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But one of these died afler Ieaving the nests, which goes to
prove the hardiness of this variety. The young ducks throve
well, and when six te eight months old weigled fivo te six
pounds on the average. A large portion were kilied and eaten;
the flesh was found te be remarkably juicy and tender. Tho
retail market prico of such ducks was about 25 cents a pound,
se that caeh would b worth at Ieast 81.25. The second year
it was necessary to provide larger acconmodation, and a
house was made for them on the bank of a pond adjoining a
brook, in which there is an abundance of water cross and other
food, both vegetable and animal. The water-cress is eaten
with avidity by ducks, and has myriads of snails and other
water animals upon it. A plia o this house is shown at fi-
gures 1 and 2. For 50 te 100 ducks it 8should be 30 feet
long, 12 feet wide, and from 4 feet high in front, te 6 or 8
feet in the rear. Entrance doors are made in the front, which
should have a few small windows. At the rear are the nests;
these are boxes open ut the front. Behind each nest is a smali
door through which the eggs may b taken. It is necessary
to keep the ducks shut up in the morning until they have
laid tleir eggs, and a strip of wire notting will b required,
te enclose a narrow yard lu frontof the bouse. Twino netting
should net be used, as the ducks put their lieads througi the
meshes and twist the twine about their necks, often so effecti.

vely as to stran-
gle theinselves.

Te avoid al dan-
ger, the wire
fe n e e should
have a 3 or 4-
inoh mesh. The
Pekin ducks are
prolifie layers; a

FiG. 2.-Ground plan of the lieuse. fair yearly pro-
duct for a duek

in its second year is 120 eggs, and 60 to 80 for a yearling.
Their feathers are of the best quality, white, with a creamy
shade, and 5 ducks weighing 5 pounds cach, have yielded,
killed in the winter time when fully fcathered, more than one
pound in all. It will be riglt to pick the dueks when moul-
ting is beginning; the feathers are then loose, and are picked
,âsilt 'ud .ithat injury (1), This will considerably increase
tyield of feathers, and'will prevent a useless loss; otherwise
the loose feathers from 20 ducks will b found spread over
their whole range.

(1) Picking ducks and geese alive is a detestable piece et
cruelty. The S. P. C. A. slioùld look after any one guilty ef
snch barbarity. It is a ren-nant of the days, when unhappy cats
were skinnied alive, because their fur looked the better for it.

A..R. î. F.

How Butter is Spoiled.-Winter and spring butter hs
eften very much injured in flavour by allowing ceows to cal
the litter from horse stables. Cows are not unfrequently
very fond of this litter, though it is impregnated with liquid
manure froma the horses, and, if allowed, they eat greedily
and the effect is that their milk and butter will be tainted
with the taste of this kind of food, in the same way that the
flavour is injured by eating turuips, but te a more desagree
able degree. If litter is allowed t be ea ten, it should be
given te cattle net in milk, and on no account should milch
cows be allowed to consume other than the sweetest and
purest food. Very nice butter-marzers are sometimes at ,
iss te acenunt for stable taints in butter, especially wher
extraordinary precautions have been tuken te have the milk
ing done in the most perfect manner, and so in all the pro
cesses of bandling the milk until the butter is packed foi
n:rket. Stili the butter lias a disagreable taint, and the

cause often cornes from allowing the cows, when turned out
to water and exercise, te feed about the herse stable, where
they consume all the litter which, on account of its being
sonked with liquid nianure, is cast out of the stable.-
Pioncer Press.

Science of cream-raising.-Professor Arnold's explana-
tion of the rising of cream, resting on the assumption that
the difference in the specific gravity between milk and cream
is greatest when hot and least when cold, is controverted by
W. J. Van Patten (in the Country Gentleman), who holde
that this opinion lad its origin in the common error of
regarding cream as subject te the laws governing liquids, and
the habit of speaking of butter globules as cream globules ;
whereas croam is not a distinct substance of itselt, but a
mixture of solid globules of butter, with more or less milk.
le say: " Cream does net rise ; only ti.- butter globules do

that .... mixed and entangled more or less with milk, and
then constitute what we call creai." ...... " Being composed
of solid butter ...... they are ...... subject te the law govera-
ing solidA, and not to those of liquids." Hence, ho argues
that as cream, in the process et' rising, is only the butter
globules suspended in the milk, it is impossible for them te
cool any more rapidly than the medium in which they are
suspended ; and as the liquid milk contracts more thon the
solid globules, the difference in the specifie gravity of the
milk and the creram, at a low tempurature, must be greater
than at any temperature short of the melting point, at whieh
the butter would become subject te the laws governing liquids
-and when, of course, it would come te the surface quickly.
If bis premises be correct, no theories of currents or of fall-
ing temperatures are needed te account for the creain appear-
ing ut the top of the milk ; the simple fact of the differenc
in the specifie gravity of the butter globules is sufficient, just
as wood when thrown rito water will return to the surface.-
Bulletin of American Jersey Caille Club.

Calves.-Diarrhoa or white scour carries off a large
number of newly-born and carclessly-managed young calves.
It spreads rapidly in crowded, insanitary places. It is conta-
gious, and once occurring in the pens or stables, continues to
haunt them until they are thoroughliy cleansed and disin-
fected. But although distinctly contagious, several experi-
mentalists have failed to produce it by giving healthy calves
the intestinal secretions of those affected. It is most common
where cows and offspring are housed, and amongst calves
brought up artificially. Its chief causes are those above
noted as producing indigestion. The first symptons are the
dirty tail, dulness, carelessness as to food, and abdominal
fuluess. The foces are fluid and charged with mucus, are
eour and bad smelling, yellow or nhite, from the imperfect
digestion of the milk rapidly hurried through the digestive
tube, and are discharged with violence and pain. Weakness
is early apparent; the calf lies much ; its eyes are weak from
the reducing discharges and consequent anSmia ; it is some-
times blind and unconscious, dying without a struggle. lu
foul, dark cowhcuses young calves are frequently attaekcd,
and die within twenty-four hours. The stomach and iutes-
tines are usually empty; their lining membrane covered with

i muous of a dirty grey colour, studded with patches of con-
. gestion and odemna. Cases that have survived a few days
exhibit spots of uleeration, especially of the lower bowels,
with deposits of purulent matter, amidst which flow erowds

. of minute organisms (by different authorities regnrded os
- microscopie entozoa or cryptogamie parasites), whîlst neigh-

bouring lymphatie glands are reddened, swollen, and inuilt-
rated. The liver is small, pale, and bloodless; the muscles

APaIr,1880.


