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iri,,iiiail wvord bocre tr-inslatedl Ilvows,"
jrin, Foniething vol lin tnrily proiised-
consccratd-set npnrt to God. TIhis vo.
,ive ofl'ering David says hie will present l'in
tile courts of the Lord's bouse." lii other
nvords, lie resolves to give iii publie what
lie lins ilevoteid ia private.

D)o we appreciati God's IIunspeakable

gif- "' thoa Jet us seck tu prove tlie siiicerity
of oar love. 0f course, we need not sav
tilit aur giN iîîg ý ill not cuiricli Ilim or ini-
~case Ilis infinite sîifficiency. Nor necd
wçe Sny tîxat ht is not intenuled 10 appense
Ilis aîîger, or. 10 propitiate 11k favor.-
Chist luis satisficd ail tho dalimis of His
jîîstie-our gift 10 ho a thankoffcring, a
publir testimonial of oîîr devotcdîîess and
gritiu.hle to God. It is tîte akold
aier- of a debt which the contrasted small-
ness of our of'e.-in- iînplies thamt wve an
ncier pay

Thle view of giving as a mens of grace
a3 fcu presented t0 uis ia Scripture. No-

tire e là hi view whlich. Paul takes of it,
2 Cor. viii - 7. Iu endeaN ouring 10 stir up
ilht helievers nt Coriîîth to emulate thoso
of Mlacedoniia, lie exhîorts tbem, Il Thereforo
sà ve nbouind in e% crytlîing, in faith, and
Utterance, and knowledge, and ini aIl dili-
genre, and in your love 10 us, see that ye
aboiind in thîs grace ailso." No mialter
liow remarkable in othier respects, if want-
ing in "lthis grace," their Christian char-
art-r would ho incomplete. Wc suspect,
tee', fromn ivlat thie apostle âays in a sîîbse-
quent chapter, tbat theo Corinthiaris were
flot quite up 10 the mark in point of libera-
lity "For wbat wvas à~ whîercia ye ivure
iliferior 10 ollier churches, except il b h I
1 mvçtlf 'vas not burdensorne 10 yo'î ?"'
That ik, lie bad taken or nsked for no re-
raumeration for bis services urbule he labured
în1niî- themn The grace, tberefore, lad
rot hpen exercised, and eoacequeaîly îlîey
bail -iffipreî a loss tor )lîich tlie Alpubtle,
la reniindling thbcm of their own negkcît,
blainps himself, nnd says, "Fotrgive me
thiqxvrang" Ilespeaks of their liberality
1- murli in reference to ils reflex influence
upn their owa life and character, as with,
mree- to the relief it brought tu others.
It strikes us that there 'auould be a great

dcal more indepexîdenco on the part of
pnstors in rcferring to tlîc duty of giving,
and a grent deal more faitliftidness on the
part of thc pieople in practising it-if it
Wec always regardcd init s truc Iighit as (y
ineans of grace. The vcry import of the
expression-a mneans of grace-leads us to
apply ht to rIVI1NO. It is applicable to nny
cxcrcisc iw hiei tends to restore God's image
iu uis,-ntlhing that leads uis to net like
Christ, and giiing, lias this cifeet. H1e
gave Ilimsiulf-and if ive give-if we make
sacrifices fur Juis sak(e, aînd ii Ilis service,
the net excites iii us a sympaîlîy wiîh IIim,
and begets in us a likeucess to Ila. Il Y',
Zknoiv the grace of our Lord Jesuis Christ,"
&(.. 2 Cor. 8 :9-that is, IlYoul have bail
au actual experience in denN in-, yourselves
-lit naking yourscl'.es pour that othens
nay ho mnade rich." Givir.g should be

looked uipori ns a sort of sacrament in which
wluîî wc gire myîîîbolizcs 'abat we owe tu
God-as the siget of our sl-arfc--n
the sPeal of oui' engagement, to dia ote .1ll
that we have and ail tlldt WC are 10 lus
service.

3. In al!.liges of the church, giving lins
bccn an esseutial part of publie worship..
As soon, indeed, as the churcli began to
assume a defiaito fori-as soonl us mens
wcre requirrd to enable lier to carry on hcr
wvork-the people brutiylt their fi-ce.will ql-
feriag uw/oea thtg came Io worslap. At the
great feasts especially ht 'as commanded
irnperativcly- "Tbey shall not appear be-
fore me eîapty .every mail blhal give as lic
is able."

When the tabernacle was 10 ho bult,
"the Lord spake auto Moses, saying: Speak

unto thse thilren of Israei that thsey bring
me an ufferiing." IPerliaps the idea of
b, inging bas not been dvvelt upoa with the
fuilncss %0âh il ileserves. It is a wonder,
too, for Nery frequent reference is made to
this mode of making ail contributions at
the place of wor.,hîip. Iadeed, no other
plan of' ruplenibhing (iod's exehlequer is
ever raentioned ia beripture. rhus the
offeriags ivere mnde for the building of the
tcmpl,-and afterward, when the temple
was repaired, we are told that a ehest 'witlî
a hole in the lid uf Ît. was set beside the
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