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sriginal word here translated “ vows,” ! denl more independence on the part of
meane something voluntarily promisud— . pastors in referring to the duty of giving,
consecrated—set apart to God. This vo- | and a great deal more faithfulness on the
tive offering David says he will present “in @ part of the people in practising it—if it
the courts of the Lord's house.” In other | were always regarded in its true light as o
words, he resolves to give in public what | means of grace. The very import of the
he has devoted in private. expression—a means of grace—leads us to
apply it to g1ivive. It is applicable to any
excreise which tends to restore God's image
in us,—anything that leads us to act like
that our giving will not eurich Him or in- Christ, and gi\iug. hus ‘.MS ‘fff‘«‘c‘~ He
crease His infinite sufficiency. Nor need | 88V€ Ilimsdf—-’xmd if we gn'.c—-xf'we mx.xkc
we say that it is not intended to appensc | sacrifices f«{r H.ls sake, and in HI::‘; serv§ce,
His anger, or to propitiate Iis favor.— the act excites in us a sympathy with Him,

and begets in us a likeness to Him. “ Yo

know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
! &e. 2 Cor. 8: 9—that is, “ You have had
an actual experience in denying yourselves
—in making yourselves pour that others
may be made rich.” Giving should be
looked upon as a sort of sacrament in which
what we give symbolizes what we owe to
God—as the sign of our self-sacrifice—and
| the seal of our engrgement, to devote all
that we have and all that we are to His
service.

Do we appreciatc God's * unspenkable |
it ?” then let us seck to prove the sincerity |
of our love. Of course, we neced not say |

Christ has satisfied all the claims of His
jnstice—our gift to be a thankoffering, a
public testimonial of our devotedness and
gratitude to God. Tt is the acknowledge-
ment of a debt which the contrasted small-
ness of our ofiering hmplies that we can
never pay.

The view of giving ns a menns of grace |
isoften presented to us in Scripture. No-
tice the high view which Paal takes of it,
2 Cor. viti: 7. In endeavouring to stir up
the believers a¢ Corinth to emulate those
of Macedonin, he exliorts them,  Therefore
as ye abound in everything, /n faith, and
utterance, and knowledge, and in all dili-
gence, and 7z your love to us, see that ye

3. In all ages of the church, giving has
Leen an essential part of public worship..
As soon, indeed, as the church began to
assume a definite form—as soon us means
sbound in this grace also.” No matter | WCIC required to enable her to carry on her
how remarkable in other respects, if want- | WOrk—the people brought their free-will of-

ingin *this grace,” their Christian char. | J&ig when they came to worship. At the
great feasts especially it was commanded

imperatively—* They shall not appear be-
fore me empty ; every man shall give as he
is able.”

acter would be incomplete. We suspect,
o, from what the apostle says in a subse-
quent chapter, that the Corinthians were
not quite up to the mark in point of libera-
litv “For what was it wherein ye wcre | When the tabernacle was to be built,
inferior 10 other churches, except it be that | “theLord spake unto Moses, saying: Speak
I mycelf was not burdensome to yon 2" , unte the children of Israel that they bring
Thatis, he had taken or asked for no re- , me an offering.” Perhaps the idea of
muneration for his services while helabured | ¥ ¢nging has not been dwelt upon with the
amone them The grace, thercforc’ had fulness which it deserves. Itisa wonder,
not heen exercised, and consequently they | tov, for very frequent reference is made to
had <uffered a loss tor which the Apob;]e’ this mode of mking all contributions at
in reminding them of their own neglect, the place of worship. Indeed, no other
blames himself, and says, “Forgive me , plan of replenishing God’s exchequer is
this wrang ”  He speaks of their liberality | ever mentioned in Senpture.  Thus the
3 much in reference to its reflex influcnce ; offerings were made for the building of the
upon their own life and character, as with | temple,—and afterward, when the temple
reference to the relief it brought tv others. | Was repaired, we are told that a chest with
It strikes us that there would be a great | & holein the lid of it. was set beside the




