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been called IlThe Great Rlefusai." H1e wvas
very ý'urrowful (compare Mark 10 : 22 ; Luko
pS; 2'l), wbich is so much te bis credit,
altlougi hie foul se sadly short.
iv. A Waxning, 23-26.

Vs. 23, 24. le i.s1uzrd for a rich man (11ev.
,Ver.) ; as they had just seen. «Riches are se
,Ipt to cutnpletely fill the heart. Again I8ay
ulti ycnu. Tliey could not; understaid, such
at saying, and se it ad te be repeated. It
%vas the cominen belle! that the rich man
was an especial favorite of heaven. .Earer
for a camel, etc. The proverb explains itself.
it denotes what is impossible.

«V. 25. 7owj were exceedingly amazed. IlThe
severity of the Mnster's doctrine on woalth
took their breath away."1 (Bruce.) They
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.And, beliold, one came and said unto 1dm,
Ma.ster, whai gooci thing 3ha2l 1 do, it
1 flCy have eternal life ? v. 16. It is instruc-
tive te notice that this story fellows ixnmed-
iately on the account of the children being
brouglit te Christ. If the fermer incident
teaches "~the importance of seeking te, win
the children for Christ, while yet they are
ebjîdren," this incident suggests tuit Ilthe
susceptibility of the child nature may harden
into inipenetrability which is sometimes
found even in youth."
"Heaiven lies about us in our infancy 1

Shades o! the prison-house begin te close
lJpor. the grewing Boy,

But he behelds the ligit aid whence it fiows;
He sees it iii bis jey ;

The Youth whe daily farther from the east
Rust travel, still is Nature's Priest,

And by the vision splendid
Is on bis way attended ;

It length the man perceives it die away,
ýnd fade into the light of common day."'

-Wordsworth.
If thoi, iiU enter into life, keqp the cornrand-

lents. v. 17. It is natural to contrast the
nswer of Jesus te this inquirer, with that of
.1il to the jailer of Philippi (Actis 16 :31).
les pr'inted the young ruler te the Law,
>aul directed the jailer te the Savieuir. The
eaou for this différence ef treatinent !È flot,
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wero sorely pdzzled-the rich sliut eut and
the littie children let in. (Sce vs. 13-15.)
Wi&o then, can be savcd ? U net the, riehi, the
"favered of heaven," who thon?
V. 26. But Jéeus behteld them; Ilwitli mild,

meek oye, soothing their scared mind, and
relleving their distress." (Chrysustora.)

WUhrnenm. -impossible. Wealtli is,lihumanly
speaking, a hindrance te the kingdui sot
te be evercome. But wUlh God all things are
possible. H1e eau renew the heart. Ho can
take away the love of riches. By lus spirit
Ho perforras miracles of redemption. Se
the narrative ends with the proper answer
te the young mai2s question. Eternal life
cernes by the grace of the only ood ose,
that is, G- IV. 1~/ i
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far te seÏ-. The j il r feit ài need of salva
tien ; the ruler ha o~ sufficient sensle o! hie si -y'
need. Theeone mnan reaIized thathe couldde 4
nothing te menitthe divine favor; the other
thought thab ho had, done a great many /V
good things already, and that i'f ho onIy did ,

a few -more ho wouild have earned etersaI
life. Jesus saw that the youth befrehiJ
required to ho shown bis need o! bis holp-
lessness. This is the reason why the Master
said te, the young ruler: "Go and keep the
comrnandinents, if you weuld have eternal
life.")

Theyoung man saith unto him,' All these thing8
have Ikept, v. 20. This youth hz.d, already
Nyon many victories ever temiptations. Ho
liad net listened te, the vile and vicious pro-
verb that encourages young mea te Ilsow
their wild oats." But bis past victories did
net render him proof against temptation.
Thore is ne number o! victeries ovor tempta-
tion that will render watchfulness unneces-
sary for any man. There are ne moral
immunes. A man may ho a seber man lial!
a lifetime and die a drunkard. A mn may
have behind hima the record of maany yeare
o! honest dealing and end bis days in a
feloni's*ceil. Many a British soldier sleeps
beneath the African v'eldt because o! insufi-
cient. cane in guanding ngainst surprises.

j Seuls are 1, 1,». for lack of unceasing watchful..


