit,
and speed ; and though his movements mav
not be so easy and gentle as those of the pacing
nag, or ambling pony, yet to the goal of victo-
ry, or against the thunders of battle, he tri-
umphantly bears his rider to honour and glory.
No man who has any lvve for truth, any regurd
for unconqucrable freedom, any aduiration of &
bold or daring spirit, or any pleasure in the
improvement and happiness of his species,—
can behold the prosperous commerce, the flour-
ishing villages, town, and cities, the agricul-
ture and manufactures, the churches, schools,
printing presses, and libraries, the ronds and
canals that spread hike enchantment where all
was lately & trackless forest, while the people’s
mighty energy bears them upward and onward
to yet nobler achievements, and to a station of
yet higher mental and moral grandeur : no man
who has a just esteem for his rational, free, and
immortal nature, can behold these things with-
out exulting in such trophies of American en-
terprise, liberty, science, and art. He will
rejoice to see that the acorn which wus prema-
turely wrenched from its parent stem has taken
such deep and powerful root, has risen and
spread abroad its verdant canopy far and wide,
and boldly emulates the princely majesty of’its
parent oak. Theroyal cagle, mstead of being
pinioned to the nest for ever, escapes to illus-
trious freedom, grrasps the lightnings of Jupiter,
goars to the zenith, drinking celestial fire, and
proudly flies through the starry expanse, ex-
ulting in the light and magnificence of heaven.

But it must not be supposed that all which
is excellent in the States is to be placed to
American credit. Statements have been made
which seemed to suppose that the rank which
the United States have so quickly gained
among the nations was solely owing to them-
selves, as if their ekill in commerce and naval
tactics, their intelligence and enterprise, their
courage and perseverance, and all that consti-
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tutes their prospenity, were cqually new with
their name and mdependence as a nation.—
Whether designedly or not, these statements
proceed on the suppusition that when the
Amcnicans achicved their independence, they
werein o condition but httle supenur to the
Indiun tnbes, and had  gamcd  ther present
~tanding by thar own unauded eflurts ; where-
as they had then exited lung as apart ot the
British Emipure, had enjoyed all the privileges
of Brituns, and cu.creld the field on the high
vantage ground of England’s thousand years
experience In government, art, and science.—
Their case rescabled that ofa young merchant
who enters on the well-filled warchouses, es-
tablished credit, extensive connexions, and
flourihing  commerce of an old and well-
governed mercantile firm,  Therr independence
is from them.clves, but their freedom 18 from
England. “Thg poli.ical education of the
people was compleie when they landed on the
Atlantic stiund.”  The spirit of thetr political
institutions was derived from their English
ancetry, and they have merely changed the
Jorm of its manifestation.  In all nther things
they have been enriched by Lngland's knowl-
edge and wealth, which they have had the
shill and spirit to apply in e thousand different
ways to thewr rapid advancement in all that
conslitu.cs nuttonal prosperity.  Of these ad-
van.ages they have so largely availed them-
selves, that it England with all her talent,
riches, and glory were swept from the easth,
or sunk in the abysses of her subject deep,
enough remains n America to shed 1mmortal
honour on the couniry that gave birth to the
citizens, the language, the freedom, and the
institutions of the United States. Countries
cunnected by a thousand exalted associations
and familiar ties should preserve uninterrupted
harmony. Any contest between themis as if
two suns should forsake their spheres, rush to
the ficrce conflicts of battle, and involve two
gystems of worlds in darkness and ruin.

An idea, however, has got abroad, which if
it were not first started by the Americans them-
selves, has at all events been encuuraged by
many among them, that we are on the eve of u
rupture with the United States. We cannot
agree with this notion, because there has been
nothing new to warrant it, and the former
differences are not of such a nature as to re-
quire an appeal to that destructive arbitrator,
war. DBut as the old adage says : ¢ In time of



