THE INSTRUGCTOR.
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unproductive without culture. The
mind is improved by observation and
reading, which makes it familiar with
the best models of practice, and ena-
bles it to profit by the improvement
«f others.

The science teaches the laws and
proportions of incrganic watter—as
of rocks, earths, manures, &ec., &ec.;
of o' ganic matter,as animals snd ve-
getables ; of their structure, food and
uses ; and the agency of heat, wuter,
air, hght and electricity, i.. their de-
velopment and n.aturity ; the employ-
ment and udaptation of there matters
for the be-t uses of man. It conmira-
dicts the experience of ages and the
lubours of nations upon these inier-
esting sukjects, and mekes them sub-
servient to our wanis and our com-
forts. The science 15 a colection
of facts and leading truths, illustrated
in practice and confirmed by expert-
enco.

Land and labos are the Jegitimate
sources of public wealth, The first,
to be productive, must be culiivated;
and the labor of doing tnis is abridged
by the culture of the mind, which
guides its operations.

Wuhout agriculture there 1s no
wealth Gold and silver are not wealth
-—they are its convenient re presenta-
tives. Commerce produces no wealth
—it simyly exchanges it. Manufae-
tures and the arts re-combine it.—
Agsiculture is the prolific wother of
wealth, The rest simply handle n
when produced and welivered into
their hande. The carth itself, origi-
nally, spuntaneously produces where-
with to keep the race of man from
starving—cnly whilst be is making
ready to ull the soil. Without it Le
soon degererates into a wild animal,
living h: re and there in smali squads,
a littie superior to the other beasts of
prey.  The earth breeds savages—
Agriculture breeds enlightened na-
tons. It breeds houses and ships,
temples .nd seminaries ; it brecds the
manufactusy ; ~culpture, puinting and
mu-ic are its ofispring. It would be
folly to speak of ihe existence, or

37

beauty, or power of any of these things,
without agriculture,

The pulp t, the professor’s chair,the
scienrific lnboratory, the tripcd, the
library, the ship, the trip-hammer, the
loon and the anvil -all would go down
in one generation, It is by the <uper-
abundan: produce und stability of
agriculture that all things exist. Nor
gold, vor gilver, nor diamonds could
replace it. The state of husbandry,
in any countiy, is the test of its en-
Lightenment. ‘T'he thermometer of
civilization rises and talls as drives the
plow. ¢ You must send the plow,”
exclaimed a man who had travelled all
over Christian missionary ground in
heathen lands. A barburian nation
needs but tobe plowed up—deep, sub-
soiled, continued, sowed, planted,and
the nevitable harvest will te an en-
lighteued empire. A practical, work-
ing agricultural society will dig bai-
baris and mental and physical and
spiritual poverty out of a nation, as
effectually 2s any powerful grubbing
machine will ¢ shake cut” the stub-
born stumps.

A few centuries ago, a learned
writer describes the times in these
words: “Rude were the manners
then; the man and wife ate out of the
game trencher ; alew wooden-handled
koives, with blades of rugged iron,
were a luxury for ‘the grest; candles
were unknowit.  One, or ai most two,
mugs of brown earthenware, formed
all the «drinking apparatus in a house.
Rich gentlemcn wore clothes of unline
cd lesther. Ordinary persouns scarce-
ly ever touched flesh meat. In nuble
mansiong, a little cora seemed
wealth ™

This is history. Any one of our
neighours, if compelled now to liveus
the highest and wealthiest of mankind
lived in those days—such a neighbor
would excite cur ‘sympathies. . We
would considcr him as good a5 starv-
ing; would carry in gifts to supply
his wauts, and start a subscription
?‘nxong our {rier.ds to feed and clothe

m.

A few hundred years ago, and all



