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public cvil;-onc, of'tliemoiiçst rentarkable social refornms on record.
H1e also devoted hiiself to various amieliorations, sueli as improv-
ing the construction and arrangemient of the dwellings of the
working classes, providing for themi a better education, organizing
bouses of industry, introducing superior brecds of liorses and
cattie, and proîîîoting Iandscape-gardening, which hoe did by con-
verting an old abandoned huniiting-groun i near «Municli into a
park, wliere, after his departure, the inhabitants eretcd a monu-
ment to bis hionor. For these services Sir Benjamin Thomlpson
receivcd miany distinctions> and aiong othiers was made Counit of
thc Holy Romnan Emupire. On reeeiving this dignity lie chose
a titie iii renienibrance, of' the country of bis nativity, and was
theneefortb known ns Coint of' Rumîford.

"C lis hecalth failing froin excessive labor and whiat lie considered
the unfavorable climnate, lie camie back to, England, ia 1798, and
hiad serious thouglîts of returning to the United States. I-laving
rccived froni the Anicrican goverumient the compliment of a
formaI invitation to revisit his native land, hoe w'rote to an old
friend requesting inii to look out for a ' littie quiet retreat' for
himself' and daughter in the vieinity of Boston. This intention,
however, failed, as lie shortly after becanie involved in the enter-
prise of' foundingr the Royal Institution of England.

"There was in Runîford's character a happy combination of'
philanthropie impulses, executive power in carrying out grreat
projeets, and versatility of talent in physical researchi. Ifis
scientifie investigations würe Lmtrgely guidud and determined by his
philanthropie plans and publie duties. lis interest in the more
ncedy classes led hiîn to the assiduous study of the physicail wants
of mankind, and tlîe best inetlîods of relieving thein; the laws
and doinestie management of lbeut accordingly engaged a large
share of bis attention. le deterninied the amnounat of bit arising
fromi the combustion of different kinds of fuel, by means of a
calorimieter of bis own invention. He recoastructed the fire-place,
and so improved tlîe methods of heating apartments and. cooking
food as to produce a saving in the precious element, varying from
one-haîf to seven.eiglitlis of the fuel previously consumied. H1e
improved the construction of stoves, cookin-rangeca-re,
and chimuceys; slîowed. thiat the non-conducting power of cloth is
due to the air enclosed among its fibres, and first pointed out that
mode of action of lieat called convection ; indeed lie was the first
clearly to discriminate between the tliree modes of propagation of'

154


