
LESSON VI-May l2th, 1895.
Jesus before the H-igh Priest. MARK 14: 53-64.

<Cownit te meinory verses 60-62).

GOLDE.N TEX\T: "«Fie is despised and rejected ai men.» Isa. 53:- 3.
P>ROVu THiAT-The false îvitness will be punishcd. Prov. 19: 9.
LESSONI HVMNS-Gi/ldrei's Hymszial. Nos. 38, 39, 46, 48.
SIIORZ-'rR CA'rECHIS.N. Quest. 20. B/J God leave a/li manikhd /o/'erisk in: Iie eslaie of sin:

anisd ises-y? A. God having out ai bis mere good pleagîîre, froni ail eterni.y, elected
some ta everlasting liSe, did cnter int a covenant of grace, ta deliver thema out ai the
eslatc of sin and niisery, and la bring theni into an estate of salvation by a IZedeemer.

DAILY PORTIONS. Moday. jesus before the high priest. Mark 14: 53-64. Files.
day. Peter's denial. Mark 14: 65-72, W4ednesday. Ground of faise accusation. John 2:
18.25. Tlitriday. Mockced and smitten. Luke 22: 63.71- Fr/day. The high priest's
question. John 18: 19-24. Salus-day. Triumpliant patience. i Peter '2' 17-25. .•?ttai.
Contradiction of sinners. Heb. 12: 1-6. (T/he I. B. R. A. Séections).

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.
The band of chief priesîs andi eiders (Lukze 22:52) with the Jewvishi temple guard (Lukze 22:

52; John 18: 12) accanipanied by a Roman cohort ftd its captain (John 18: 12; Acts 21:31)
froni the castie, îvith other servants arined îvith slaves, or cudgels <verses 43, 47), led by the
traitor Judas, now broke in upon the sacred sceîîe in the g-arden. Although judas gave the
appointed sign, which bas become for ait ages the type ai blackcst infamy-" a1 Judas' kiss "
-yet there was soniething in thecini majestyoaIjesuls which restrained theni. Declaring his
ability ta deiver himseli if he wisbec, rcbuking the rash valor af the imnpetuonus Peter, and
asking grace for bis disciples, the meek and Iowly Une subniued tu be ignomniniously bound
(John i8: 12) and carried away la his imock trial and cruel death. Parallel passages, Matt.
26: 47-75; Luke 22: 47-65; John I8: 2-27.

LEssON PI.AN,. I. The FalseW~itnesses. vs.53-59. IL The Truc Witness. vs. 6o.62.
III. The Unjust Sentence. s-s. 63, 64.

1. THE. FALSE WITNESSES. 53. The 1 precipitaîed by the action of judas. They did
high priest--The order of evenîs is abscure, jnot intend to -arrest hini until after the pass-
but John (18: 13, 19.24) tells us that Jesus jover (ch. 14: 1, 2). Chief pri--Gts-the heads
ivas examined flrst before Annas immediately 1of the 24 courses (i Chr. 24). The terra is
upoa his arrest. Why he ivas taken before used ta denote tuie Sanhedrini (John 12: 10
bïm we do flot know. John seates that il was and I 1: 47). This was an irregular meeting
because he was fathcr-in-lav ta Caiaphas, the of that court. joseph and Nicodenuus were
higli priest, but why this relationship called proba.bly not present (Luke 23: 51; John 20:
for a preli miinary examinalion hefore bim Ive 38, 39).
cannot tell. Sonie Puppnse thal he was the 154. Peter-John ivas there too (John iS:
egi*imate hiýh priest and Caiaphas bield the 15, 16), and Ibrougli bis influence Peter was

dign ity by virtue af an appointment by the admitted. Palace-R. V., "lcourt," the
Romans. Others that he was president ai the open paved quadrangle of the house. 111
Sanhedrini, and still others that le %vas joint. the centre of Ibis a tire wvas kiadled in- a
high priest, but ail these are simply sugges- brazier ta temper the chulline.s af the spring
lions. We have not sufficient knowledge of inight. The Sanhedrini %vas sitting in anc af
the local polilics of the day ta enable us ta cx- t the charnu ers, prubabiy tbe large one open on
plain tbe malter. Mark groups togethier ail the side next the court, and tiirectiy opposite
the incidents of the Jewish trial wilbout dis- the enîrance. Jesus could hear %vhat was
tinguishing those that took place at the trial fgoing on around tbe fire as be stood hefore bis
before Annas froni those that occurred in the ijudges. Servants-R. Y., Ilafficers," as ini
high priest's presence. There were three ex- John 18: 1 8. The attendants af the court. At
amnations, (i) before Annas, (2) before Caia- i the fîre-R. V., -"warming hirnself in the
plias during the niglit, and (3) hefore Caiaphasý lighî ofi/se.fire" (Luke 22: 55, 56). Peter had
and the Sanhedrini in the morning %vben been questioned by the lborlress nt the gale,
forinal sentence was pronounced. Caiaphas i and bis first denial seeins tî) have been uîtered
had prejudged tbe case (John 18: 14; Il: 49, 10 bOer. The second and third denials ok
5o). Annas and Caiaphas seeni to bave re- place at tbe fire.
sided in the saine building, for ail three denials 55. Sought for witnesses-Matt. says
by Peter were in the anc courlyard (John i8: [faise witnesses " (26: .59). Tbey knew tlhat
1 Ç-21). The haste and confusion sen ta in- no trutblul Verson cauld say anything against
d'ucale that the plans of Christs eneniies wcre him (John 8: 46). Their conduet afîervarcls


