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If we proceed to the second question, the spectacle, as it presentà itself
to me, is strang(,er, stil]. Aithougli we know thuit James Mill, arregted by
the strong lianîd of Bislop Butler, halted rather than rested for a while iin
theism on,- his progress toiward general negaUtion, yct his case dees net
supply, nor can we draw from. other sources, any reason to regard sucIi a
position as one wiviîl can be largely and pernianently hield eigainst that
relexîtless force of logic, ivhidh is ever silent]y nt wvork to assert 'and to
avenge itself. The theist is confronted, with nlo breakwater betweei, by
thc awful problein of moiral evil, by the iiiystery of pain, by thc apparent
anomalies of waste and of caprice on the face of creation ; and' noV least of
ail, by the fact tijat, while the nioral governament of the world ie founded on
the free agençy of inan,- there arc in multitudes of cases environinig circiiiii-
stances independent of ]îisw~ill whicil seem to deprive that agcîîcy, called
fre,-, of any operative power adlequate to contend against t.hemn. Iii this
bewildcring state of things, in this great enignia of the Nvorld, « 'WIîo is
tijis that comneth fromn Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah?...
Wlîerefore art thou red iin tly aîppare], and thy garments like îirni that

tedetli in the wine-fat? " 'Thero lias coule upon. the scene the figure of a
Iledeemer, human and Divine. Let us grant tliat the Incarnation is. a
inarvel wholly beyondl our reachi, and that the miracle of the Rtesuirrectioni
Vo-day gives serious trtbuble'to fastidious initellects. But the difliculties of
a baffled undlerstandi(ing, lying overywhere around us in daily experience,
are te be expected froni. its limitations; îiot se the shocks eneounitered by
the moral sense. Eveni if the Christian semne slightly lengthiened the
immeasurable catalogue of the first, this is du.L ini the balance conîpared
wvith the relief it furnishies Vo thc second; ini supplying the mnost poiverful
remedial agency ever known, in teaclîiîg how pain 1îuay be niade a helper,
-in evil transmutedl inte good; and in bpening clearly thc vision of anotlier
world, in whidh we are taugit, Vo look for'yet larger counsels of thc
Almnighity wisdom. To ta-ke away, timon, thie ageney se beneficent, whiclî
lias s0 softencd and reduced the moral problenis tîmat lie thicly spread
around us, and Vo leave us face te face with th ciii iii ail tlîeir original xigour,
is to enhance and net Vo mitigate the dificulties cf belief.

Lastly, it is net difficult to understand why those whe prefer thc Pagan
ideal, or w'ho cannot -lay lîold on tIe future world, or -who labour under stili
greater disadvantages, sliould, put aside as a wliole the Gospel cf God mnani-
fest in Uhe fies]i. But it is far harder te, comprehlend Uie nment-il attitude,
or tIc mental consisteney ait least, of those wlîo desire te re-.in what was
manifested, but te thrust aside the minanifesting Person, and ail that His
living personauity entauls. or, if I îmay borrow ai Aristetelian figure, to
keep thc accidents and discard the substance. I cannot pretenld te offer
a solution te Vhs liard riddlc. But tliere is one feature which. almost
uniformly marks writers wbese mind is cf a religieus tene, or wvho do net
absolutely exclud" religion, while tlîey rejcct tIc Chiristian elugma and the
autlîority cf Scripture. Tlîey appear te have a veîýy -low estimate botlî of
thc quantity anîd quality of sin; cf its amneunt, spread like a deluge ovt.a
tlie -%orld, and of Vhe subtlety, intensity, and virulence cf its nature. I
imecn a lew estiniate as compared with. the mîîeurnful denuniciations cf the
sacrjed wvritings, or*ývitiî tIc language especially cf thc Imter Christian Coi,-
fessionE'. Now let it be ginanted thait, in iiîterpreting these Chîristian Co-'


