
A PLAYFUL CRITXO OFf MASONBY. i9

and illustrions humbug of moemer
Listory, of tho history which boasts a
Prsent aud a future, as wei as a
-past, ie FmAsoimy. Let me take
a few liberties ivith both."'

Ana then he does take liberties with
both, poking al the fun at each of
them that his overflowing mirth
coula, devise. Referring to the Elen-
Éï2ian. Mysteries, he s2sys:-

"'The goddess, sud her establish-
ment of hoaxers at Eleusie, did a vast
' stroke of business' for more than six.
centuries, withoutany npleasantries'
ocourring. o**Misfortune ae-
quaints a mian 'with strange bed-
feflows;' and the common miefortune
of having been hoaxed lowers the
proudeet and the humblest into a
strange unanimity, for once, of
pocketiig their wrongs i silence.
Eleusis, with her £ine bronzed face,
3nay eay1 prudand, laughingly-tEx-
pose me, indeedl-'Why, I hoaxed
this man's great.grandfather, and I
trust to hoax hie groat-grandeon; al
generatione of hie house have been or
shail be hoaxed." .And the stiri8t
addls, "'There was an endiese file of
hieroee, philosophere, 8tateemen, ail
boaxed, ail, of course, incenedat be-
ing hoaxed, snd yet flot one of them
is known to have blabbed.",

DeQuinacey said he hadl a very bad
opinion of the ancient, world, but it
would grieve hlm if he thought sunob
a world could, béat ours, even lu the
quality of its hoaxesi Hlere we muet
again quote hie exact language, for iL
le brimfal of humor:

"I have, also, not a very favorablt
opinion of the moderm world. But 1
ilare say that. lu fifty thoueand years
it wil be considerably improved; and,
in the meantime, if we are not quite
so good or 6o clever as we onght to
be, yet still we are a trifie better than
car aucestors; 1 hope vie are up to a
IlQax any day. A man muet be a
poor crenture that ean't inveut a
toax. For two centurles we have
hand a first-rate one; sud its name le

Mr. Gwilfilltn once callead Mr. De

Quincey paradoxical. But that dldn'
offend him, for he replied, ",Paradox
is a very charming thing, sud since
leaving off opium 1 have taken a
great deal too much of il for my
health' But, moat amusing of aul
was De Quindey'e statement of how
he exploded Freemssonry, as it were,
by a dynamite cartridge, at one bist-
We quote agai:-

«"8erously, however, the whole
bubble of Freemasonry wae shatter-
ed in a paper which 1 myseif onc.e
threw into a London journal, about
the year 1823 or '24. It wss a paper
in thie sense mine, that from me iL
had received form and arrangement;
but the materisîs belonged to a learu-
ed German, viz.: Buhie, the same
that edited the &'Bipont .Arietotie,'
and wrote a hietory of Philosophy.
No German bas any conception of -
style; I therefore did hlm the favor to
wseh hie dirty face, ana make him,
presentable smong Obristiane; but
the substance wss dravin entlrely
froni thie German book. It vis-
there establlshea that the whole hoax
of Masonry hsd been inveutedl in the
year 1629, by oue A.ndrea."~

We wish ail anti-Masons viere as
good-natured as De Quincey, for then
«we coula Isugh with them, as well s,
at them, snd we only regret that the
"«Opium Eater", did. not take the op-
portunity, through initiation, to have
an inside vievi of Freemasonry.
\Vit.h hie lové for the humorons, he
would have greatly enjoyed the craft
when at refreshmeut. Ho 'would,
have dxscovered that Masonrv le not a
hosx, after ail; that iLs philosophy le
of '.he highest order, its conipany of
the beet, iLs opportunities for intel-
lectual culture of the rareesu ail a
of its surrendings juet suoht as a
man of hie complex nature.-vlth
scholarly acquirements sud an inex-
haustible fundl of hnmor-would, have
greatly enjoyed. Inetead cf hie ex-
ploding Freemasonry, he would have
fouud, that ii exploded ail of hie sati-
cal views, sud kéft hlm a wiser, botter
snd even, if possible,'a ivittier-mn.
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