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duties as neighbours were concerncd, they
secined to take a pride in repaying to the
full any assi.4-ance or act of kinducss, ren-
dcrod to, them.

Soinetimes littie quarrels or disputes hnd
arisen about the trcspassing of theïr own
or other persous' cattie, and similar littie
grievances whicli wiiI arise; but these dif-
ibrences had usually been settled ivithout
any difficulty, perhaps, owing to the pacifie
character and concession of M~lr. Puirdce,
who preferred te, suifer a little wrong
sooner than live in a state of unpieasant-
ness, say nothing of open host.iiity, which
lie justly feared would be the result of
exaeting opposition to lis neighbour's
views. Such had been their relations for
several years, -wheu a ciYcuxust nce ocur-
red which occasioned a serions disruption
between the two familles and a total cessa-
tion of ail fricndly intercourse.

One Suuday evening(. on lis return
home from chapel, 31r. IPurdee noticcd two
men crouched under the waIl of a sinal
meadow which lay in front of bis lieuse.
The moon was nearly ut the full, and lie
could distinguish sufficient of their dress
and general appearance te justify him in
suspecting them to be the two eldest sons
of Crooks. H1e stood at the gate of the
R!eld a short turne watching tliem, but, as
they did flot move, lie went to, the bouse.
Rie hul not been at home many minutes
before L s sons Samuel and David arrived,
and lie rnentioned what hie had seen. We
may here premise that at this tiie there
was a great deal of poaching practised ail
around the country. In fact, the poache- s
were se, numerous, and their prosecuti' n
ge vigoreus, thzt, to "linsure " themselve:
against enuergencies, they actually, in some
localities, established a Ilpreteetive fund."
It was usually considered a dangerous
busincýis te ineddle, in the way of lnterfer-
ence, with this class of game-stealers, and
very few could hoe found to Ilpeacli" or
inform against them, Mir. Purdee&s sons
suspected at once, from their father's de-
scription, that the two m3n werý Dan and
Ben Crooks, engaged in some pouching
business, aithough up te this time they lad
neyer seen -them aotually engaged in that
way. But, more te, satisfy their euriosity
in this respect than froni any.other motive.
tliey quietly loft the house by the back

door, and creeping aloug in thc shadow of
the high wails, arrived near the spot idi-
eatcd in tinif, to hear the squeak of a luare;
and, carefully raising theinselves above the
level of the wall,' saw Ben Crooks in the
very aet of taking Up a haro, which had
been snared lu one of the square openings,
left in the walls for the passage of sheep,
when it i required te, drive themn froin one
pasture te another. These openings are
usually closed by fia-Stones; but. by placing
these awry, an apperture is left sufficient
for thc passage of haros and rabbits, and
in these sinail apertures the suares are
set for entrapping, the gaine. The Pur-
dees were looking over the wall in the
rear of thc poacher, and might have with-
.drawnu \Yithout bing seen by Ben or lis
brother, liad not the sudden dispiacement,
of one of' thc cope-stones starticd the
poachers and disclosed te them the un-
pleasant fact that they were being watehed.
Now, predatory animais do flot like to be
deteeted in their acts of spoliation, and
those of the man species are by no nienus
exceptions te this uie.

Ben was- not only diseoncerted, but
angry, and charged the Purdees witlî being
spies and infommers.

IlWe are naeither spies nor infommers,"
s-aid David Purdee.

"1What are you doing liere then T" said
Ben. "'Whatt business have you to bc
watching us ?" 1-Why Bon" said Samtuel
Purdee, "lyen f'orget thnt this la our field
and not yours. If you want te turti
poachers, why don't yen stay on your own
farin ? and more especially se on a Sunday
ni-flit. I am not se, particular about
poaching as some folks are; but I would
let it alone sudl a night as this, if it wcre
perfeetly iawful. But, anyhow, if yen will
pondh stay on your own place te do it, and
Plil guarantee wc shall neither witchl you
nor inforni about you " IlAnd P'i say
more,"Y s:id :David, ".if you do what la,
rigit, uobody cau informn against yen."
Ail very nieS talking-," said a voice from

the other side, of' the wvali, and at the sa;me
moment Dan scmambled up to view "-1Yen
ýsee we shali.just do aswe please, and wvhen
we please. As te our poaching in .your
flelds, why, if you objeet we must go else-
where ; ¶rnt 1 think, thnt cernes of geîngu se
unuch te, dhapel. Nobody but chapel geers


