
BOARD OF AGRICULTURE.

TOWNSHIP BRANCHES.
ASPHODEL AND BELMONT.-Twenty-five

,enbers; subscriptions, $26; government

nt$ 27 13; received for seeds,$53; sundries,
S'75; total received, $115 88. Paid for

; $01; premiuns, $39 88; expenses $8;
balance in hand, $7 00.

DUMMER AND DoURo.-Sixty members;
subscriptions, $71; balance from previous
yer, $134 99; Government grant, $87 67;
total reccived, $293 66. Paid for clover
eed $132; ploughing match, $15; expenses,
et 92; balance in Treasurer's hands,
112474

OroNBEE-Amount of subscriptions,
q74 02; Government grant, $77 79; re-
-eived for seeds sold, $17 61; receipts at
1ow,$ 23 50; total $192 72. Paid Trea-
urer, balance due him from previous year,
5616; copies "Agriculturist," $10; paid pre-
iums, 889 87; expenses, &c., $34 40.

Extracts from Repurt.
l presenting their annual report on the

tate of agriculture, ii the Township, t he Di-
ectors beg leave to introduce a short history
fits early set ilenent and progress
The first settlers arrived in the township

bout the year 1820. At that time it was
nunbroken forest. The price charged by gov-
riment for the land was £7 per hundred
cres, but large tracts vere granted to naval
id military officers, who had been discharged
[oU service a short time before, at the close
fibe Peninsular war. These located them-
Jres along the front of the township on the
oth Sbore of IRice Lake, attracted by the
ieturesque and beautiful scenery which there
bounds. Had these men remained, the ad-
dlage to the settlement would have bcen very
real, as most of thei were in receipt of an-
al pensions from the British Government,
d thus a large sum of money would have

,en brought into the township yearly;
atbe novelty of their position soon wore off.
o men wlo had been accustomed to inove in
e aristocratie. circles of Europe, and sur
.unded by the refinements of wealth and
'Ion, the isolated and laborious life of the
uiadian pioneer became irksome and intoler-
le, nd within five years from their first
Illement, they had ail abandoned their loca-
A and sought homes and occupations more
-ienial to their tastes and habits. And as
Ibat tine the regulations in regard to ab-

sentees were such that the-township derived
no benefit from their land, the progress of
the township was very much retarded by large
tracts being left unoccupied ; as the actual
settlers were comupelled to open roads through
the lands of the absentees, and by improving
their own property were at the sane time
increasing in equai ratio the value of the
property of those individuals who had deserted
them in their greaiest need. In consequence
of the township being êituated so far inland,
and having Rice Lake in front of it, great dif-
ficulty was experienced by the settlers in con-
veying themselves and their necessary stores,to
their places of destination. Most of these had
to be transported on the shoulders of the
hardy Pioneers,-from the shores of Lake On-
tario, a distance of from 25 to 30 miles. But
little inducement offered for clearing land, as
the cost of taking produce to ma;ket would
have been equal to the price obtained for it,
nor were there ary mills within reach to grind
that required for home consumption. i view
of these facts, it will not be wondered at that
many were discouraged, and left the township
during the first 3 or 4 years, and that only the
most dauntless and energetic should persevere
in the face of what app.eared almost insur-
mountable difficulties, until the nost adverse
circumstances yielded to their indefatigable
industry and unwavering purpose; and until
they hiad succeeded, after long years of toit
and hardship, in converting the frowning
wilderness into pleasant and comfortable
homes for thenselves and posterity.

The Township of Ontonobee contains about
70,000 acres, and it is computed that fully
one hailf of this is cleared and under cultiva-
tion. Along the front, and for some distance
back from the lake the land was principally
timbered with pine, the soil varying from a
light to a heavy clay loam, well adapted to
wheat, and most of the cultivated cereals, and
roots. Where beavy clay loam prevails, the
land generally requires draining, further back
and in the middle of the township the timber
was chiefly hardwood, and the soit a calcare-
ous clay mixed with small limestones, the sur-
face rolling, in some places thickly covered
ivith boulders of lime and granite, from 100bs.
to a ton or over in weight, and adapted to ail
cultivated crops. Along the northern boundry
the land is more broken ; narrow swamps and
ridges alternately prevail; the land here is
not so well adapted to wheat, in consequence
of the mucky nature of the-soil.


