EETTER NO 1V

To Alex. D. F., of Drucklay.
DBelleside, Fergus Civ. 19 Nov., 1846

My Dear Cousin,—

I bave been long in your debt in the epistolary way, but
have always delayed writing till a matter struck me, which I thonght
might count on your friendly dispesition as my excuse for mention-
ing. We want very much just now some charitable individual to as-
sist us by raising a matter of £50 for the purpose of seating and doing
some necessary repairs to oUR Chureh here : but I do not think I
need ask your assistanece in that way, although it would be of great
service.

What I think you will not object to do for me requires some little
explanation. You do not need to be told that our Canadian Synod
split in 1844, and that the Fergus Clergyiman, Mr. Smellie, joined the
party which attached themselves to the Free Chuareh of Scotland; that
he had with bim the greater part of his old congregation; but that wi
were not of the number of those who continued with him. It is un-
necessary to open old sores without a prospect of doing thereby some
good : so that I shall just mention that while on principLE I disap-
prove of the Secession, I eould not avoid seeing that those who joined
it would be placed in very great difficulties from the expense of getting
accommnodation for themselves ; and I took a step which I was well
aware would by our own party have been considered a stretch of lib-
erality quite unwarranted in one holding that there onght to have
been ro division, and that I was even thereby lending a hand io en-
courage it. I wrote to a friend, or one who was once so, and who, I
was aware, bad means at coinmand and had used them on former oc-
casions in a similar manner, (I mean Mrs. Arthur D. Fordyee) and
stating the circumstances, suggested the idea of a contribution for the
purpose of erecticg a Free Church and Manse here. 1 did not dis-
gnise my own sentiments regarding it ; but urged the matter strongly
as one calculated to benefit those who, while differing from them 1 be-
lieve were, some of them conscientiously, and otbers ignorantly,
bringing themselves into greas pecuniary difficulties. At thistime the
Sceeding party were keeping possession of the property. refusing to
give it up, merely, I believe, on acconnt of the inconvenience it wonld
cause themselves ; aad determining to bold it as long as they conld.

My communications certainly came from rather an equivocal
qnarter to earry all the weight I would have wished ; but I did think
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