
Canadian Thistles.

And so the Goold, Shapley & Muir Co.
aire going to give the bee-keepers ai new
lionaey package. That's riglht, especially
if it is anything better thanl we now liaive.

Manuy tiles I have thoight that a
substitute for tin would bu a bonanza, if
al1 the essentials that tin possesses,
without any of its objections,. could be
secired. e aire not yet informed of
wiat iaterial the new package or utensil
is ii be eomposed of, but fron what i can
learn its cheapness and cleanliness is ai
aîdvaitage. If on the other land the
receptaele eannot be plied in water in
order to liquify the honey, should it
granulate, then I fear we are not going to
nai mcieh after all. As, iowever, the
tiri las gone to considerable expeuse in
designing and preparing the article
spoken of, it would not be Wise oar judieus
to attempt to throw cold water on tlae
new venture until it lias been thorouglily
tested. We will therefore liope for the
best.

3i fra N01 .î CoaMin Nia wAx.

I believe that iuch wax and labor,
iais ben sacrificed in following maany of
the liid methods for renîdering unifdesirable
comab inato wax. My owi experience in the
past has tatglt me that if I iad to do the
saie work over agaiu, that I woulid throw
soume of the old comibs away at once,
ratlier than trouble with thein, Tlie
practice maost in vogue" is tO place the old
combs iii a et,arse bag or gurnsey sack,
aud sinak it te the bottom of a tank, or
large tin dish containing boiling water,
and then skim the wax froii the top as it
rises to the surface. This method requires
conastant vatelinag, in case the ielted
was showd boil over on the stove and
cause trouble, to say nothing of the too
mucl boiliug the last wax receives before
it finas its way te the surface. I think
myself tlat steain for the purpose men-
tioned lias been far too nuch neglected or
overlooked, even when mielting snall
quantities, and I ain therefore about
experienting with the old Swiss steai
extractor, on a anuel larger scale, how-
ever, couipled vith soiîe improveiaen ts
as recoiamnended and used by Mr. J. B.
Ilafl. This extractor is intended for
hllmile use', the steamn being geaerated on

the kitelnil stove, if no other and more
convenieit place en) be had.

I aim also intending to use a more
extensive planl for lairge quantities, the
steam in this instance being farnisled
at a fiactory, and utilized in sulih a
manluer as not to allow the wax to comle
in contaet with the boilinig water, as it
will be conduetel in eitier ease froma the
melter, as fast as it heeomlles liquified, so
that no danger eann resilt froma boiling
over. Nearly mne half of the wax mlielted
by amateur jee-kvepers is eitler over
boiled, or scorheled in such a. manner as to
be alauost wort bless for founadation
mnaking.

Should my experiments reaclh my
expectations, 1 will give the readers of
the C. B. Journal the benefit of mày newly
acquired kiowled ge very shortly.

A friendally local convention of tharce
members, Moprising Mr. Ilaîli, Mr.
Newtonî and myself, took place a few
days since at Mr. Newton's home in
Tham Osford. >h my! I nearly forgot to
state that there was a lady and a baby
too, thlat made a good conveitiona also.

Ve talked as only bee-keepers' ca talk
whenl thie. imeet, îmuch after the s le
fashion that lady visitors do, wlen three
or four are assembled al] alone by themn-
selves (so confidential like) exeept that
oui themie was iot in the saime strain.

'l'i suiet, of course, lad to bu
d iffereit. Aimiong lite matters d iseaissed
was the outi door wintering of bees, and I
could not lielp thinaking of al] the changes
and the various maethods advocated and
praeticed within the last 30 or 35 years.

There have been iIpward, downu ard, too
little anad too muhela ventilation, witla
sometimes none at all. Theu there was
packing on toi, sides. bottoit, or on1ly
porticos of the hive; and no packing at
al], the latter beinig the "y's, let 'Ci
alone" pla,. Next in order camne
entrances, large, simall and mediuin size ;
some at the top, others at the bottoim,
with a few any place and every place, etc.

Ili a circular and letter received fron
Father Langstroth & Son, in 1864, the
placing of dry corn cobs on top of the
franies or combs, was advocated in order
to absorb the mnoisture arising from the
bees, so that the combs and interior of
the hive mîîay be kept dry. It appears to
nie that upwaid ventilation witlh absorb-
eits lias to a greater or less extent beena
practised ever since, and possibly before.
It is quite certain that clean quilts yearly
and a Hill's device or somnething similar
has liai quite a siege, nd I anl not yet
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