
L.E8SON Il-April 21st, 1895.
Watchfulness. MATIl. 24 - 42-51i.

(Cùminit to »ieniory ter8e8 44-46).
GOLDEN TEXT: «"1Take ye heed, watch and pray. ' Mark 13 : 33.
PROVE, THAT-Our foe is untiring. i Peter 5: 8.

SîîORER1 CATEIICISai. rflf. what e.rtai did ftlefa// hri»?makîd A. The ral1 brought
mankind into an estate of sin and misery.

I.ESSON HYMNS:- C/kidrcn's Hytina/-Nos. 71, 70, 169, 176.
DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. Watchfulness. Mfat. 24: 42, 5 L 7iresdlay. The ten

virgins. Matt. 2.5: 1.13. Wcdnesday. Ready. Luke 12: 31.40. Thiirsdizy. Not ready.
Luke 12:41.48. F Priday. Pray always. Luke 21: 29-36. Saturdaj'. Spiritual wvatchfulness.
r Thcss. 5:4-ii. Sabbath. Theday will coir.e. 2Peter3: 9.18. (7helB.ÀR. A. Setections).

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.
INTRODUCTORY. As ' esus departed frum the temple for the last time the disciples drewv

his attention to the magnificent, stones and architecture of the building, but the Savinur's mind
was full of sad thoughts, for he knew that he had spokten his final message to heedldss ears.
1-is answer was a predicuion of the destruction of the edifice. To the three questions in one
which followed -'- When shall these things be ? What shalh be the sign of thy coming ?
And of the end of the world ? -- J ebus replies in the grapbic apocalyptic discourse wvhich fol.
lows. The horrors of the siege and final overthrow of Jerusalem are painted in colors no more
lurid than those of thse historian who described the awful scenes flfty years afterward. Inter.
mingled svith this and rising out of it, as une dissotving view takes the place of another,
appears a vision of the final judgment of the world. The time of either event is leit indefinite,
and thse warning to watchfuliess is enforced by the parables of the Ten Virgins and The
Talents. The whole closes with that soleinn dramatic representation of the judgment scene,,
whose rythmic szntences fait upon our ears like thse tolling of a bell. Jesus was standing with
his little group of disciples on the spot where a fevv days before hie had wept over thse doomed
city. Probably it was late in the evening and thse refulgent ]ight of the paschal mnoon bathed
thse marbie walls and glittering roo fof the temple in a siivery lustre. It rose out of the deep
shadows of the valys wilh aibeauty which mnubt have deeply impresseil the imaginations of
the beholders. Parallel paszages, Mark 13, 33-37; Luke 21: 34-36. Ise whole connection
should be read Matt. 2q.: 1.25: 46; Mark 13: 1-37; Luke 21: 5.36.

LESSON PLAN. I. Faithfulness and its reward. vs. 42.47. Il. Unfaithfulness and
its punîshm'ent. VS. 48.51

I. FAITHFULNESS AND ITSREWVARD. 42. only that hie says that they are not k>bawn by
Watch therefore-"I What thse Saviour en- k.n"(Wordsworth). "1We explain this want
joins is flot curiosity straining to be the first to of knowvledge as connected with thse self-ini.
see thse returning Master, but the wakefuilness posed limitatioDs aittendant upon the assump.*
and diligence that overlooks no duty, indulges tion of human nature by the Son of God."
no indolence. Thse last -thîng that would I(Dwight).
please a master would be the idle euriosity I43. But know this-A prudent man
,vhich would mnake the servants neglect their ivho is svarned that a robber will visit him
wvork to stand outside the door gazing to catch watches against hini. Be flot less wise in
a glinipse of his return. What thse master de- regard to the coming of Christ. Do flot ex.
sires is wakeful work." (Glover). Watching pect that his approach will be heralded by
is joined to pra yerfulness (Matt. 26: 41; Markc strange sights and sounds. Hie will come
13: 33; 14: 38 ; Col. 4: 2), to steadfastness when everything is going on as usual. See
(iCor. 16: 13), with I'thoughtfulness"' (i Thes. also Luke 12: 39; 1 Thcss. 5: 2; 2 Pet. 3:
5- 6: 1 Pet. 5: 8). Ye know flot what 10; Rev. 3: 3; 16: :.5. The good mnan of
hour-Mi\arkz says: "0 f that day and hour the house-R. V. "lthse master of the
knoweth no man, no, flot the angels which are bouse.»'> "Good mans" is a term applied in
in heaven, neither the Son, but my Father old English to such as were of'humble rank,
only " (13:32). The date is absolutely unre- Ibut respectable character. Watch - The,
vealeci. "lChrist does flot knowv it as man:, Inîght was dîvided into four watches or periods.
and it is not his office to declare it as thse Son As we use the word "lhour " for an indefiriite,
of God. By saying that the angels do not know but limited, portion of time, so the word
it, he checked the disciples from, desi7ing to " watch " is used here. If the goodman knew
know it. TIse times and seasons are in thse about %vhat hour the thief svould comeé
Father's own power, and they aie not there. Broken up-R.V. niargin "ldigged through.>
fore for the Son to rez'ea?. It is in this.sense IMost of our Saviour's illustrations are drawn


