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SKETCH OF THE LUE AND DEATH
OF MARGARET IRVING, WHO DIED
IN HER SEVENTH YEAR.

© Qut of the monuth of babes and sucklings thou
hust perfected praase”

When we look upon an aged diseiplo of Jesns
—a father ar mother in lsrael, it is wanh deep
respect, bordering on reverence, for ¢ the hoary
head 18 a crown of glury when found in the way
of righteovaness,” and tho singlencss of their eye,
tho strengih of their faith, the brigh ness of their
hopesg, and the devotion of their lives, naturatly
suppuse a long cuurze of disciphine ol heavenly
trawning, hard strugeling with nature, and happy
commumon with God. But when wo turn to
look upon a pious little ¢hrld, there 1s mare than
respect or reverence——we are constraned to
love, and onr joy nires to a holy ecsiacy, while
we gratelolly ackrowledgo * Out of the mouth
of babes and sucklhings thou hast perfected
praiso.”

It isonc of the glories of the ehristian religinn,

that an jnfant mnd can grasp it—the heart of a l

child can enjoy n!

God often Indes the saving mysteries of tho
kingdom from tho wise and prudent, and revenls
them unio babes—becauso 1t scems good in ns
own cyes,

The littlo girl whose brief memoir of early
piesy I am about 1o lay before our youthful
readers, and whose upaffected smplienty and

godly sincerity, I would strongly commend 1o’

their imitation, was one of thoso we sometimes
meet, whoso temper and cour-e are such as
strongly impress us with tho conviction. that they
telong to that happy and lghly favoured class,
whom the Good Shepherd will eatly removo 10
another and better world, whero thoso gentla
natores and Joving heanis shall find a more
agrecable clime, and bo screened from the
scorching rays of a summer's sun. and the picre-

ing cold of tho winter's blast, and * be for over '

with the Lord.”
Mast children are thoughtless—folly is hound

in their heans, for the sports and pleasures of '

youth they have an insatiablo thirst, but prayers,
Bibles, Sabt-aths and sacred lessons are folt o be
a galling yoko, for which they have no relich,
and from which they derivo no pleasure  All
this is natural, znd here it is, we judge, that the
carpal nind first dispinys its inhcient dishke of

what is holy, and of all that Jeads 1o God — |

Now of we meet with an exception—clear, strong

and decided, where duty 18 preferred to pleasure |

and_holy exercises to youthful sports, how are
wa to account for

This strong aversion to what is good, God
only can remove—and from the love of pleas-
ure 80 natural to children, nothing but a clear
discovery of the loveliness of Jesus can draw us

away. When tho Good Shepherd by his mighty |

spirit, says to the heart, “follow m»" cven the
youthful mind will not stay, to confer with flesh
and blood. Thus we bolieve it was with liule
Margaret.

When wo find such a stato of mind ina mere
child, we naturally turn to think of the secondary
cavses and instrumentalities 1hrough which the
freo and sovereign grace of God had acted.
Herethere is nothing exiraordinary, byt a dih-
gent and pessever ng use, and applicanon of
such means as aro within he reach of all; and
ccmmend. themselves to any parents’ heart, in
whom is the root of the matier, and which no
man _who loves his child, and wishes to tramg
him for erermy, will fail to uso. It just amount-
cd to that early, careful, persevering enaree of
religious traing, as has been common for many
past generauons, among the familics of Seot-
land—whosc fiist text book was the Mothers'
Catechism, the short, casy, simple question, and
answers of which, when ofien repeated, will not
only occupy a place 10 the memory, bat be en-
graven upon the hoart. :

When httlo Marearet was ouly hetween three
and four years of age—bifine she could read a
ward =she could answer correetly, une hyndred

i and fifiv of thess simple questions* Thos her
1 ellcish thenghts were aeeupred, hee tant mmnd
i engaged, and, doubtless her heart impreased by
the mighty truths with which her thought were
fanuhar,

had an astomshing faculiy, she had gone theough
the entira New Tewamant three thnes b for
she was fivo years of ag-! and who can tefl the
preetona thoushts, the haavealy aspirations—the
deep and lasng ampressiona which the siable,
the manger, the cruss, and the pravers, the par-
ables and ourachos of Chrs, may bave nade
upon her voung and tender heart—for “ the en-
trance of thy word giveth hght, it makes wise
I the simple ™

1 Linfo Margaret’s knowledgo of the S'or-pmr(-s
| wad very extensive, <ho was qute fanvhar with
i1a histanical parts, Beypt, the Red Sra, Canaan,
&e. Forachidd of her years she was deeply
versed in a knowledge of Bibfe chamacters—
Mases and lns eradle of holrushes. Aaron and
I his rod, Abram and s sojoura, Taceb and s
L ission, Isaae and and s meditatione, Samsan
~and 3 strength, David and lus psalms, Solomon
| and lns wikdom, Ehjah and Dantel and their
s praverz, and Job and lis paticace, were all
. faminar to her thoughts !
| Gae strong evidence of her love to the Bible,
was the case and readmess with which she com.
" mitted 1o memory, it a sall stranger proof was
fonund in the fact, that, what she learned, she
soldom foraot' “'T'hy word bavo I hid 10 v
theart” O, at is pleasing to think of a child
knowing the Seriptares —when it 1a remembered,
that through the smrit's teacling, they can make
wise unto salvation,

A third instromentalite by which this Jamb of
the flock was nstrncted, and sunted, firat to the

, great Shepherd. and then to the great sheeplald
"above, was tha Shoster Cateclian'  That
omtwme of chnistian doetrine, which under God
has been the means of bringing thopsands «f
yowhful hearts to the know!elae of the truth,
sh» knew theroughly —{ur befure she was six
years of age, she would answer with a calinness
, and a precision and digaay (81 even faling to
observe the points,) which planly intimated her
knowledae of, a.d love for 178 doctrine.  ‘hero
can he little donbt that Seotland was for many
generatons much fudehied, for the know'edge,
morality, and ety of its families, to the Sharter
Catechism~—and we judzo that the most effeciuai
check which could bo put to the growing 12nn0-
ranco and vico of that cauntry, now would bo

the restoration of the Catechism to the commonn

aud Sabhath schools.

