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^be GanaMan Engineer HEIGHT OF THE QUEBEC BRIDGE.

A few years ago, when the design of the Quebec 
Bridge was prepared, the Boards of Trade and shipping 
interests along the St. Lawrence agreed that a height 
of one hundred and fifty feet above tide water was suf­
ficient. It was thought at that time such a height would 
give clearance enough to allow the passage of the 
funnels of the largest vessels. The lowering of the top 
masts would be necessary in some cases.
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If we consider the large steamers running to New 
York, we find even larger dimensions. The height of 
the fixed masts above light-load water line of the vessels 
mentioned below is as follows :—)Lusitania 

Mauretania 
Caronia 
Carmania 
Campania^
Lucania f 

Ivernia 
Saxonia
While the funnels of ships of the type of the Lusi­

tania and Caronia are one hundred and fifty-five feet 
above light-load water line or five feet higher than the 
Quebec Bridge clearance.

It is just possible that it may be many years before 
the one hundred and fifty feet limit would be so low as 
to prevent the navigation of the St. Lawrence by ships 
likely to sail this route, yet a bridge should not be built 
that would prove a permanent obstacle to the passage 
of larger steamships and thus restrict traffic.

What the height should be may be hard to deter­
mine. Certainly the one hundred and ninety feet asked 
for by the Montreal Board of Trade seems high. The 
question should be again considered by the Board of 
Engineers.
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