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itill more> of ail fictitoii4 tlings, de.
liberately left therein, whieli pervert-
ed the truce sen,.e, or the itorical
t ruth and sincei ity ; tlîat lie lied al ~o
filled ii severiti gaps and vacanicie, to
keep 1,ti the thrcad of the text, other-
wise jniterriîpted, and leiv ilîg the
reader in dout for wvant of the luil
sense, or- leiîding liijîn iiîto error by a
wvroîîg nieaiiung.'' It does flot seîni
tînri asonaille to supp)loseC that tn nscriipi

loue writers have mnade out St. Thomias,
by thielr suîppression or ai terai ion of
Passages, or even tlicir additions, an
opponent of a doctrine of wliich cer-
tai niy hi j iîety, ni iglity geniu anîud
leî'rnitig would leiid ns to believe liim
a streniioii defender. It seeltîs (fuite
plain to cardinal I.aîahrusclinî tlit
like St. Anýgustinie andl St. Berînard,
St. Thiomas lias heeni ialigne d an di
totally mistunîerstooîl; lie lias beeîî
sînjuqtly acctîeed of opposing tlîe doc-
trine of the Inîxnîîctliate Conception.

Previous to tlîe holuding of the Cotin-
cil of Trent, a pîrovinciaîl synod kit
.Avignon, in 14,57, declared in fîîvor of
the doctrine, and1( a large ntiniher of
tlieologiians, Italien, Frenchi, Gernian,
Polieli, Fleniish, Englieli, Scotch,
Spanisli, Portuguese and Oriental,
adolîted tlîe saunte texiet. Manty acada-
maies and universities tauglit tlîis doc-
trine. Tlîe University of Paris, in
1496, exacted ant oatlî froni aIl candi-
dates for tlîe doctor's degree to defend
tlîe teaching of the Inimaculate Con-
ception under penalty of heing expelled
front thte nniversity and forfeiting its
grades and privileges. The Tridlentine
Council was favorably dis1îosed to de-
termine the question, and et one tinie
actually resolved to îîroclaim tlîe Im
niaculate Conception a dogini of
Catholic faith. But in tlîe discussion
rnany Dominican bislîops and other
Dominicans present at the Council op-

lîosei wvariiil3 the resolution ind
pleîîded for tie adloption of ternis
lîrejndicial ho neitlier of the two
opinions, se tlîît tlîe qîuestioni iiiiglit
reninn as it was h ithlerto iii thle
Chlurclî. Tlîe V ou ncil, wlieli biail otlier
imiportan t nîensures to consider, con-

cen ted to the coiiiîronîilse, l'lit ite truc
feeling îîîiîy lie iiterlîret 1 i n ite Dle-

cree, whicli read : "The IlolY Cotin.
cil îleclaires tliat, i n tIi4~ Decreý wîle îe
tlicnu is a1 question of oîîgî, nAl it
does not intend to include lîlesseil
Virgin Mary, Mother of Christ,
and nicans to ileclare ni nmore on
that subject tlîîn what li. ceen decreed
hy Sixtus IV. of liai jîy meniory.'
Carîlinffl de .Jaen w is not satisfied
witli tlîie decliiration, asserting tlîat,
iii the preceding Congregation, noe
tlian two-tlîiîîle lîîîd consented to add.
tliese words <h.t ll'h,,ia if je pjus1îe.'

l,'diliff e,,t waN roure.'j,,, trîfhttîî
oi i atiei iii. The resuIt of investigat-
tion evidences tlîat wlîile tlîe inajority
of tlic Fetliers of the Council believed
iii Miiry' s Imnuaculate Conception.
they deenîed it, on accout of tlîe cur-
cuni,,tances of tlîe tinies, expedient to
withiliold any fornial rejection of the
contrary opiinion. Tlîe fires of lieresy
were et this period lighting top lialf of
Cliristendom, and tlîe Council pru.
dently alîstained front increasing the
fiaies.

Reterence hec beeti made to tlîe
Constitutions of Sixtus IV., which the
Council of Trent wished to be oh-
served. These Constitutions were two
in number, one issued in 1476, and tlîe
other in 1483. In tlîe former the Pope
granted indulgentes to those who said
the Mass and recited the Office which
lie approvedl for the Feast of the Con-
ception. In the latter lie condemned
those wlîo accused persons who cele-
brated the Feast of mortal Sin, or
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