The Sabhath school wasg anathor means whick
* the hlessed Saviour owned in tho instruction and
, edification of th.s child of grace  Hore her les-
, sons were well smd —she required no acsistance,
felt no confusion, but wonid repeag her tak wirh
an esse well becoming those of riper vears
nearly two years, during which she attended the
achanl, 1 never knew ler mvo a half learneld
Jesson ! Parents and tracheis would confer an
un-peakabla benefit on the young, were they al-
ways to refuse a half-learned lesson.

In company with others, she had nearly com-
mitted to memory, the entire gaspel of John, and
mn the agonies of her dying bed, she gave pleas-
1ing proof she had not furget it

Another matter which doubiless strenzthencd
her refigions impre<si me, wasthe reanlarity with
which fannly religion was ohserved by her pions
grandfather, and the nid  sanciity with which
the Sabbath was ohgerved

. Nor wmust T fal to notice a long season of

_sovere alllienon watit which the family was '

; visited.  For months tage her the hane of e
| Margaret was Like an hospital,
pious grandmethicr paniag for breath—yet lung-

Atier she had learned to read, for which she

For '

here lay her !
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e for glory 5 for ahe knesw o whom she had
hedie ved, and thar grandme theg foved and prayed
L for otie: Mg, w9 she dad for an hee ofl-
spring  Such pravers could not be in v §
shafl not forget very seon the edilicanon and
Ccomfort T oreceived an vering  that e xeellent
Cchrienan woman.  ler ecnd was peace !

Three chd rea and twa adalts were all sick
atthe sanwe tene, Butifst was a house of inourne
g, 0t wag aso a house of prayer “I'hree d aths
anceceded 1o a fow weeks A baef spice 1.
joswed and Maraarcr was deft a « Mither'esy
b And pew Margaret ke n weormng
flower—displaying bor sweet-, and s,.re idmg her
silken buums Lo the nising sun, careleas of heat,
and fearless of cold, passed a bnief scasva,
when—

* Nipped hy the wmd's unumely blast,
Pareli'd by the sun's duecrer ray,

The momentary glorions waste,

The short-lived beauty dies aw

n),"'
The laat allness, aud death-bed seene of this
i prous chaid, T am sare will be read with deep n-
“terest, by old and young.
. A rhort ume before sho was taken ill, the cal-
t{eetton for the Buxton Mhssien was made i the
church she was in the habit of anending.  Her
“father told her the natare and obyect of the Mg
“on, wWhen sho promptly rophcd —< weil, father,
[ have fifteen pence, and I wild give it 10 assise
"the African MVhassion ™ Sho @ d so, and donbt-
"less He that approved the widow's offenng of
“1w o utes, would aleo approve the acuve bheno-
“voleaco of tlug child who gave all that she
" had.

On tho first night of her 1liness sho felt vory
restless and con'd nat sleep, but her thoughta
twere of Jesus and hoaven.

She ashed her father to sing, when ho gaid
what shall T sing my dear? mentinnmg tho
names of some songs  Her conntenance glowed
with most unusual ardonr, and she ropied wath
"ammanoen, O no, father, 1 don't bke such

songs as those ® her thoughis and heart found
nottina congepn) there, bot she was pleased
and southed for the tme with—

* Hush my dear, lie sull and sluinber,
Holy angels guard thy bed.”

Qn anather occaion, some young pereons pres-
*ent, proposed the reading of 2 novel for the en-
" tertainuient of the dymg chitd—horrar seemed to

scetze her iind, she hecame greatly agitated—
cand  strongly protested—admiaistening such a
truly solemn and just rebuke, as v trust wail
not seon bo forgotien !

Shy was asked if ever she had had any
puntful sense, or convictions of sin, her answer
was, ** O ves,” and what d.d 1t icad you todo?
her ready reply was,  to pray !

Her illness was a compheation of disenses,
attended with violent inflammation, great diffi
' culty an breathing, and much pain—rhe pamnful
' spasms wero very sudden, and awfully severo, as

appeared from ber frequent shricks and siarthng

frame, but na agony she endured--not even the
sudden spasma—led her to mamifest any degreo
_of pemalance or_smparicnce  Sometines when

the violence of pmn, for a short space would
" substde—she would fall suto 2 geotlo slomber—
" but w her sleep her hips wero seen to mave, and
the fanguage of the Lord's prayer was disunctly
uttered.  Her father had often explamed to her,
that it mattered not what the language 12, wo
vse in prayer, shortly after she had a spasm,
when wath vehemenee sho exclamed “ God be
wereful 1o me a staner.”

Qn shyhtly recovening she was heard ealmly
and carnesily to pray, that God might spare her
“hife, but even the prayer was offered wnh resig-
' paton, for <he adaed,~* but if not prepare me
U for anather world ”

On thie oo was asked if she would hke to
1 live, aud for what peasen?  “To love father




