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ing the notice is an address by the
Em. Commander, reviewing all the
intoresting events of the commandery
during the year just closed, with a
full statement of the business done
during the yeer, including member-
ghip, receipts and expenditures of all
kinds in detail, and the present status ;
of the commandery. This we think
38 praiseworthy and commendable,
and a proper course to be followed by
all Masonic bodies, as it gives the en-
tire membership information of their
exact condition.—Keystone,

Amone the decisions given by the
Grand Master of New Jersey, was the
following:—

“A dimit was granted to a brother
on his application. He failed to call
for it for a year or two, remaining in
the mean time in the juriediction of
{he lodge. During this time the Sec-
retary offered the brother his dimit,
which he declined to take, saying,
just let it remain; I may become a
member again.’ He finally asked for
the dimit, and the Worshipful Master
ruled that he was not, under the cir-
cumstances, entitled to it without
paying up all dues which acorned
during the period he hed failed to
demand the dimit. Y decided the
Worshipful Master ruled ccrreotly.”

The Committee on Jurisprudenca|
reported:—

“Decision number fourteen we dis-
approve, Your committee are of
opinion that the dimit passed beyond
the control of the Master when the
Jodge voted it.”

Grand Lodge sustained the com-
mittee.

.Tee Grami” Master of Montana

sons in Masonry, we are taught that:
‘it is the inestimable gift from God to-
man ag a rule and guide for our faith
and practice,” and I cannot conceive
how any Mason can ocast reproacir
upon, or bring into ridioule God's
Holy word., No matter whether it is
formulated as our Bible or the Koran
of Mohammedan, so long as it i
recognized as a book of the law, and
is regarded as the essential law of &
nation or people. We do not, in
fact, teach any religion, but that of
Masonry; but a belief in God is an
indispensable requisite to a man's
being made a Mason. This must
carry with it a belief in God's law.
Far be it from me to imprgn any
one's conscientious motives, nor do X
desire to look upon this matter than
from a Masonic standpoint. A man
has a right no doubt to be an Atheist
or an Infidel, but he cannot be both
and be a Mason. We place the
Bible upon our altar; upon it our-
obligations are taken, and we are
taught that it is one of the great
lights in Masonry.”

Tue Freemasoxs axp TeHE Poor ow
Marcate.—March 28rd, the Union
Lodge, No. 127, Margate, entertained
about two hundred of the aged and
deserving poor of the town to dinner
and tea in the Foresters’ Hall. The
idea of giving the treat originated
about two months ago at one of the
meetings of the lodge, and it was
heartily endorsed by the Freemasons
of the town, who, in token of their
approval of such & step being taken,
subscribed liberally towarde defraying
the expenses which it would involve.
‘As a preliminary step, a certain num--
ber of tickets were sent to vhe vicars

gives this explanation, in reply to a, and ministers of the various denomi-
brother who ridiculed the Bible:—*In | r.ations in the town, npon whom de-
the broad light of the oivilization of | volved the daty of selecting trom
the nineteenth century, it seems fool- | among their parishioners and congrs-
ish to be called upon to define the re. , gation the most deserving cases. A.
Jation that the Holy Bible, as one of | list of names were sent in from the
the great lights, holds to Masonry. | various sources, and they were after--
1t has been established as fthe ‘Book‘ wards_scrutinized by the Managing
of the Law,” and among our firat les- | Commiitee. This was a task of mo-




